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HOUSE AMENDMENT
690- 100AXA- 38 Bill No. CS/HB 751 & others

Amrendnment No. 26 (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

Representative(s) Melvin and Cantens offered the foll ow ng:

Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 129, between lines 24 and 25,

i nsert:

Section 53. Subsection (2) of section 232.09, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

232.09 Parents and | egal guardi ans responsible for
attendance of children; attendance policy.--

(2) Each parent and | egal guardian of a child within
t he conmpul sory attendance age is responsible for the child's
school attendance as required by law. The absence of a child
fromschool is prima facie evidence of a violation of this
section; however, crimnal prosecution under this chapter may

not be brought against a parent, guardian, or other person
havi ng control of the child until the provisions of s.
232.17(2) have been conplied with. A parent or guardian of a
child is not responsible for the child' s nonattendance at
school under any of the foll owi ng conditions:

(a) Wth pernission.--The absence was with perm ssion
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of the head of the school; or

(b) Wthout know edge.--The absence was wi t hout the
parent's know edge, consent, or connivance, in which case the
child shall be dealt with as a dependent child; or

(c) Financial inability.--The parent was unabl e
financially to provide necessary clothes for the child, which
inability was reported in witing to the superintendent prior
to the opening of school or immediately after the begi nning of
such inability; provided, that the validity of any claimfor
exenption under this subsection shall be determ ned by the
superintendent subject to appeal to the school board; or

(d) Sickness, injury, or other insurnountable
condition. --Attendance was inpracticable or inadvisable on
account of sickness or injury, attested to by a witten
statenent of a licensed practicing physician, or was
i mpracti cabl e because of sone ot her stated insurnountable
condition as defined by rules of the state board. If a student
is continually sick and repeatedly absent from school, he or
she nmust be under the supervision of a physician in order to
receive an excuse from attendance. Such excuse provides that a
student's condition justifies absence for nore than the nunber
of days permitted by the district school board.

Each district school board shall establish an attendance
policy which includes, but is not limted to, the required
nunber of days each school year that a student nust be in
attendance and the nunber of absences and tardi nesses after
whi ch a statenent explaining such absences and tardi nesses
nmust be on file at the school. Each school in the district
nust determine if an absence or tardiness is excused or
unexcused according to criteria established by the district
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school board.

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 9, line 24, after the sem col on

i nsert:
anending s. 232.09, F.S.; clarifying scope of
reference to term"crimnal prosecution”
3
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