Florida Senate - 1999 SB 754

By the Cormittee on Ethics and El ections; and Senators
gaunders, Carlton, Meek, Hargrett, Sebesta, Kirkpatrick and
0Ssi n

313-710-99
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to elections; anending s.
3 99.095, F.S.; nodifying the requirenents for
4 the alternative nethod of qualifying; anmending
5 s. 99.0955, F.S.; nodifying the requirenents
6 for a candidate with no party affiliation to
7 obtain ballot position; anmending s. 99. 096,
8 F.S.; nodifying the requirenents for a mnor
9 party candidate to obtain ballot position
10 anmending s. 99.09651, F.S.; nodifying the
11 petition requirenents in a year of
12 apportionnent; anending s. 103.021, F.S.
13 nodi fying the requirenents for certain ninor
14 parties to have the nanes of their candi dates
15 for President and Vice President printed on the
16 ball ot; anmending s. 99.097, F.S.; allowng
17 m nor party candi dates to have petitions
18 verified at no charge; anending s. 105. 035,
19 F.S.; nodifying the requirenents for the
20 alternative nethod of qualifying for judicial
21 candi dates; anendi ng ss. 99.021, 99.061
22 99. 092, 99.0965, 100.111, 100.141, 101.151
23 101. 191, 101.251, 101.5606, 106.143, F.S., to
24 conform providing an effective date.
25
26 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27
28 Section 1. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 99.095
29| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
30 99.095 Alternative nethod of qualifying.--
31
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(3) When a candidate has filed the oath prescribed in
subsection (1), the candidate may begin to seek signatures on
petitions supporting his or her candidacy. Only signatures of

el ectors who are reglstered in the pﬁ+f%fea+—paf%y—by—mhfeh

vete—+n—the county, district, or other geographical entity
represented by the office sought shall be counted toward

obt ai ni ng the mi ni num nunbers of signatures prescribed in this
subsection. A candidate for an office el ected on—a statew de

bas+s shall obtain the signatures of a number of qualified

el ectors equal to at least 1 3 percent of the total nunber of

regi stered el ectors of Florida who—are—t+eg-stered—in—theparty

by—whi-ch—the—candi-date—seeks—rnoennation, as shown by the
conpilation by the Departnent of State for the last preceding

general election. A candidate for any federal, state, county,
or district office to be elected on I ess than a statew de
basis shall obtain the signatures of a nunber of qualified

el ectors of the district, county, or other geographical entity
equal to at least 1 3 percent of the total nunber of

regi stered voters of the—party—by—whiech—the—candi-date—seeks
renati-on—that—are—+egtstered—wthin the district, county, or

ot her geographical entity represented by the office sought, as
shown by the conpilation by the Departnment of State for the
| ast preceding general election. A separate petition shall be
circulated for each candidate availing hinself or herself of
the provisions of this section. However, candi dates for the
of fices of Governor and Lieutenant Governor forning joint
candi daci es shall use the sane nonminating petition for both
candi dat es.

(4)(a) Each candidate for nonination to federal
state, or multicounty district office shall subnit his or her

2
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1| petition fHe—a—separate—petition—for—each—county—fromwhiech
2 | stognatures—are—sought—Each—peti-tion—shaH—be—subiitted-

3| prior to noon of the 21st day preceding the first day of the
4| qualifying period for the office sought, to the supervisor of
5] elections of the county for which the stueh petition is

6| circul ated. Each supervisor of elections to whoma petition is
7 | submitted shall check the signatures on the petition to verify
8| their status as el ectors of the pobticat—party—by—whichthe
9 | eandi-date—seeks—nomnatton—and—of—that county, district, or
10 | ot her geographical entity unit represented by the office being
11 | sought by the candidate. Prior to the first date for

12 | qualifying, the supervisor shall certify the nunber shown as
13 | registered el ectors of such county, district, or other

14 | geographi cal entity unrt-t—ant—of—the—approprrate—potitiecal

15 | party and subnit such certification to the Departnment of

16 | State. The Departnent of State shall determ ne whether the
17 | requi red nunber of signatures has been obtained for the nane
18 | of the candidate to be placed on the ballot and shall notify
19 | the candidate. |If the required nunber of signatures has been
20 | obtai ned, the candidate shall, during the tinme prescribed for
21 | qualifying for office, submt a copy of the steh notice to,
22| and file his or her qualifying papers and oath prescribed by
23| s. 99.021 with, the Departnent of State. Upon receipt of the
24 | copy of the sueh notice and the qualifying papers, the

25 | departnent shall certify the nane of the candidate to the

26 | appropriate supervisor or supervisors of elections as having
27 | qualified for the office sought.

28 (b) Each candidate for nomination to a county office
29 | or district office not covered by paragraph (a), shall submt
30| his or her petition, prior to noon of the 21st day preceding
31| the first day of the qualifying period for the office sought,

3
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to the supervisor of elections of the county for which the
petition was circulated. The supervisor shall check the
signatures on the petition to verify their status as electors
ey it ead : hiehtd i I

nemnati-on—and of the county, district, or other geographica
entity represented by the office being sought. Prior to the
first date for qualifying, the supervisor shall deternine
whet her the required nunber of signatures has been obtai ned
for the nane of the candidate to be placed on the ballot and
shall notify the candidate. |If the required nunber of
si gnatures has been obtai ned, the candidate shall, during the
time prescribed for qualifying for office, submt a copy of
the notice and file his or her qualifying papers and oath
prescribed by s. 99.021 with the supervisor of elections.
Upon receipt of the copy of the sueh notice and the qualifying
papers by the supervisor of elections, the steh candidate is
shatH—be entitled to have his or her nane printed on the
bal | ot .

Section 2. Section 99.0955, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

(Substantial rewording of section. See

s. 99.0955, F.S., for present text.)

99. 0955 Candidates with no party affiliation; nane on

general election ballot.--

(1) Each person seeking to qualify for election as a

candidate with no party affiliation shall file his or her

qgual i fication papers and pay the qualifying fee or qualify by

the alternative nethod prescribed in subsection (3) with the

officer and during the tinmes and under the circunstances

prescribed in s. 99.061. Upon qualifying, the candidate is

4
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entitled to have his or her nane placed on the genera

el ection ballot.

(2) The qualifying fee for candidates with no party

affiliation shall consist of a filing fee and an el ection

assessnent. The anount of the filing fee is 3 percent of the

annual salary of the office sought. The anount of the

el ection assessnment is 1 percent of the annual salary of the

of fice sought. The election assessnent shall be deposited

into the Elections Conmission Trust Fund. Filing fees paid to

the Departnent of State shall be deposited into the Genera

Revenue Fund of the state. Filing fees paid to the supervisor

of elections shall be deposited into the general revenue fund

of the county.

(3)(a) A candidate with no party affiliation may, in

lieu of paying the qualifying fee, qualify for office by the

alternative nethod prescribed in this subsection. A candidate

using this petitioning process shall file an oath with the

of ficer before whomthe candidate would qualify for the office

stating that he or she intends to qualify by this alternative

nethod. |f the person is running for an office that requires

a group or district designation, the candidate nust indicate

the designation in his or her oath. The oath shall be filed

at any tine after the first Tuesday after the first Monday in

January of the year in which the election is held, but before

the 21st day preceding the first day of the qualifying period

for the office sought. The Departnent of State shal

prescribe the formto be used in adninistering and filing the

oath. Signatures nay not be obtai ned by a candidate on any

petition until the candidate has filed the oath required in

this subsection. Upon receipt of the witten oath froma

candi date, the qualifying officer shall provide the candidate
5
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with petition forns in sufficient nunbers to facilitate the

gathering of signatures. |If the candidate is running for an

office that requires a group or district designation, the

petition nust indicate that designation or the signatures

obtained on the petition will not be counted.

(b) A candidate shall obtain the signatures of a

nunber of qualified electors in the geographical entity

represented by the office sought equal to 1 percent of the

regi stered el ectors of the geographical entity represented by

the office sought, as shown by the conpilation by the

Departnent of State for the preceding general el ection.

(c) Each petition nust be submitted before noon of the

21st day preceding the first day of the qualifying period for

the office sought, to the supervisor of elections of the

county for which such petition was circulated. Each

supervi sor to whoma petition is submtted shall check the

signatures on the petition to verify their status as electors

in the county, district, or other geographical entity

represented by the office sought. Before the first day for

qgual i fying, the supervisor shall certify the nunber shown as

regi stered el ectors.

(d)1. Certifications for candidates for federal

state, or multicounty district office shall be subnmitted to

the Departnent of State. The Departnent of State shal

determ ne whether the required nunber of signatures has been

obtai ned for the nane of the candidate to be placed on the

ball ot and shall notify the candi date.

2. For candidates for county or district office not

covered by subparagraph 1., the supervisor of elections shal

determ ne whether the required nunber of signatures has been

6
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obtai ned for the nane of the candidate to be placed on the

ball ot and shall notify the candi date.

(e) If the required nunber of signatures has been

obtai ned, the candidate shall, during the tinme prescribed for

gualifying for office, subnit a copy of the notice received

under paragraph (d) and file his or her qualifying papers and

the oath prescribed by s. 99.021 with the qualifying officer
Section 3. Section 99.096, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

(Substantial rewording of section. See
s. 99.096, F.S., for present text.)
99.096 M nor party candi dates; names on ballot.--

(1) The executive conmittee of a minor political party

shall, no later than noon of the third day prior to the first

day of the qualifying period prescribed for federal candi dates

and no later than noon of the third day prior to the first day

of the qualifying period for state candi dates, subnit to the

Departnent of State the official list of the respective

candi dates nom nated by that party to be on the ballot in the

general election. The Departnent of State shall notify the

appropriate supervisors of elections of the nane of each m nor

party candidate eligible to qualify before such supervisor

The official |ist of nom nated candi dates may not be changed

by the party after having been filed with the Departnent of

State, except that candi dates who have qualified nay w thdraw

fromthe ballot pursuant to the provisions of this code, and

vacancies in noninations nmay be filled pursuant to s. 100.111

(2) Each person seeking to qualify for election as a

candidate of a minor party shall file his or her qualification

papers with, and pay the qualifying fee and, if one has been

|l evied, the party assessnent, or qualify by the alternative
7
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net hod prescribed in subsection (3), with the officer and at

the tinmes and under the circunstances provided in s. 99.061

(3)(a) A nmnor party candidate may, in lieu of paying

the qualifying fee and party assessnent, qualify for office by

the alternative nethod prescribed in this subsection. A

candi date using this petitioning process shall file an oath

with the officer before whomthe candidate would qualify for

the office stating that he or she intends to qualify by this

alternative nethod. |f the person is running for an office

that requires a group or district designation, the candidate

nmust indicate the designation in his or her oath. The oath

nmust be filed at any tine after the first Tuesday after the

first Monday in January of the year in which the election is

hel d, but before the 21st day preceding the first day of the

qgual i fying period for the office sought. The Departnent of

State shall prescribe the formto be used in adninistering and

filing the oath. Signatures may not be obtained by a

candi date on any petition until the candidate has filed the

oath required in this section. Upon receipt of the witten

oath froma candidate, the qualifying officer shall provide

the candidate with petition fornms in sufficient nunbers to

facilitate the gathering of signatures. |If the candidate is

running for an office that requires a group or district

desi gnation, the petition nust indicate that designation or

the signatures on such petition will not be counted.

(b) A candidate shall obtain the signatures of a

nunber of qualified electors in the geographical entity

represented by the office sought equal to 1 percent of the

regi stered electors in the geographical entity represented by

the office sought, as shown by the conpilation by the

Departnent of State for the |ast precedi ng general election.
8
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(c) Each petition shall be subnitted prior to noon of

the 21st day preceding the first day of the qualifying period

for the office sought to the supervisor of elections of the

county for which the petition was circulated. Each supervisor

to whoma petition is submtted shall check the signatures on

the petition to verify their status as electors in the county,

district, or other geographical entity represented by the

of fice sought. Before the first day for qualifying, the

supervi sor shall certify the nunber shown as registered

el ectors.
(d)1. Certifications for candidates for federal

state, or multicounty district office shall be subnmitted to

the Departnent of State. The Departnent of State shal

determ ne whether the required nunber of signatures has been

obtai ned for the nane of the candidate to be placed on the

ball ot and shall notify the candi date.

2. For candidates for county or district office not

covered by subparagraph 1., the supervisor of elections shal

determ ne whether the required nunber of signatures has been

obtai ned for the nane of the candidate to be placed on the

ball ot and shall notify the candi date.

(e) If the required nunber of signatures has been

obtai ned, the candidate shall, during the prescribed tine for

gualifying for office, subnit a copy of the notice received

under paragraph (d) and file his or her qualifying papers and

the oath prescribed by s. 99.021 with the qualifying officer

(4) A minor party candi date whose nane has been

subm tted pursuant to subsection (1) and who has qualified for

office is entitled to have his or her nane placed on the

general election ballot.

9
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Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 99.09651, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

99. 09651 Signature requirenents for ballot position in
year of apportionnent.--

(1) In a year of apportionnent, any candi date for
representative to Congress, state Senate, or state House of
Representatives seeking ballot position by the alternative
nmet hod prescribed in s. 99.095, s. 99.0955, or s. 99.096 er—as

poest+tiont shall obtain at | east the nunber of signatures equa
to one-third of 1 percent of the ideal population for the

district of the office being sought.
Section 5. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 103.021,
Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read
103. 021 Nomination for presidential
el ectors.--Candi dates for presidential electors shall be
nonm nated in the followi ng manner

(3) . et eat I I :

i F o Y o . ! I
independent Candi dates for President and Vice President with

no party affiliation may have their nanes printed, on the

general election ballots if a petition is signed by 1 percent
of the registered electors of this state, as shown by the
conpilation by the Departnent of State for the last preceding
general election. A separate petition fromeach county for
whi ch signatures are solicited shall be submitted to the
supervi sor of elections of the respective county no |later than
July 15 of each presidential election year. The supervisor
shall check the nanes and, on or before the date of the first
primary, shall certify the nunber shown as registered electors
of the county. The supervisor shall be paid by the person

10
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1| requesting the certification the cost of checking the

2| petitions as prescribed in s. 99.097. The supervisor shal

3| then forward the certificate to the Departnent of State which
4 | shall deternine whether or not the percentage factor required
5]in this section has been net. \When the percentage factor

6| required in this section has been net, the Departnent of State
7 | shall order the nanes of the candidates for whomthe petition
8| was circulated to be included on the ballot and shall pernit
9| the required nunber of persons to be certified as electors in
10 | the sane nmanner as ether party candi dat es.

11 (4) (a) A Any—nirner—potH-tica—party—which—has—ret—the
12 | petitioning—reguirerents—of—s—99-096—and—wH—havethenares
13 | ef—a—cantdi-date—or—candidates—for—any—offHce—or—offices—tobe
14 | HtHed—by—astatende—etectionprinted—onthe—general—etection
15 | baHHots—and—whi-ch m nor party that is affiliated with a

16 | national party holding a national convention to noninate

17 | candi dates for President and Vice President of the United

18 | States, nmay have the nanes of its candi dates for President and
19| Vice President of the United States printed on the genera

20| election ballot by filing with the Departnent of State a

21 | certificate naning the candi dates for President and Vice

22 | President and listing the required nunber of persons to serve
23| as electors. Notification to the Departnent of State under

24 | this subsection shall be nmade by Septenber 1 of the year in
25| which the election is held. Wen the Departnent of State has
26 | been so notified, it shall order the nanes of the candi dates
27 | nonminated by the mnor party fer—whom-thepetition—was

28 | eireutated to be included on the ballot and shall permt the
29 | requi red nunmber of persons to be certified as electors in the
30 | sanme manner as ot her party candi dates.

31
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(b) A minor party that is not affiliated with a

nati onal party holding a national convention to noninate

candi dates for President and Vice President of the United

States may have the nanes of its candi dates for President and

Vice President printed on the general election ballot if a

petition is signed by 1 percent of the registered el ectors of

this state, as shown by the conpilation by the Departnent of

State for the preceding general election. A separate petition

fromeach county for which signatures are solicited shall be

submitted to the supervisors of elections of the respective

county no later than July 15 of each presidential election

year. The supervisor shall check the nanes and, on or bhefore

the date of the first primary, shall certify the nunber shown

as registered electors of the county. The supervisor shall be

paid by the person requesting the certification the cost of

checking the petitions as prescribed in s. 99.097. The

supervi sor shall then forward the certificate to the

Departnent of State, which shall deternm ne whether or not the

percentage factor required in this section has been net. Wen

the percentage factor required in this section has been net,

the Departnent of State shall order the nanes of the

candi dates for whomthe petition was circulated to be included

on the ballot and shall pernit the required nunber of persons

to be certified as electors in the sane nmanner as ot her party

candi dat es.

Section 6. Subsection (3) of section 105.035, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

105.035 Alternative nethod of qualifying for certain
judicial offices.--

(3) A candidate for the office of circuit judge shal
obtain the signature of a nunber of qualified electors equa

12
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1|to at least 1 3 percent of the total nunmber of registered

2| electors of the judicial circuit as shown by the conpilation
3| by the Departnent of State for the | ast precedi ng genera

4| election. A candidate for the office of county court judge

5] shall obtain the signatures of a number of qualified electors
6| equal to at least 1 3 percent of the total nunber of

7| registered electors of the county, as shown by the conpilation
8| by the Departnent of State for the |ast precedi ng genera

9] election. A separate petition shall be circulated for each
10 | candidate availing hinself or herself of the provisions of

11 | this section

12 Section 7. Subsection (4) of section 99.097, Florida
13| Statutes, is anended to read:

14 99.097 Verification of signatures on petitions.--

15 (4) The supervisor shall be paid in advance the sum of
16 | 10 cents for each signature checked or the actual cost of

17 | checki ng such signature, whichever is |less, by the candi dater-
18 | mnher—party—or—person—advthorized—by—such—mnor—party

19 | submtting—the—petition or, in the case of a petition to have
20| an issue placed on the ballot, by the person or organization
21| submitting the petition. However, if a candi date, person, or
22 | organi zation seeking to have an issue placed upon the ball ot
23 | cannot pay such charges wi thout inposing an undue burden on
24 | personal resources or upon the resources otherw se avail abl e
25| to such candidate, person, or organization, such candi date,

26 | person, or organization shall, upon witten certification of
27 | such inability given under oath to the supervisor, be entitled
28 | to have the signatures verified at no charge. However—an——oath
29 | rr—H-euv—of—payrent—ef—thecharges—shat—not—be—aHHovwed—to

30 | verify—the—sighatures—or—a petition—to—obtatnbaHoet—position
31 | fer—a—mnor—party— | n the event a candi date, person, or

13
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1| organi zation subnmitting a petition to have an issue placed

2| upon the ballot is entitled to have the signatures verified at
3| no charge, the supervisor of elections of each county in which
4] the signatures are verified at no charge shall subnit the

5] total nunber of such signatures checked in the county to the

6| Conptroller no |ater than Decenber 1 of the general election

7 | year, and the Conptroller shall cause such supervisor of

8| elections to be reinbursed fromthe General Revenue Fund in an
9 | amobunt equal to 10 cents for each nane checked or the actua

10 | cost of checking such signatures, whichever is less. In no

11 | event shall such rei nbursenent of costs be deened or applied
12 | as extra conpensation for the supervisor. Petitions shall be
13 | retained by the supervisors for a period of 1 year follow ng
14 | the election for which the petitions were circul ated.

15 Section 8. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
16 |1 99.021, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

17 99. 021 Form of candi date oath. --

18 (1) (a) Each candidate, whether a party candidate, a an
19 | independent candidate with no party affiliation, or a wite-in
20| candidate, in order to qualify for nom nation or election to
21| any office other than a judicial office as defined in chapter
22| 105, shall take and subscribe to an oath or affirmation in
23| witing. A printed copy of the oath or affirnmation shall be
24 | furnished to the candidate by the officer before whom such
25 | candi date seeks to qualify and shall be substantially in the
26| following form
27
28 | State of Florida
29 | County of...
30 Bef ore ne, an officer authorized to adm ni ster oaths
31| personally appeared ... (please print nane as you wish it to

14
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1| appear on the ballot)..., to nme well known, who, being sworn,
2 | says that he or she is a candidate for the office of ....;
3| that he or she is a qualified elector of .... County, Florida;
4| that he or she is qualified under the Constitution and the
5| 1laws of Florida to hold the office to which he or she desires
6| to be nom nated or elected; that he or she has taken the oath
7| required by ss. 876.05-876.10, Florida Statutes; that he or
8 | she has qualified for no other public office in the state, the
9| termof which office or any part thereof runs concurrent with

10 | that of the office he or she seeks; and that he or she has

11| resigned fromany office fromwhich he or she is required to
12 | resign pursuant to s. 99.012, Florida Statutes.

13 ...(Signature of candidate)..
14 ... (Address)..
15

16 | Sworn to and subscribed before ne this .... day of ....,

171 19...., at .... County, Florida.

18 ...(Signature and title of officer adm nistering oath)..
19

20 Section 9. Subsections (1) and (6) of section 99.061
21| Florida Statutes, are anended to read

22 99.061 Method of qualifying for nom nation or election
23| to federal, state, county, or district office.--

24 (1) The provisions of any special act to the contrary
25 | notwi t hst andi ng, each person seeking to qualify for nomination
26 | or election to a federal, state, or multicounty district

27 | office, other than a judicial office as defined in chapter

28 | 105, shall file his or her qualification papers with, and pay
29 | the qualifying fee, which shall consist of the filing fee and
30 | el ection assessnent, and party assessnent, if any has been

31| levied, to, the Departnent of State, or qualify by the

15
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alternative nethod with the Departnent of State, at any tine
after noon of the 1st day for qualifying, which shall be as
follows: the 120th day prior to the first primry, but not

| ater than noon of the 116th day prior to the date of the
first primary, for persons seeking to qualify for nom nation
or election to federal office; and noon of the 50th day prior
to the first primary, but not |ater than noon of the 46th day
prior to the date of the first primary, for persons seeking to
gqualify for nom nation or election to a state or nulticounty

district office. , iy — ,

(6) Notwithstanding the qualifying period prescribed
inthis section, if a candidate has subnmitted the necessary
petitions by the required deadline in order to qualify by the
alternative nmethod as a candidate for nonmination or election
and the sueh candidate is notified after the 5th day prior to
the last day for qualifying that the required nunber of
si gnatures has been obtai ned, the steh candidate is shat—be
entitled to subscribe to the candidate's oath and file the
qual i fying papers at any time within 5 days fromthe date the
steh candidate is notified that the necessary nunber of
si gnatures has been obtai ned. Any candi date who qualifies
within the tine prescribed in this subsection is shatH—be
entitled to have his or her nane printed on the ballot.

Section 10. Subsection (1) of section 99.092, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

16
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99.092 (Qualifying fee of candidate; notification of
Departnent of State.--
(1) Each person seeking to qualify for nomination or
el ection to any office, except a person seeking to qualify by

the alternative nethod pursuant to s. 99.095, s. 99.0955, or

s. 99.096 and except a person seeking to qualify as a wite-in
candi date, shall pay a qualifying fee, which shall consist of
a filing fee and el ection assessnent, to the officer with whom
the person qualifies, and any party assessnent |evied, and
shal |l attach the original or signed duplicate of the receipt
for his or her party assessnment or pay the sane, in accordance
with the provisions of s. 103.121, at the tine of filing his
or her other qualifying papers. The anmount of the filing fee
is 3 percent of the annual salary of the office. The anount
of the election assessnent is 1 percent of the annual salary
of the office sought. The election assessnent shall be
deposited into the El ections Conmmi ssion Trust Fund. The
anount of the party assessnent is 2 percent of the annua
salary. The annual salary of the office for purposes of
conputing the filing fee, election assessnent, and party
assessnent shall be conputed by nmultiplying 12 tines the
mont hly sal ary, excluding any special qualification pay,
aut hori zed for such office as of July 1 immediately preceding
the first day of qualifying. No qualifying fee shall be
returned to the candi date unless the candidate withdraws his
or her candi dacy before the last date to qualify. If a
candi date dies prior to an election and has not w thdrawn his
or her candi dacy before the |ast date to qualify, the
candidate's qualifying fee shall be returned to his or her
desi gnated beneficiary, and, if the filing fee or any portion
t hereof has been transferred to the political party of the

17
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1| candidate, the Secretary of State shall direct the party to

2| return that portion to the designated beneficiary of the

3 | candi dat e.

4 Section 11. Section 99.0965, Florida Statutes, is

5| anended to read:

6 99.0965 M nor parties; selection of candi dates.--A

7| mnor political party wth—aposttion—on—the—general—etection
8 | bat+ot may provide for the designation of its official |ist of
9 | nom nated candi dates in any manner that it deens proper. The
10 | state executive comrittee of the party shall by resol ution

11 | adopt a procedure for the selection of candidates, a copy of
12 | which shall be submitted to the Departnent of State.

13 Section 12. Subsections (3) and (6) of section

14 | 100. 111, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

15 100. 111 Filling vacancy. --

16 (3) \Whenever there is a vacancy for which a special

17 | election is required pursuant to s. 100.101(1)-(4), the

18 | Governor, after consultation with the Secretary of State,

19 | shall fix the date of a special first primary election, a
20 | special second prinary el ection, and a special election
21 | Nomi nees of political parties other than ninor politica
22 | parties shall be chosen under the primary laws of this state
23| in the special prinary elections to beconme candidates in the
24 | special election. Prior to setting the special election
25 | dates, the Governor shall consider any upconing elections in
26 | the jurisdiction where the special election will be held. The
27 | dates fixed by the Governor shall be specific days certain and
28 | shall not be established by the happening of a condition or
29 | stated in the alternative. The dates fixed shall provide a
30 | mi ni mum of 2 weeks between each election. In the event a
31| vacancy occurs in the office of state senator or nenber of the

18
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House of Representatives when the Legislature is in regular

| egi slative session, the mininumtines prescribed by this
subsection may be wai ved upon concurrence of the Governor, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the President of
the Senate. |If a vacancy occurs in the office of state
senator and no session of the Legislature is scheduled to be
held prior to the next general election, the Governor may fix
the dates for any special primary and for the special election
to coincide with the dates of the first and second primry and
general election. |f a vacancy in office occurs in any
district in the state Senate or House of Representatives or in
any congressional district, and no session of the Legislature,
or session of Congress if the vacancy is in a congressiona
district, is scheduled to be held during the unexpired portion
of the term the Governor is not required to call a special

el ection to fill such vacancy.

(a) The dates for candidates to qualify in such
special election or special primary election shall be fixed by
the Departnent of State, and candi dates shall qualify not
| ater than noon of the last day so fixed. The dates fixed for
qgual i fying shall allow a m ni numof 14 days between the | ast
day of qualifying and the special first prinmary el ection

(b) The filing of canpai gn expense statenents by
candi dates in such special elections or special prinaries and
by comittees nmaking contributions or expenditures to
i nfluence the results of such special primaries or special
el ections shall be not later than such dates as shall be fixed
by the Departnent of State, and in fixing such dates the
Departnent of State shall take into consideration and be
governed by the practical tine linmtations.

19
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(c) The dates for a candidate to qualify by the

al ternati ve net hodi—te—eguat-fy—as—an—independent—candidate—or
to—guat-fy—as—a—mnor—party—candi-date in such special primary

or special election shall be fixed by the Departnent of State.
In fixing such dates the Departnent of State shall take into
consi derati on and be governed by the practical tine
limtations.

4+~ Any candi date seeking to qualify by the alternative
net hod fer—nomnratioen in a special primary el ection shal
obtain 25 percent of the signatures required by s. 99.095,
99. 0955, or s. 99.096, as applicable.

5—99-096—

(d) The qualifying fees and party assessnents of such
candi dates as may qualify shall be the sane as coll ected for
the sane office at the last previous primary for that office.
The party assessnent shall be paid to the appropriate
executive committee of the political party to which the
candi dat e bel ongs.

(e) Each county canvassing board shall nake as speedy
a return of the result of such special elections and prinaries
as tinme will pernit, and the El ections Canvassi hg Conm ssi on
i kewi se shall nmake as speedy a canvass and decl aration of the
nom nees as tine will permt.

(6) In the event that a vacancy occurs which | eaves

| ess than 4 weeks for a mnor——party—candi-date—an—independent
20
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candi-date;—o+r—a candi date seeking to qualify by the
alternative nethod to gather signatures for ballot position
t he nunber of signatures required for ballot placenent shal
be 25 percent of the nunber of signatures required by s.

99. 095, s. 99.0955, or s. 99.096, whichever is applicable.

Section 13. Subsection (2) of section 100.141, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

100. 141 Notice of special election to fill any vacancy
in office or nomination.--

(2) The Departnent of State shall prepare a notice
stating what offices and vacancies are to be filled in the
special election, the date set for each special primary
el ection and the special election, the dates fixed for
qgualifying for office, the dates fixed for qualifying by the

alternative nethod, as—an—tndependent——candidate,—or—as—afwnor
patrty—candidate,-and the dates fixed for filing canpaign

expense statenents.

Section 14. Subsection (5) of section 101.151, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 151 Specifications for general election
ballot.--1n counties in which voting nachines are not used,
and in other counties for use as absentee ballots not designed
for tabulation by an electronic or el ectronechanical voting
system the general election ballot shall conformto the
foll owi ng specifications:

(5) Mnor political party candi dates and rndependent
candi dates with no party affiliation shall have their nanes

appear on the general election ballot foll owi ng the nanes of
recogni zed political parties, in the sane order as they were
certified.

21
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Section 15. Subsection (1) of section 101.191, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 191 Form of general election ballot.--

(1) The general election ballot shall be in
substantially the follow ng form

CFFI CI AL BALLOT GENERAL ELECTI ON

No. .... .... COUNTY, FLORIDA
Preci nct No.
...(Date)..
(Signature of Voter) (Initials of Issuing Oficial)
Stub No. 1

OFFI Cl AL BALLOT GENERAL ELECTI ON
No. .... .... COUNTY, FLORIDA
Preci nct No.
...(Date)..
(Initials of Issuing Oficial)
Stub No. 2

OFFI Cl AL BALLOT GENERAL ELECTI ON
COUNTY, FLORI DA
Preci nct No.
...(Date)..
TO VOTE for a candi date whose nane is printed on the

ballot, nmark a cross (X) in the blank space at the Rl GHT of
t he nane of the candidate for whomyou desire to vote. To
vote for a candi date whose nane is not printed on the ball ot,
wite the candidate's nane in the blank space provided for
t hat pur pose.

22
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1 ELECTORS
2 For President
3 and
4 Vi ce President
5] (A vote for the candidates will actually be a vote for their
6| el ectors)
7| Vote for group
8
9 DEMOCRATI C
10
11 | (Nane of Candi date)
12 For President
13 []
14
15 | (Nane of Candi date)
16 For Vice President
17
18 REPUBLI CAN
19
20 | (Nane of Candi date)
21 For President
22 []
23
24 | (Nane of Candi date)
25 For Vice President
26
27 (NAME OF M NOR PARTY)
28
29 | (Nane of Candi date)
30 For President
31 []
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1

2 | (Name of Candi date)

3 For Vice President

4

5 NO PARTY AFFI LI ATI ON +HNDEPENDENT
6

7 | (Nanme of Candi date)

8 For President

9 []

10

11 | (Nane of Candi date)

12 For Vice President

13

14 WRI TE- | N

15

16 | For President

17

18 | For Vice President

19

20 CONGRESSI ONAL

21 | UNI TED STATES SENATOR

22 | Vote for One

23

24 | (Nane of Candidate) (Party abbreviation) []
25

26 | (Nane of Candidate) (Party abbreviation) []
27

28 (And thence other offices under this heading, followed
29 | by the headings and offices as prescribed in s. 101.151.)
30

31 PROPOSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL

24
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AVENDMVENTS OR OTHER PUBLI C MEASURES
To vote on a constitutional amendnent or other public neasure,

mark a cross (X) in the blank space next to either YES or NO

No.
CONSTI TUTI ONAL
AMENDMENT
ARTICLE ...., SECTION ...

(Here the wordi ng of the substance of the anendnent shall be

i nserted.)
YES for Approval []
NO for Rejection []

Section 16. Subsection (2) of section 101.251, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 251 Information which supervisor of elections nust
print on ballots.--

(2) In addition to the names printed on the ballot as
provided in subsection (1), the supervisor of elections of
each county shall have printed on the general election ball ot
to be used in the county the nanes of the judicial officers,
as defined in chapter 105, who are entitled to have their
nanes printed on the ballot, and ninor party and independent
candi dates with no party affiliation who have obtained a

position on the general election ballot in conpliance with the
requi renents of this code.
Section 17. Subsection (6) of section 101. 5606,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:
25
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101. 5606 Requirenents for approval of systens.--No
el ectronic or el ectronechani cal voting systemshall be
approved by the Departnent of State unless it is so
constructed that:

(6) At presidential elections it pernmits each el ector
by one operation, to vote for all presidential electors of a

party or for all presidential electors of rndependent
candi dates for President and Vice President with no party

affiliation.

Section 18. Subsection (2) of section 106. 143, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

106. 143 Political advertisenments circulated prior to
el ection; requirenents.--

(2) Any political advertisenent of a candi date running
for partisan office shall express the nane of the politica
party of which the candidate is seeking nomination or is the
nom nee. If the candidate for partisan office is running as a

afn—tndependent candidate with no party affiliation, any

political advertisenent of the candidate nust state that the

candi date has no party affiliati on rs—an—+tndependent
candi-date.

Section 19. This act shall take effect upon beconming a

| aw.
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2 SENATE SUVMMARY

3 Modi fies the alternative nmethod of qualifying for office
by obtaining signatures on petitions to all ow candi dates

4 to obtain signatures fromany regi stered el ector. Reduces
the_Percentage of signatures” needed, SubstantlaIIY ]

5 nodi fies the procedures for qualifying by candidates with
no party affiliation and for 'm nor” party” candi dat es.

6 Provides that in a year of apportionnent, any candi date
for Congress or the state Legislature by the alternative

7 nmet hod fust neet prescribed fequirenents and obtain at
| east a nunber of signatures equal to one-third of

8 percent of the ideal Rgpulatlon for the district of the
of fi ce bel ng sought. difies the procedures for placing

9 on the ball ot the nanes of presidential and vice
presidential candidates with no political party

10 affiliation and candi dates of certain specified mnnor
parties., Reduces to 1 percent the nunber of signatures

11 needed for a candidate for circuit court judge or county
court Jud?e to qualify by the alternative nefhod. Al ows

12 m nor party candidateS to have petitions verified at no
char ge.

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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