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Abill to be entitled
An act relating to the City of Tall ahassee;
providing for the relief of Warren Wat hi ngton
and his father, Carl Wathington, for injuries
sustained as a result of the negligent conduct
of tennis pros enployed by the City of
Tal | ahassee; providing for an appropriation by
the City of Tall ahassee; providing an effective
dat e.

WHEREAS, on Septenber 15, 1993, 15-year-old Warren
Weat hi ngton was a participant in the Tournanent Tough Trai ning
Canp run by the City of Tallahassee and as such was placed in
the care of the City of Tall ahassee tennis pro enpl oyees, and

WHEREAS, during the training session on that date,
Warren Weat hi ngt on was using a piece of training equi pment
known as the Viper, which was purchased, nmaintained, and put
into use in an inproper fashion on that day by the enpl oyees
of the Gty of Tallahassee, and

WHEREAS, the Viper training device utilizes an elastic
rubber hose attached to a nmetal hook on one end and a belt on
t he other end, and

WHEREAS, due to the city's enpl oyees' i nproper
attachnment of the Viper training device to a chain |ink fence,
the netal hood becane a dangerous missile that flew through
the air and inpacted Warren Wat hi ngton's head, |odged into
his skull, and penetrated his brain tissue, and

WHEREAS, Warren Weat hi ngton survived the acci dent but
has sustai ned permanent serious brain damage as a result of
the traumatic brain injury, and
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WHEREAS, on January 7, 1994, a Conplaint was filed on
behal f of Warren Weathington and his father in Grcuit Court
in Leon County, and

WHEREAS, in April of 1998, the case was tried before a
jury that found the Gty of Tallahassee negligent and awarded
damages to Warren Wat hi ngton and his father, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the jury's verdict, a Fina
Judgrment was entered against the City of Tallahassee in the
amount of $1, 005,000 for Warren Weat hi ngton and $11, 348. 77 for
his father, Carl Wathington, and

WHEREAS, the court also entered a cost judgment in the
anmount of $23,173.89 in favor of Warren Wat hi ngton, and

WHEREAS, the City of Tallahassee has paid nothing to
ei ther Warren Weat hi ngton or his father, Carl Wat hi ngton
NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The facts as stated in the preanble to this
act are found and declared to be true.

Section 2. The City of Tallahassee is authorized and
directed to appropriate fromthe funds of the city not
ot herwi se appropriated and to draw warrants in the sum of
$750, 000. 00 fromwhich the costs and attorneys' fees shall be
paid up front. The renmmi ni ng amount shall be used to purchase
an annuity for the lifetine of the plaintiff, Warren
Weat hi ngton, with a guarantee of 25 years certain. Such suns
i nclude the anount payable fromthe city pursuant to section
768. 28, Florida Statutes, Florida's sovereign immunity
statute.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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