HB 477, First Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to instructional technol ogy;
3 anending s. 229.603, F.S.; providing
4 requi rements for school technol ogy plans;
5 requiring district technol ogy plans; requiring
6 t he Departnent of Education to devel op
7 t echnol ogy capability thresholds; revising
8 requirenments relating to the distribution and
9 use of technol ogy funding; elimnating
10 provisions relating to technol ogy grants and
11 grant administration; revising the content of
12 an annual report; creating s. 229.604, F.S.
13 relating to access to technol ogy tools;
14 requiring the Departnent of Education to
15 devel op a plan to increase student access to
16 t echnol ogy; anending s. 229.8041, F.S.
17 revi sing Departnent of Education actions
18 regardi ng educational conputing to include
19 conducting eval uations regarding the
20 achi evenent of technol ogy threshol ds; providing
21 an effective date.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. Section 229.603, Florida Statutes, is
26 | anended to read:
27 229.603 Instructional Technol ogy Gant Program --There
28 | is created the Instructional Technol ogy &ant Program
29 (1) SCHOCOL TECHNOLOGY PLANS. - - Each school, including
30 | school s operating for the purpose of providing education
31| services to youth in juvenile justice comitnent and detention
1
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1| facilities, nust address proposals for inplenenting
2| instructional technology in either the school inprovenent plan
3| or a school technol ogy pl an whi ch has been approved by the
4] district school board, pursuant to s. 230.23(16)(a). The
5| technol ogy plan or the portion of the school inprovenent plan
6 | addr essi ng technol ogy nust:
7 (a) Address the achi evenent of technol ogy capability
8 | threshol ds established by the Departnent of Education
9| according to this section; and
10 (b) Address safe access to the school nedia center
11 | outside of the regul ar school day.
12 (2) DI STRICT TECHNOLOGY PLANS. --Each district nust
13 | subnit a district technology plan to the Departnent of
14 | Education that is a strategic, |long-range plan that has been
15 | devel oped using informati on fromthe technol ogy pl ans of
16 | schools in the district and the technol ogy capability
17 | threshol ds established by the Departnent of Education. The
18 | plan shall be for a period of at |east 3 years but no nore
19 | than 5 years and the initial district plan shall be submitted
20| to the departnment by Novenber 1, 2000. A new plan shall be
21| submitted by Novenber 1 in the final year of the prior plan
22 | and an update nust be subnitted by Novenber 1 of each of the
23| interimyears for the duration of the plan. The pl an shal
24 | include the follow ng essential el enents:
25 (a) A mission statenent including, but not linmted to,
26 | how the district will incorporate technology into the
27 | educational programto pronpte the effective use of technol ogy
28| to inplenent the state academ c standards to inprove student
29 | perfornmance.
30 (b) A background conponent that includes, but is not
31| linmted to:
2
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1. Relevant district, econom c, geographic, and

denographic factors affecting the inpl enentation of

t echnol ogy.
2. The planning process used to devel op the plan

whi ch nmust include i nput fromcomunity, business, and

i ndustry.
(c) A needs assessnent including, but not limted to,

the foll owi ng goal s:

1. ldentification of technol ogy infrastructure,

equi pnent, assistive technol ogy, progranm ng (educationa

materials, software, and nedia), replacenent, training, and

support needs.

2. Short-termgoals to be achieved within 1 year and

|l ong-termgoals to be achieved within 3 to 5 years. Both

short-termand long-termgoals shall be listed in a ranked

priority order and shall be established considering the

i ndi vi dual school technol ogy plans and the technol ogy

capability threshol ds established by the departnent.

(d) A funding plan linked to the technol ogy capability
t hr eshol ds.
(e) A technology acquisition plan that addresses:

1. Program devel opnent.

2. Pr ocur enent .

3. Achievenent of the technol ogy capability
t hr eshol ds.
(f) An access plan that addresses:

1. Shared use.

2. Equitable access, including appropriate access to

external instructional services and programing providers such

as public libraries, charter schools, renpte teaching sites,

hone school connections, and online products and services.

3
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3. Security.

(g) A user support plan.

(h) A staff training plan which includes, but is not

limted to, provisions for increasing use of technology in the

cl assroom and nedia center according to the technol ogy

capability threshol ds.

(i) A program eval uation which includes, but is not

limted to, a description of how the technol ogy acquired is

being integrated into the school curriculumand affecting

student achi evenrent and progress toward neeting the

educati onal goals of the state academ c standards.
(3) TECHNOLOGY CAPABI LI TY THRESHOLDS. - - The Depart nent
of Education shall, in consultation with high technol ogy

busi ness and industry partners, devel op technol ogy capability

t hreshol ds that describe | evels of reasonabl e standards of

technol ogi cal capability to be consecutively achieved in a

school for the school to effectively utilize instructiona

t echnol ogy. The technol ogy capability threshol ds shall be

designed to ensure that Florida' s students have skills that

neet the needs of Florida businesses and industry and shall be

updat ed annually. The departnment shall devel op the technol ogy

capability thresholds by January 1, 2000. By January 1 each

year thereafter, the threshol ds nust be updated.
(4) (1) TECHNOLOGY GRANT FUNDI NG --Begi nning with the
2000- 2001 school year, districts shall distribute to schools

the funds received for public school technol ogy on the basis

of technol ogy i ssues addressed by the school in the schoo

i mprovenent plan pursuant to s. 230.23(16) or in a school plan

for inplenenting instructional technology subnitted to and

approved by the district school board. To receive funding, a

proposed project nust be in a school that has achi eved the

4
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appropriate technol ogy capability threshold for the proposed

project and the proposed project nust be consistent with the

district's technology plan. Preference for funding shall be

gi ven to schools which neet one or nore of the foll ow ng

criteria:
(a) The school has matched the request with other

funds and private sector contributions to the maxi num extent

possi bl e, as determ ned by the school board.

(b) The project is to be inplenented in a critically

| ow perforning school in order for that school to achieve the

appropriate technol ogy capability threshol d.
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16 .
17 (5) 3y REPCRTS. - -Begi nni ng January 1, 2000 199%, the
18 | conmi ssi oner shall nmake an annual report to the Legislature
19 | within 60 days prior to the beginning of the regular
20| l egislative session. The report shall include:
21 (a) A summary of the status of the Instructiona
22 | Technol ogy &ant Program including a description of the
23 | technol ogy capability threshol ds devel oped by the departnent
24 | according to this section, and the status of schoo
25| achi evenent of the thresholds.
26 (b) Recommendations to inprove the efficiency and
27 | pronote the utilization of instructional technol ogy.
28 Section 2. Section 229.604, Florida Statutes, is
29 | created to read:
30 229.604 Access to technol ogy tools.--The Departnent of
31 | Education shall develop a plan to provide access for students
7
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1| to technology to support students' educational progress in the
2| comunity, at work, at school, and at hone. The plan shal
3 | encourage districts and schools to furnish safe access to
4| school nedia centers outside of the regular school day, and to
5] consider the construction of entrances which nmay be accessed
6| fromthe outer perineter of the school canpus when pl anni ng
7| for new construction or renodeling projects.
8 Section 3. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (2) of
9| section 229.8041, Florida Statutes, to read:
10 229. 8041 Educational conputing.--
11 (2) | MPLEMENTATI ON OF POLI CY.--The departnent is
12 | aut hori zed and encouraged to assist school districts,
13 | conmunity coll eges, and state universities to nake appropriate
14 | use of conputing. Departnent actions for this purpose nay
15| i ncl ude, but need not be limted to:
16 (e) Conducting evaluations of the status of school and
17 | district use of technology to determine if technol ogy
18 | capability threshol ds, as established by the departnment, are
19 | appropriate and effective.
20 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
21| l aw.
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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