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1 Senate Resolution No.
2 A resolution in recognition of Ronald MDonal d
3 House Charities.
4
5 WHEREAS, Ronal d McDonal d House is a tenporary | odgi ng
6| facility for the fanmilies of seriously ill children being
7| treated at nearby hospitals, and
8 WHEREAS, the first Ronald MDonal d House opened in
9| Philadel phia in 1974 as the result of the perseverance and
10 | dedication of Fred HIl, then a Phil adel phi a Eagl es f oot bal
11 | pl ayer, who, when his 3-year-old daughter Ki mwas di agnosed
12 [ with | eukenia and underwent treatnment at the local children's
13 | hospital, canped out with his wife on hospital chairs and
14 | benches, ate food from vendi ng nachines, and did all they
15 ] could to keep their daughter from seeing their sadness,
16 | exhaustion, and frustration, and
17 WHEREAS, all around them the Hills saw other parents
18 | doing the sane thing and | earned that many of the fanilies had
19 | travel ed great distances to bring their children to the
20| nedical facility, only to find the high cost of hotel roons
21 | prohibitive, and
22 WHEREAS, very few institutions at that tinme provided
23| sufficient accommodati ons for such famlies, and, determ ned
24 | to help other fanilies experiencing the sane enotional and
25| financial traunmas as his own, H Il rallied the support of his
26 | teammates to raise funds to help renedy the situation, and
27 WHEREAS, the Phil adel phia Eagl es organi zation offered
28 | its support to Dr. Audrey Evans, head of the pediatric
29 | oncology unit at Children's Hospital of Phil adel phia, whose
30| dream for a house to serve as tenporary residence for famlies
31| of children being treated at her hospital, along with the
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1| efforts of Fred H Il and the MDonald's Corporation, led to

2| the first Ronald McDonal d House, and

3 WHEREAS, Hi Il enlisted the help of his teanmates and

4 | the local MDonal d's restaurant franchisees to raise funds to
5| purchase and renovate the first Ronald McDonal d House, and

6 WHEREAS, when this unlikely partnership was forned

7 | between an NFL team a children's hospital, and a restaurant
8 | chain, none of its nenbers could have inmagi ned that their

9| dream of a "home-away-fromhone" for famlies of seriously ill
10| children would grow to becone an international phenonenon, and
11 WHEREAS, by 1979, ten nore Ronald MDonal d Houses had
12 | opened; in the next five years, local comunities founded an
13 | additional 60 Houses; and 53 nore opened in the next five

14 | years, and

15 WHEREAS, today, there are 195 Ronal d McDonal d Houses
16 | open in 16 countries, with nore than 3,000 bedroons avail abl e
17 | for fanmilies every night and, by the end of 1999, ten new

18 | Houses wi Il open, including the first Houses in Hungary,

19 | Mal aysia, and Mexico, for a total of 205 Ronald MDonal d

20 | Houses in 18 countries, and

21 WHEREAS, each Ronald McDonald House is run by a |loca
22 | nonprofit organi zation conprised of nenbers of the nedica

23 | community, business and civic |eaders, parent/volunteers, and
24 | McDonal d's owners/operators, supported by nearly 20,000

25| volunteers who annual |y donate over one million hours of their
26 | tinme, providing the backbone of the program and hel ping with
27 | all aspects of House operations, including fundraising,

28 | program devel opnent, and services to fanilies, and

29 VHEREAS, Ronal d McDonal d House is the cornerstone

30 | program of Ronald McDonal d House Charities, a not-for-profit
31| organi zation that, to date, through its gl obal network of
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1| local charities, has awarded nearly $200 nmillion in grants to
2| children's prograns worl dwi de, and
3 WHEREAS, since 1974, having served nore than two
4| mllion fam |y nmenbers whose children are receiving nedica
5| treatnment for cancer, heart disease, organ failure, neonata
6 | conplications, burns, and nmmj or accidents, Ronald MDonald
7 | House has created a place where parents can be with famlies
8 | who understand each other's situations and can provide
9 | enptional support and, in so doing, has rendered a service of
10 | trenmendous conpassion for mllions of people in this nation
11 | and abroad, NOW THEREFORE
12
13| Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:
14
15 That the Florida Senate recogni zes and commends Ronal d
16 | McDonal d House Charities for a quarter of a century of
17 | exceptional humanitarian service.
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