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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 31
By Representative Starks

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to unenpl oynent conpensation
anending s. 443.036, F.S.; revising a
definition for purposes of determning base
period; including additional cal endar years for
pur poses of reducing certain tax rates;
anending s. 443.111, F.S.; revising
determ nati ons of weekly benefit anobunt and
duration of benefits; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (7) of section 443.036, Florida
Statutes, as anended by chapter 98-149, Laws of Florida, is
amended to read:

443.036 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, unless
the context clearly requires otherw se:

(7) BASE PERI OD. - -

(a) "Base period" nmeans the first four of the |ast
five conpl eted cal endar quarters inmedi ately preceding the
first day of an individual's benefit year

(b) Wth respect to a benefit year commenci ng on or

after July 1, 1999, if an individual does not have qualifying

wages in his or her base period to qualify for benefits, the

di vi sion shall designate his or her base period to be the

"alternative base period," which neans the |ast four conpleted

cal endar quarters imediately preceding the individual's

benefit year. If information regardi ng wages for the cal endar

guarter or quarters imediately preceding the benefit year is

not available to the division fromthe regular quarterly
1
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1| reports of wage information and the division is not able to
2| obtain the informati on using other nmeans pursuant to state or
3| federal law, the division nmay base the deternination of

4 ) eligibility for benefits on the affidavit of the individua

5| with respect to wages for such cal endar quarters. The

6 | individual shall furnish payroll docunentation, if avail abl e,
7]in support of the affidavit. A deternination of benefits based
8| on an alternative base period shall be adjusted when the

9| quarterly report of wage infornmation fromthe enpl oyer is

10 | received if that information causes a change in the

11 | determ nation

12 Section 2. Notwithstanding s. 443.131(3), Florida

13| Statutes, for the 1999 and 2000 cal endar years or any quarter
14 | thereof, the division shall subtract 0.5 percent from each
15| enpl oyer's assigned tax rate, except for those enpl oyers who
16 | are assigned the initial rate or who have been assigned a

17 | contribution rate of 5.4 percent or higher for nore than 36
18 | nonths. Notwi thstanding s. 443.131(2), Florida Statutes, for
19 | the 1999 and 2000 cal endar years, each enpl oyer whose

20 | enpl oynent record has been chargeable with benefit paynents
21| for less than eight cal endar quarters shall pay contributions
22| at the initial rate of 2 percent.

23 Section 3. Subsection (3) and paragraph (a) of

24 | subsection (5) of section 443.111, Florida Statutes, are

25| anended to read:

26 443.111 Paynent of benefits.--

27 (3) MWEEKLY BENEFI T AMOUNT. --An individual's "weekly
28 | benefit amount" shall be an anmpbunt equal to one twenty-sixth
29 | of the total wages for insured work paid during that quarter
30| of the base period in which such total wages paid were the
31 | highest, but not |ess than $32 or nore than$275%$256. For
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l|claims with benefit years beginning July 1, 1999 1997, throtgh
5 I ’ ’ it I ey "

3 . .

4

5

6

7

8

9 | but—not—tess—than—$32—or—rerethan—$275—For—etaims—wth

10 | benetHt—years—beginningJantary—1+—1998-t hr ough June 30, 2000
11| 998, an additional 5 percent of the weekly benefit anount

12 | shall be added for the first 8 conpensabl e weeks of benefits
13 | paid, not to exceed $288. Such weekly benefit amount, if not a
14 | nultiple of $1, shall be rounded downward to the nearest ful
15| dol l ar anpunt. The nmaxi nrum weekly benefit amount in effect at
16 | the tine the claimant establishes an individual weekly benefit
17 | amount shall be the maxi mum benefit anount applicable

18 | t hroughout the claimant's benefit year

19 (5) DURATI ON OF BENEFITS. - -

20 (a)1. Any otherwi se eligible individual shall be

21| entitled during any benefit year to a total anount of benefits
22 | equal to 25 percent of the total wages in the base period, not
23 | to exceed$6,500—For—ctaims—wth—benefit—years—begranngJuby
24 ’ ’ ’ ’ -

25 4 et T o et

26 | shatt—be—-added—to—the—ecalcutatedtotal——anpunt—of—benefits—the
27 | sumof—whi-ch—ray—not—exceed—$6,596—For—benef+t—years

23 | beainni ’ ’ I : L erible—irdi el
29 W Lt ed—durd I T I F
30 | benefi+ts—eqgual—to—25—percent—of—the—total—wages—in—the—base
31 | period—mot—to—exceed $7,150. For clainms with benefit years
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begi nning July 1, 1999 Januvary—31—21998, through June 30, 2000
1998, an additional anobunt equal to 5 percent of the weekly

benefit anmount nultiplied by 8 shall be added to the

cal cul ated total anount of benefits, the sum of which may not
exceed $7, 254. However, such total anount of benefits, if not
a multiple of $1, shall be rounded downward to the nearest

full dollar anpbunt. Such benefits shall be payable at a weekly
rate no greater than the weekly benefit anount.

2. For the purposes of this subsection, wages shall be
counted as "wages for insured work" for benefit purposes with
respect to any benefit year only if such benefit year begins
subsequent to the date on which the enploying unit by whom
such wages were paid has satisfied the conditions of this
chapter with respect to becom ng an enpl oyer.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1 of the
year in which enacted.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Revi ses PFOVISIOHS of unenploynent conpensation law to
provide for a determnation of an alternative base
period, including an additional cal endar year_ for
Burposes of redUC|ng tax rates, and to determ ne weekly
depefit anount and duration of benefits. See bill for
etails.
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