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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 672
By Senat or Hol zendor f

2-405-99 See HB 59
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to fictitious nanmes; creating
s. 501.97, F.S.; prohibiting use of a
fictitious nanme for certain purposes; providing
penalties; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 501.97, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
501.97 Deceptive trade practices; tel ephone

directori es and dat abases; penalties.--

(1)(a) A person nmay not nisrepresent the geographic

| ocation of the supplier of a service or product by listing a

fictitious business nane or an assuned business nane in a

| ocal tel ephone directory if:

1. The nane nisrepresents the geographic |ocation of

t he supplier;

2. The listing fails to identify the address,

including the state of the business of the supplier

3. Calls to the local tel ephone nunber are routinely

f orwarded or otherw se transferred to a business |ocation that

is outside the calling area covered by the | ocal tel ephone

di rectory; and

4. The business |location of the supplier is located in

a county that is not contiguous to a county in the calling

area covered by the | ocal tel ephone directory.

(b) A person may not list a fictitious business nane

or assuned business nane in a directory assistance database
if:
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1. The nane nisrepresents the geographic |ocation of

t he supplier;

2. Calls to the local tel ephone nunber are routinely

f orwarded or otherw se transferred to a business |ocation that

is outside the local calling area; and

3. The business location of the supplier is located in

a county that is not contiguous to a county in the |oca

calling area

For purposes of this section, a tel ephone conpany or other

provider of a tel ephone directory or directory assistance

service or its officer or agent is imune fromliability for

publishing the listing of a fictitious business nane or

assuned busi ness nane of a supplier inits directory or

di rectory assi stance dat abase unl ess the tel ephone conpany or

ot her provider of a tel ephone or directory assistance service

is the sane person as the supplier of services or products who

has conmitted the deceptive act. This section applies to al

directories published after the effective date of this act.

(2) Any person violating the provisions of this

section is guilty of a deceptive and unfair trade practice and

subject to any and all penalties under part |l of chapter 501

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Prohibits a person fromusing a fictitious name in the
conduct of business with an intent to msrepresent the
?eo?raphlc origin or |ocation of the business. Provides
hat a person who violates this act is gUIItY of a
deceptive and unfair trade practice. See bill for

detai | s.
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