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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 2570
By Senator King

8-1839- 99 See HB
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to veterans' affairs; creating
the Florida State Veterans Cenetery Act;
providing a short title; providing definitions;
providing for creation of the Florida State
Vet erans Cenetery System providing for
adm ni stration of the system by the Depart nent
of Veterans' Affairs; providing specified
powers of the departnent; creating a site
sel ecti on conmi ssion; providing for nenbership
of the conmission; providing site selection
criteria; providing for application for federa
assi stance; providing for funding of the
Florida State Veterans Cenetery System
providing a contingent effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) Short title.--This act shall be known
as the "Florida State Veterans Cenetery System Act."

(2) Definitions.--As used in this section, the
following terns shall have the foll owi hg neani ngs:

(a) "Cenetery systeml or "system neans the Florida

State Veterans Cenetery Systemcreated by this act.

(b) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Veterans
Affairs.
(c) "Eligible veteran" includes any veteran or spouse

of a veteran eligible to be buried in a national cenetery,
according to 38 U S. C. 2402.
(3) Florida State Veterans Cenetery System creation

administration.--The Florida State Veterans Cenetery Systemis
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1| created within the Departnent of Veterans Affairs. The

2 | departnent shall adnminister the Florida State Veterans

3| Cenetery Systemcreated by this act. The departnent shal

4 | adopt rules consistent with the Adnministrative Procedure Act

5| for purposes of administering the cenetery system The

6 | departnent is authorized and enpowered to nake and enter into
7 | any contract or agreenent, with any person or agency, public
8| or private, to | ease, buy, acquire, construct, hold or dispose
9| of real and personal property necessary to carry out the

10 | objects and purposes of this act; however, no contract nmay be
11 | entered into without specific authorization of the Legislature
12| for the project. Lands shall be acquired by the departnent in
13 | accordance with acquisition procedures for state | ands

14 | provided for in section 253.025, Florida Statutes. The

15 | departnent shall be responsible for any consultations,

16 | surveys, and tests required by the State Cenetery G ant

17 | Service of the United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs.
18 (4) Site Sel ection Conm ssion. --

19 (a) Upon the request of the departnent, a site
20 | sel ection conmi ssion shall be convened. The sel ection
21 | conmi ssion shall consist of nine nenbers, conprised of the
22 | foll owi ng
23 1. The executive director of the departnent, or his or
24 | her desi gnee.
25 2. One nenber selected by the Florida Veterans of
26 | Forei gn Wars.
27 3. One nenber selected by the Florida Chapter of the
28 | Disabl ed Veterans of Anmerica.
29 4. One nenber selected by the Florida Chapter of the
30| Retired Oficers Association
31
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1 5. The Adjutant General of the Florida National Guard,
2| or his or her designee.

3 6. One nenber selected by the President of the Senate.
4 7. One nenber selected by the Speaker of the House of
5| Representatives.

6 8. The Director of the Division of State Lands of the
7 | Departnent of Environnental Protection, or his or her

8 | desi gnee.

9 9. One additional nenber, selected by the departnent,
10 | who will serve as chair of the commi ssion

11 (b) Menbers of the conmi ssion shall serve without

12 | conpensation but shall be entitled to receive rei nbursenent
13| for per diemtravel expenses as provided in section 112. 061,
14 | Florida Statutes.

15 (c) The site selection comission shall be charged

16 | with the selection of sites for state veterans ceneteries

17 | within the system Site selection shall be based on the

18| following criteria:

19 1. Proxinmty to current active national or state

20 | veterans ceneteries, if any.

21 2. The nunber of eligible veterans in proxinmty of a
22 | proposed site.

23 3. The availability of state-owned |and or |and

24 | donated to the state.

25 4. The elevation of a proposed site.

26 (d) Once a site or sites have been selected by the

27 | comm ssion, the conm ssion shall be abolished.

28 (5) Application for federal assistance.--

29 (a) Once a site or sites have been sel ected, the

30 | departnent shall subnmit an application for federal assistance
31| and any other applicable attachnents to the State Cenetery
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1| Gant Service of the United States Departnent of Veterans

2| Affairs.

3 (b) The departnent shall performall consultations,

4 | surveys, and tests needed to prepare the attachnents required
5| by the State Cenetery Grant Service of the United States

6 | Departnent of Veterans Affairs, which nmay include:

7 1. Environnental assessnents.

8 2. Devel opnent of site and design concepts.

9 3. Consultation with the Division of Historica

10 | Resources of the Departnent of State as the state agency in

11| charge of historic preservation

12 4. Needs assessnents and site descriptions.

13 5. Any other plans or assurances required by the State
14 | Cenetery Grant Service of the United States Departnent of

15 | Veterans Affairs.

16 (6) Florida State Veterans Cenetery Trust Fund.--The

17 | Florida State Veterans Cenetery Trust Fund, if created by | aw,
18 | within the Departnent of Veterans' Affairs, shall receive

19 | funds appropriated by the Legislature and contributions from
20 | private entities or individuals for the purpose of planning,
21 | construction, operation, and nmmi ntenance of the Florida State
22 | Veterans Cenetery System The Departnent of Veterans' Affairs
23| shall be enpowered to receive and accept gifts, grants, and

24 | endownents in the nane of the system which gifts, grants, and
25 | endownents are to be used for the benefit of the system

26 | Moneys in the fund which are not needed currently to neet the
27 | obligations of the departnent in the exercise of its

28 | responsibilities under this section shall be deposited with

29 | the Treasurer to the credit of the fund and may be invested in
30 | such manner as is provided for by statute. Any balance in the
31| trust fund at the end of any fiscal year shall not revert to
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1| the General Revenue Fund, but shall remain in the trust fund

2| and shall be available for carrying out the purposes of this

31| act.

4 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999, if

5|SB __ or sinmlar legislation is adopted in the sane

6| legislative session or an extension thereof.
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10 Creates the Florida State Veterans Cenetery Act. Defines

11 terns for purposes of the act. Creates and provides for
the admi nistration of the Florida State Veterans Cenetery

12 System Creates a site se|lection comm ssion and provi des
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14 Vet erans Cenetery System
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