Florida Senate - 1999 SB 2346
By Senator Carlton

24-1062-99

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Cceans Study

3 Committee; creating the Florida Cceans Study

4 Committee to study and report on a coordi nated

5 managenent policy for the oceans surroundi ng

6 the state; directing the Governor to appoint a

7 Fl ori da OCcean Commi ssion; providing for reports

8 and recommendati ons by the conm ssion

9 provi di ng an appropriation; providing an

10 ef fective date.

11

12 WHEREAS, Florida, the fourth largest state in the

13 | union, has the | ongest coastline in the contiguous United

14| States and is a paradise in the sun with water, water, water
15 | everywhere, both fresh and salt, and

16 WHEREAS, approximately 8,400 miles of tidal coastline
17 | wap around it, and off of its southern tip lies the only

18 | living coral reefs in North Anrerica--third largest in the

19 | worl d, and
20 VWHEREAS, no Florida resident |ives nore than 50 m |l es
21| fromthe Gulf of Mexico or the Atlantic Qcean, and
22 WHEREAS, as an economic engine, Florida's oceans form
23| the basis for its nost inportant industries including fishing,
24 | shi pping, and tourism and
25 WHEREAS, i ncreasing demands for Florida' s ocean
26 | resources, coupled with an ever-growing ability to recover
27 | those resources, are threatening the health and vitality of
28 | Florida's oceans, NON THEREFORE
29
30| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
31
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Section 1. The existing Florida Governor's Ccean

Conmmittee is re-created as the Florida Cceans Study Conmittee

t hrough June 30, 2000. The final report of the study conmittee

will be submtted to the Governor, the President of the

Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives no

| ater than February 2000. The report will address specific

priorities for a coordi nated nanagenent policy for Florida's

oceans, including effective public outreach and education. The

commttee will also recommend priority research and scientific

noni tori ng needs and fundi ng nechani sns for a conprehensive

scientific assessnment of the present status and future

vitality and health of Florida's oceans with consultation from

the Florida nenbers of the Sout hern Association of Mrine

Laboratories: Eckerd College, Florida Institute of

Qceanography, Florida Institute of Technol ogy, Florida Marine

Research Institute, Florida State University, Harbor Branch

Cceanographic Institution, Inc., Mdite Marine Laboratory, Nova

Sout heastern University, University of Florida, University of

Manmi, University of South Florida, and the Florida Seagrant

Program Cost-sharing avenues undertaken by the federal

governnent and appropriate equitabl e-funding responsibilities

of U S. agencies will also be explored to benefit the state.

Section 2. Follow ng the subnission of the report by

the study conmittee in February 2000, the Governor shal

appoi nt a 24-nmenber Florida OCcean Commi ssion no |later than

Sept enber 30, 2000, consisting of representatives fromthe

Fl orida Departnments of Conmunity Affairs, Environnental

Protection, State, Agriculture and Consuner Services,

Education, the Fish and Wl dlife Conservati on Conmni ssion, the

Executive Ofice of the Governor, and | ocal representatives

from conservation, education, science, |aw, recreation, and
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busi ness interests. Finally, six ex-officio nenbers shall be

appointed to represent the federal governnent, fromthe

Departnent of Defense, Arny Corps of Engi neers, Departnent of

the Interior, National Cceanic and Atnospheric Adninistration

Envi ronnental Protection Agency, and Coast Quard. The

conmi ssion's responsibility will be to inplenent the study

committee's reconmendations and provi de ongoi ng coordi nati on

and oversi ght of ocean policy issues.

Section 3. The conmission will exist through June 30,

2005, and is subject to renewal by the Legislature. Annua

reports with recommendati ons on significant ocean policy

i ssues will be provided by the conmission to the Governor, the

President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Repr esent ati ves.

Section 4. The sumof $80,000 is appropriated fromthe

Ceneral Revenue Fund to the Florida Oceans Study Committee to

carry out the provisions of this act for the 1999-2000 fisca

year. OF the appropriated funds, up to $30,000 may be used for

wor kshops and activities related to developing priority

research and scientific nonitoring needs for Florida's waters.

No renmuneration will be provided to study conmittee nenbers or

wor kshop partici pants. Travel expenses will be reinbursed in

accordance with section 112.061, Florida Statutes. The study

commttee and the ensuing comrission will be staffed by the

Coastal Zone NManagenent Section of the Departnent of Comunity
Affairs.
Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the Florida Cceans Study Conmittee to be conposed
of the eX|st|nﬂ Fl ori da Governor's Ccean Conmittee.
Provides for the duties of the conmttee. Directs the
CGovernor to appoint a 24-nenber Florida Ccean Conmm ssion
after the study conmttee ceases to exist. Provides an
appropriation.
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