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By the Conmittee on Health Care Services and
Repr eSent ati ves. Goode, Mel vin, Peaden, Hart, Barrei
Farkas, Fiorentino, Val des, CaseY G eenstein, Vi
Sanderson, Ritter, Fasano, [ er and Cosgrove

o, Bromn
| obos

ir
| al obos

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to health care service

3 prograns; anending s. 641.3903, F.S.; providing
4 t hat described adverse actions by a health

5 nMai nt enance organi zati on agai nst a health care
6 provider constitute an unfair nmethod of

7 conpetition and an unfair or deceptive act or

8 practice; anmending s. 641.315, F. S

9 prohibiting the ternmination of a contract

10 bet ween a heal th nmai nt enance organi zation and a
11 heal th care provider unless the party

12 terminating the contract provides a witten

13 expl anati on of the contract termination

14 providing restrictions on the use of specified
15 information; providing a definition; anending
16 s. 641.51, F.S.; providing for continued

17 coverage and care of subscribers when a

18 contractual agreenent between a health

19 nMai nt enance organi zation or a prepaid health

20 clinic and a treating provider is term nated

21 for any reason other than for cause; providing
22 limtations and conditions of such continued

23 coverage and care; providing an exception

24 providing applicability; providing an effective
25 dat e.

26

27| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
28

29 Section 1. Subsection (14) is added to section
30| 641. 3903, Florida Statutes, to read:

31
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1 641.3903 Unfair nethods of conpetition and unfair or

2 | deceptive acts or practices defined.--The follow ng are

3| defined as unfair nmethods of conpetition and unfair or

4 | deceptive acts or practices:

5 (14) ADVERSE ACTI ON AGAI NST A PROVI DER. --Any of the

6| foll owi ng actions by a health nmmi ntenance organi zati on agai nst
7 | a provider when such actions are taken on the basis that the
8 | provider communicated information to the provider's patient

9 | regarding nedical care or treatnent options for the patient

10 | when the provider deens know edge of such information by the
11| patient to be in the best interest of the patient:

12 (a) Ternmination of a contract with a provider

13 (b) Refusal to conpensate the provider for health care
14 | services provided to subscribers; or

15 (c) Any other retaliatory action agai nst the provider
16 Section 2. Subsection (9) is added to section 641. 315
17 | Florida Statutes, to read

18 641. 315 Provider contracts.--

19 (9) A health maintenance organi zati on may not
20| termnate a contract with a health care provider, and a health
21| care provider nay not ternminate a contract with a health
22 | mai nt enance organi zation, unless the party termnating the
23 | contract provides the ternminated party with a witten
24 | expl anation of the reasons for the contract ternination, which
25| may include termnation for business reasons of the
26 | termnating party. The reasons provided in the notice required
271 in this section or any other information relating to the
28 | reason for ternination may not be used as substantive
29 | evidence, but nmay be used for inpeachnent purposes in any
30| adnministrative or civil action initiated by the term nated
31| party against the ternminating party. For the purposes of this
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1| subsection, the term"health care provider" shall nmean any

2 | physician or group of physicians |icensed under chapter 458,
3 | chapter 459, chapter 460, chapter 461, or chapter 466.

4 Section 3. Subsection (7) of section 641.51, Florida
5| Statutes, is anended to read:

6 641.51 Quality assurance program second nedica

7 | opinion requirenent. --

8 (7) When a contractual agreenent between an

9| organi zation and a treating provider is termnated for any

10 | reason ot her than for cause, each party erganization shal

11 | al | ow subscribers for whomtreatnment was active to continue
12 | coverage and care when nedically necessary through conpletion
13| of treatnment of a condition for which the subscriber was

14 | receiving care at the tinme of the termnation, until the

15 | subscri ber sel ects another treating provider, or during the
16 | next open enrol |l nent period offered by the organization

17 | whichever is longer, but no longer than 6 nonths after

18 | termination of the contract fer—66—tdays—wth—atermnated

19 | treating—provider—whenredcattynecessary,—provi-ded—the

20 | stbseriber—has—aHfe-threatenng—econdition—or—adisabHng—and
21 | degenerative—<condition. Each party to the term nated contract
22 | erganizat+on shall allow a subscriber who has initiated a

23 | course of prenatal care, irrespective of the trinester in

24 | which the care is initiated, ts—+nathethirdtrimester—of

25 | pregrancy to continue care and coverage wth—a—termnated

26 | treating—provider until conpl etion of postpartum care.

27 | However, the provisions of this subsection shall not preclude
28 | a provider fromrefusing to continue to provide care to a

29 | particul ar subscriber for reasons unrelated to the ternination
30| of the provider's contract with the health nai ntenance

31| organi zation. For care continued under this subsection,the
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organi zation and the provider shall continue to be bound by
the terns of the |ast contract nmutually agreed to fer—stuch
. I  Thi I . b I .

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
law, and shall apply only to contracts entered into on or
after the effective date of this act.
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