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By Representative CGottlieb

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to truancy; anending s.

3 229.8345, F.S.; defining a habitual truant;

4 anending s. 236.081, F.S.; anendi ng procedures

5 that nust be followed in deternining the annua

6 al l ocation to each school district for

7 operation; requiring the average daily

8 attendance of the student nenbership in each

9 programto be cal cul ated by school and by

10 district; requiring average daily attendance to

11 be used as the sole basis for deternining the

12 base student allocation; providing an effective

13 dat e.

14

15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16

17 Section 1. Section 229.8345, Florida Statutes, is
18 | anended to read:

19 229.8345 Habitual truants; identification.--
20 (1) The Departnent of Education shall analyze the
21| current nethods of collecting data on student attendance and
22 | shall devel op inproved nethods of identifying children who are
23| habitually truant. The departnent shall provide technica
24 | assistance to school districts in order to allow each district
25| to accurately identify students whose chronic absence from
26 | school may not ot herw se be readily apparent to schoo
27 | personnel
28 (2) Beginning with school year 2001-2002, a student
29 | who is truant a total of 18 tinmes in any programshall be
30| identified as a habitual truant.
31
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Section 2. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1) of
section 236.081, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enment, are
amended to read:

236.081 Funds for operation of schools.--If the annua
all ocation fromthe Florida Education Finance Programto each
district for operation of schools is not determined in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
t he annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as
foll ows:

(1) COWPUTATI ON OF THE BASI C AMOUNT TO BE | NCLUDED FOR
OPERATI ON. - - The followi ng procedure shall be followed in
determ ning the annual allocation to each district for
oper ati on:

(a) Determination of full-tine equival ent
nmenber shi p. --During each of several school weeks, including
schedul ed i ntersessions of a year-round school program during
the fiscal year, a program nenbership survey of each schoo
shal | be made by each district by aggregating the full-tine
equi val ent student nenbership of each program by school and by
district. The departnent shall establish the nunber and
i nterval of nenbership cal cul ations, except that for basic and
speci al prograns such cal cul ations shall not exceed nine for
any fiscal year. The district's full-tinme equival ent
nmenbership shall be conputed and currently maintained in
accordance with regul ati ons of the comm ssioner. Begi nni ng
wi th school year 1999-2000, each school district shall nake a

program nenbershi p survey that docunents the average daily

attendance of the student nenbership in each program by schoo

and by district. The average daily attendance nust be conputed

by dividing the total daily attendance of the student
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1| menbership in each program by the nunber of days in the

2 | program

3 (b) Deternination of base student allocation.--The

4 | base student allocation for the Florida Education Fi nance

5| Program for kindergarten through grade 12 shall be determ ned

6 | annually by the Legislature and shall be that anount

7| prescribed in the current year's General Appropriations Act.

8 | Begi nning with school year 2001-2002, the average daily

9 | attendance as conputed under paragraph (a) nust be used as the

10| sole basis for determ ning the base student all ocation

11 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.

12
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14 SENATE SUMVARY

15 Defines a habitual truant. Revises the procedures that
nmust be followed in determ ning the annual allocation to

16 each school district of funds for the operation of
school s. Beginning with school year 1999-2000, requires

17 t he average da|I% attendance of "the student nenbership in
each programto be cal cul ated by school and by district.

18 Beglnnln? wi th school year 2001-2002, requires average
daily atfendance to be used as the sole basis for

19 determ ning the base student allocation
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