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By the Conmittees on Education ApPropriations, Communi ty
Col | eges & Career Prep and Representatives Wse and Kelly

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to criminal justice; creating
3 provisions relating to crimnal justice
4 training; providing |legislative intent;
5 providing for transfer of existing prograns and
6 facilities fromschool districts to community
7 col l eges; requiring an anal ysis; providing
8 programrequi renents; providing for funding;
9 providing a guideline for the future approval
10 of prograns; anending s. 943.13, F. S.; revising
11 m ni nrum qual i fications for enploynent as a | aw
12 enforcenent or correctional officer; anending
13 s. 943.17, F.S.; revising requirenents rel ating
14 to basic recruit, advanced, and career
15 devel opnent training prograns; providing
16 requirements regarding the Crimnal Justice
17 St andards and Trai ni ng Commi ssi on; anending s
18 943.31, F.S.; providing legislative intent
19 regardi ng | aw enforcenent; providing an
20 ef fective date.
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Crimnal justice training.--
25 (1) INTENT.--To consolidate and nore efficiently use
26 | state and taxpayer resources, responsibility for existing
27 | public crinmnal justice training prograns will be shifted and
28 | a 2-year degree programfor |aw enforcenent training which
29 | will articulate with bachelor's degree prograns offered by
30| institutions within the State University System or by
31| i ndependent colleges and universities will be established. It
1
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is the goal of the Legislature that the nmini nrum annual sal ary

for law enforcenent officers be increased to $24,000 by 2005

as a result of increased educational requirenents.

(2) EXISTING PUBLI C CRIM NAL JUSTI CE TRAI NI NG
PROGRAMS. - -

(a) Notwithstanding ss. 229.551(1)(g), 230.02, 230. 35,
230. 64, 239.115(2), and 240.115(1)(a)-(c) and (2), Florida
Statutes, or any other provision of law to the contrary,

crimnal justice training prograns will transfer to comunity

col |l eges, at which tine:

1. Responsibility for the provision of basic recruit,

advanced, career devel opnent, and continuing training courses

and prograns offered in public crimnal justice training

prograns, and for the operation of existing public crimnna

justice training prograns will be shifted fromthe schoo

district to the conmunity coll ege in whose service area the

public criminal justice training programis | ocat ed.

2. Crimnal justice training program educationa

facilities and educational plants, as defined in section
235.011(6) and (7), owned by the state or paid for with only
state funds, shall be transferred to the conmunity coll ege

except that if such an educational facility or educationa

plant, or part of such facility or plant, is used for purposes

in addition to public crimnal justice training, the Cininal

Justice Standards and Trai ni ng Commi ssion shall nediate the

transfer or a suitable nmultiuse arrangenent.

3. Crimnal justice training program educationa

facilities and educational plants, as defined in section
235.011(6) and (7), owned by the school district or paid for
in whole or in part with local tax dollars shall be |leased to

the community coll ege, except that if such an educationa
2
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1| facility or educational plant, or part of such facility or
2| plant, is used for purposes in addition to public crimnna
3]ljustice training, the Crimnal Justice Standards and Traini ng
4 | Conmission shall nediate a suitable | ease agreenent. |In the
5| event that a school district and a comunity coll ege cannot
6| agree on the ternms and conditions of the | ease agreenent, the
7| Cimnal Justice Standards and Trai ni ng Conmi ssi on shal
8| finalize the agreenent and report its decision to the
9| Legislature. The Departnent of Education, Ofice of
10 | Educational Facilities shall conduct an analysis, by Decenber
11 ) 31 of the year in which the programis transferred, to
12 | determi ne the anmpbunt of local tax contribution used in the
13 | construction of a school district owned crimnal justice
14 | trai ning program educational facility or educational plant
15| affected by the transfer. This analysis shall be used to
16 | establish a purchase price for the facility or plant. The
17 | local conmunity college district board of trustees may nmake a
18 | | egi sl ati ve budget request through the State Board of
19 | Conmunity Coll eges to purchase the facility or plant, or nmay
20| continue to lease the facility or plant.
21 4, Certification of the programgranted by the
22 | Crimnal Justice Standards and Training Commission will be
23| transferred to the respective comunity coll ege whi ch nust
24 | continue to neet the requirenents of the conmi ssion
25 5. The community col |l ege board of trustees shall
26 | subject to review by the advisory council established pursuant
27 | to subsection (3)(a), provide for school district public
28 | crimnal justice training staff enployed in full-tine,
29 | budgeted positions to be transferred into the community
30| coll ege personnel systemat the sane rate of salary.
31| Retirenent and | eave provisions will be transferred according
3
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to law. |If such enpl oyees do not possess the faculty

credentials required by the accrediting body, transition of

the program shall include provisions for the enpl oyees to

obtain the required credentials.

6. |If the school district is the fiscal agent for the

Crimnal Justice Standards and Training Trust Fund, the

regional training council shall appoint a fiscal agent

according to the provisions of chapter 11B-18, Florida
Adnmi ni strative Code.
7. The Departnent of Education shall shift all funds

generated by students in the training prograns including FTE

or workforce devel opnent, recurring, and nonrecurring funds

fromthe appropriate school district to the respective

community coll ege

(b) The following crimnal justice training prograns

will transfer to the comunity college within the sane service

area on July 1, 1999:

1. The Kenneth A. Bragg Regional Public Safety

Tr ai ni ng Conpl ex;

2. The Pat Thomas Law Enforcenent Acadeny; and

3. The Criminal Justice Training School at St

Augustine Technical Center

(c) The following crimnal justice training prograns

will transfer to the comunity college within the sane service

area on July 1, 2000:

1. The Criminal Justice Acadeny of Osceol a;

2. The Crimnal Justice Training Center at CGeorge
St one Area Vo-Tech Center; and
3. The Criminal Justice Acadeny at Sarasota County

Techni cal Institute.

4
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1 (d) The following crimnal justice training prograns

2| wll transfer to the comunity college within the sane service
3| area on July 1, 2001

4 1. The Southwest Florida Crininal Justice Acadeny;

5 2. The public crininal justice training program at

6 | Manat ee Techni cal Institute;

7 3. The Criminal Justice Training Acadeny at

8 | Wthl acoochee Technical Institute; and

9 4. The public crininal justice training program at

10 | Washi ngt on- Hol nes Techni cal Center

11

12 | Those state agencies and | ocal | aw enforcenent agencies that
13| are currently certified by the conmission to offer training

14| will be allowed to continue to offer such training.

15 (3) PROGRAM REQUI REMENTS. - - Each trai ning program

16 | operated by a comunity college will be regional in nature, as
17 | defined by the Crimnal Justice Standards and Traini ng

18 | Conmi ssion. Each board of trustees of a community college with
19 | responsibility for a public crinmnal justice training program
20 | nust:
21 (a) Establish a crimnal justice advisory counci
22 | which shall review policy, budget, scheduling, curricula, and
23| staffing matters pertaining to the crimnal justice training
24 | school, assist the community college in the selection of the
25| director of the crinminal justice training school, and work in
26 | cooperation with the regional training council to ensure that
27 | training needs of all agencies within the region are
28 | effectively net. The advisory council shall consist of the
29 | president, or his or her designhee and representatives of
30 | agencies fromeach discipline included in the training program
31| located within the college's service area. Such

5
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representatives shall be appointed pursuant to the provisions
of chapter 6A-14, Florida Adm nistrative Code, and shal
i nclude at |east one sheriff, or his or her designee, and a

chief of police, or his or her designee.

(b) Gve priority to local and state agencies in their

servi ce regi on when scheduling facility usage.

(c) Ofer an associate in science degree for crimna

justice training, of which basic recruit training is a

required el enent. The degree shall articulate with a conpani on

bachel or degree. Basic recruit training included in a | aw

enforcenent officer programshall be the equivalent of 30

college credits towards an associate in science degree, of

which at least 15 college credits nay be awarded as credit

towards an associate in arts degree. Basic recruit training

included in a correctional officer programshall be the

equi val ent of 24 college credits towards an associate in

sci ence degree of which at least 12 college credits may be

awarded as credit towards an associate in arts degree.

Not wi t hst andi ng ss. 229.551(1)(g), 230.02, 230.35, 230.64,
239.115(2), and 240.115(1)(a)-(c) and (2), Florida Statutes,
or any other provision of lawto the contrary, only comunity

coll eges are authorized to offer prograns and courses within

this associate in science degree.

(d) Not shift any crimnal justice funds fromcrin na

justice prograns to support other prograns.

(e) Provide an accounting of all fiscal matters

pertaining to the crinmnal justice prograns to the advisory

council, upon request.

(f) Not supplant acadenic training with fund-rai sing

vent ur es.

6
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(g) When required, provide postsecondary adult

vocational certificate and continui ng workforce educati on

noncredit options for students. Notw thstandi ng ss.
229.551(1)(g), 230.02, 230.35, 230.64, 239.115(2), and
240.115(1)(a)-(c) and (2), Florida Statutes, or any other
provision of lawto the contrary, only conmunity coll eges are

authori zed to offer prograns and courses specified in this

par agr aph.
(4) FUNDI NG --The community college shall qualify for

future facilities funding dollars upon transfer of the
facility. Notwi thstanding ss. 239.115(6)(a) and 239.117(6)(a),
Florida Statutes, or any other provision of lawto the

contrary, fees for continuing workforce education for public

| aw enforcenent and corrections officers shall not exceed 25

percent of the cost of the course.
(5) GU D NG PRINCIPLES.--In the future, it shall be
the policy of the Crimnal Justice Standards and Traini ng

Conmi ssion to approve public crimnal justice training

prograns based upon the principle that prograns that serve

students who have received a high school diplom, or its

equi val ent, or who have |l eft the secondary school system

shal | be admi ni stered under the governance of Florida's

Community College Systemor State University System Those

prograns that serve students in high school shall be

admi ni stered under the governance of the appropriate public

school system Students enrolled for these purposes nay

qgual i fy under dual enroll nent provisions.
Section 2. Subsection (3) of section 943.13, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

943.13 Oficers' nmninumaqualifications for enploynent
or appoi nt nent . - - Gar—er—after—Cetober—1—1984-Any person
7
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1| enployed or appointed as a full-tine, part-tine, or auxiliary
2| law enforcenent officer, correctional probation officer,or

3| correctional officer; including any person enpl oyed en—o+

4 , , —Fre;

5 - " . I et e ; I
6 ; , re;
7 | part—tirme—or—auxiHary—ecorrectiona—offieer by a private

8| entity under contract to the Departnent of Corrections, to a
9| county comm ssion, or to the Correctional Privatization

10 | Conmmi ssi on nust shat

11 (3) Be a high school graduate or its "equivalent" as
12 | the conmission has defined the termby rule; however, any

13 | person who applies to sit for the Law Enforcenent Oficer

14 | Certification Examon or after January 1, 2005, nust have

15| earned an associ ate degree or its equivalent, as defined by
16 | rul es adopted by the Criminal Justice Standards and Training
17 | Conmission. A person nay sit for the Law Enforcenent O ficer
18 | Certification Examafter January 1, 2005, if the person is
19 ) enrolled in an associ ate degree program Such certification
20| shall be revoked if the person does not conplete an associate
21 | degree within 5 years fromthe date of taking the exam
22 Section 3. Paragraphs (g) and (h) are added to
23 | subsection (1) of section 943.17, Florida Statutes, 1998
24 | Suppl enent, to read:
25 943.17 Basic recruit, advanced, and career devel opnent
26 | training prograns; participation; cost; evaluation.--The
27 | commi ssion shall, by rule, design, inplenment, nmaintain,
28 | evaluate, and revise job-related curricula and perfornmance
29 | standards for basic recruit, advanced, and career devel opnent
30| training progranms and courses. The rules shall include, but
3l | are not limted to, a nethodol ogy to assess rel evance of the

8
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1| subject matter to the job, student performance, and instructor
2 | conpetency. Notwithstanding ss. 229.551(1)(g), 230.02, 230. 35,
3| 230.64, 239.115(2), and 240.115(1)(a)-(c) and (2), or any

4| other provision of lawto the contrary, all basic recruit,

5 | advanced, career devel opnent, and continuing training courses
6 | and progranms offered in public crinminal justice training

7 | school s shall be conducted by Florida conmunity coll eges,

8 | except that those state agencies and | ocal |aw enforcenent

9| agencies that are currently certified by the conm ssion to

10| offer such training will be allowed to continue. Basic recruit
11| training included in a | aw enforcenent officer program shal

12 | be the equivalent of 30 college credits towards an associ ate
13 ] in science degree, of which at |least 15 college credits nay be
14 | awarded as credit towards an associate in arts degree. Basic
15| recruit training included in a correctional officer program
16 | shall be the equivalent of 24 college credits towards an

17 | associate in science degree, of which at |east 12 coll ege

18 | credits nay be awarded as credit towards an associate in arts
19 | degree.
20 (1) The conmi ssion shall:
21 (g) Provide for consistency and articul ati on bet ween
22 | community college basic recruit and training prograns
23 | specified by the commi ssi on and conpani on bachel or's degree
24 | prograns offered by state universities and i ndependent
25| col l eges and universities.
26 (h) Establish, in consultation with the State Board of
27 | Community Col |l eges, an associate in science degree in the area
28 | of crimnal justice which articulates with a correspondi ng
29 | bachelor's degree program Both the associate in science
30 | degree and the conpani on bachel or's degree nust incl ude basic
31
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training as a requirenent, which may be fulfilled by transfer

of credit froma comunity coll ege.
Section 4. Subsection (4) is added to section 943. 31
Fl orida Statutes, to read

943.31 Legislative intent.--1t is the intent of the
Legi sl ature to:
(4) Provide for consistency and articul ati on bet ween

community college basic recruit and training prograns
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