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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 695
By Representative Hil

An act

Abill to be entitled
relating to firearns; anending s.

790.001, F.S.; defining the term"l ocking
device"; amending s. 790.174, F.S.; providing

that a | ocking device may be used for the

purpose of lawfully storing a firearmw thin

access of a mnor, as defined; requiring a

person to secure a firearmwith a | ocking

devi ce under specified circunstances when the

firearmis left or stored on prenises where

such m nor resides; providing penalties for

failure to store or leave the firearmin the

requi red manner, under specified circunstances;

providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (19) is added to section
790.001, Florida Statutes, to read

790.001 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, except
where the context otherw se requires:

(19)

"Locki ng device" nmeans a devi ce that when

install ed on

a firearmand secured by neans of a key or a

nechanical l y

or electronically operated conbi nation | ock

prevents the

firearmfrom being di scharged without first

deactivating

or renoving the device by neans of a key or a

nechanical l y

or electronically operated conbi nation | ock

Section 2. Section 790.174, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

790. 174 Safe storage of firearns required.--
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(1) A person who stores or |eaves, on a prenise under
his or her control, a |oaded firearm as defined in s.
790. 001, and who knows or reasonably should know t hat a minor
is likely to gain access to the firearmw thout the | awful
perm ssion of the mnor's parent or the person having charge
of the mnor, or without the supervision required by |aw,
shal|l keep the firearmin a securely | ocked box or container
or in a location that whieh a reasonabl e person woul d believe

to be secure or shall secure it with a trigger lock or a

| ocki ng device, except when the person is carrying the firearm

on his or her body or within such close proxinity thereto that
he or she can retrieve and use it as easily and quickly as if
he or she carried it on his or her body. However, if the

person stores or |leaves the firearmon any prenises where the

person knows or reasonably should know that a mnor is

tenmporarily or permanently residing, the person nmust in al

cases secure the firearmwi th an activated | ocking device, in

addition to keeping the firearmin a secure |ocation, except

when the person is carrying the firearmon his or her body or

within such close proxinmity thereto that he or she can

retrieve it and use it as easily and quickly as if he or she

carried it on his or her body.

(2) It is a nmisdeneanor of the second degree,
puni shable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, if a
person viol ates subsection (1) by failing to store or |eave a
firearmin the required manner and as a result thereof a ninor
gains access to the firearm w thout the | awful perm ssion of
the minor's parent or the person having charge of the m nor
and possesses or exhibits it, wi thout the supervision required
by | aw.

(a) In a public place; or
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1 (b) In a rude, careless, angry, or threateni ng nmanner

2|in violation of s. 790.10.

3

4 | This subsection does not apply if the minor obtains the

5| firearmas a result of an unlawful entry by any person

6 (3) As used in this act, the term"nminor" neans any

7 | person under the age of 16.

8 Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 1999.
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11 SENATE SUMVARY

12 _ . . :
Defines the term"l ocking device" with respect to

13 specified provisions relating to firearns. Provi des that
a |l ocking device may be used for the purpose of lawfully

14 storing a firearmw thin access of a mnor under a ]
speci fied age, Requires a person to secure a firearmwth

15 a_ |l ocki ng device under specified circunstances when the
firearmis left or stored on prem ses where a m nor

16 resides. Provides penalties for failure to store or |eave
the firearmin the required nmanner, under specified

17 ci rcunst ances
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