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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 765
By Representative Lynn

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to postsecondary education
providing | egislative findings and intent;
creating the site-deterni ned baccal aureate
degree access program authorizing funding;
providing for participation by community
col | eges and 4-year postsecondary institutions;
speci fying duties of the Postsecondary
Educati on Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on; specifying
funding levels; requiring programrevi ews and
eval uation; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Site-deterni ned baccal aureate degree access

program funding.--

(1) The Legislature recogni zes that public and private

post secondary education institutions play essential roles in

improving the quality of Iife and econom c well -being of the

state and its residents. The Legi slature al so recogni zes that

econom ¢ devel opnent needs and the educati onal needs of

pl ace- bound, nontraditional students have increased the denand

for local access to baccal aureate degree prograns. | n sone,

but not all, geographic regions, baccal aureate degree prograns

are being delivered successfully at the local comunity

col | ege through agreenents between the conmunity col |l ege and

4-year postsecondary institutions within or outside of the

state. It is therefore the intent of the Legislature to apply

this concept in the creation and funding of a programthat

supports | ocal econonic devel opnent and responds to public

1

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 765
560- 204- 99

1| demand for increased access to baccal aureate degrees in areas

2| of the state that are underserved by 4-year institutions.

3 (2) Categorical funding is authorized for the

4| site-determ ned baccal aureat e degree access program created by

5] this section. This programis voluntary and does not preclude

6 | other nutually agreed upon arrangenents between community

7| colleges and 4-year institutions for the delivery of

8 | baccal aureate degrees on conmunity coll ege sites.

9 (3) Each comunity college wishing to participate in
10| the site-determ ned baccal aureate degree access program nust:
11 (a) ldentify baccal aureate degree prograns that are
12 | not currently offered at the conmunity coll ege but are
13 | proposed for delivery at the college to neet the acadenic and
14 | econoni ¢ devel opnent needs of one or nbre conmmunities within
15| the college's service area. Wien assessing | ocal needs, the
16 | coll ege should seek input fromthe appropriate chanber of
17 | conmerce, workforce devel opnent council, and other civic and
18 | busi ness groups. As used in this section, the term"econonic
19 | devel opnent"” neans entrepreneurial efforts, the attraction of
20 | new business and industry to the area, and the expansi on of
21 | existing business and industry.

22 (b) Deternmine the nunber of students interested in

23 | pursui ng each proposed baccal aur eat e degree program and

24 | identify the enroll nent patterns, any special characteristics
25| of those students, and any uni que conbi nation or nodification
26 | of course offerings that may be necessary to neet student

27 | enrol Il nent needs.

28 (c) Subnit a proposal to the Postsecondary Education
29 | Pl anni ng Comi ssi on requesting validation of the need for the
30 | proposed baccal aureate degree program and tentative approval
31| for program fundi ng. The proposal must include:
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1. A description of each proposed baccal aureate degree

programidentifying the junior-level and senior-I|evel courses

to be offered and desi gnati ng whether the program shoul d be

offered for a cohort group or as an ongoi ng degree program

2. Evidence that |ocal occupational forecasts support

t he exi stence of jobs for graduates of the proposed

baccal aureat e degree prograns.

3. An estimted nunber of students to be served by

each proposed degree program

4. An assurance that the conmunity coll ege's existing

facilities are sufficient to neet the additional demands for

cl assroom and | aboratory space for the proposed degree

pr ogr ans.
5. Evidence that the coll ege has requested the

participation of no fewer than three regionally accredited

4-year postsecondary institutions, including at |east one

nenber of the State University System Any nenber of the

State University Systemnay be a partner in a site-deternined

baccal aureate degree access programat any community coll ege.

6. A tentative agreenent between the community coll ege

and the 4-year postsecondary institution selected to offer the

upper -l evel courses |leading to the proposed degree or degrees.

7. Any additional provisions that the Postsecondary

Educati on Pl anni ng Conmi ssion considers pertinent to the

pr oposal
(4) The Postsecondary Education Pl anni ng Conm ssi on

after soliciting cooments fromthe Board of Regents and the

State Board of Community Col |l eges, shall validate the need for

each baccal aureat e degree program proposed for delivery

according to this section and shall notify the community

college that its proposal has been approved or rejected. The
3

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 765
560- 204- 99

conmi ssion shall establish procedures for the tinely

subm ssion, review, and approval of the proposals and

agreenents required by this section. These procedures nust be

designed to allow the initiation of approved baccal aureate

degree prograns at least 3 tines each fiscal year

(5) Once the Postsecondary Education Pl anni ng

Conmi ssion validates the need for the proposed baccal aureate

degree program and notifies the community college that its

proposal has been approved, the community col |l ege shal

finalize an agreenent with the regionally accredited, public

or nonpublic, 4-year postsecondary institution selected to

provide the upper-level instructional services in the approved

baccal aureate degree program The commission shall identify

the common aspects that each agreenent nust address,

including, but not linmted to:

(a) A course delivery pattern based on the student

enrol | mrent patterns and characteristics included in the

approved proposal

(b) An articulation provision that guarantees

acceptance of students who hold an associate in arts or

associ ate in science degree and satisfy any other

prerequisites for adm ssion to the specific baccal aureate

degree program

(c) The provision of library services and student

support services.

(d) An agreenent that the participating 4-year

post secondary institution will continue offering instructiona

services at least until all qualified nmenbers of the initial

group of students have had an opportunity to conplete the

degree program
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1 (e) The specific and neasurable performance criteria

2 | that the Postsecondary Education Pl anni ng Conmi ssion nay use
3| to evaluate the outcones and outputs of the baccal aureate

4| degree programwithin an identified tinefrane.

5 (f) An agreenent that in-state student tuition for the
6 | degree programwi |l not exceed the matriculation fee for the
7| State University System unl ess the proposal approved by the

8 | Post secondary Education Pl anni ng Conmi ssion all ows the

9| participating institutions to charge differentiated tuition
10| and fees to encourage student attendance and participation

11| Qut-of-state students shall pay full costs. Notw thstanding
12 | section 240.605, Florida Statutes, students participating in a
13 | site-determ ned baccal aureate degree program may not receive a
14 | Fl ori da Resident Access G ant.

15 (6) Each participating comunity coll ege nust subnit
16 | the agreenent required by this section to the Postsecondary
17 | Educati on Pl anni ng Conm ssion for review and final approval
18 | before initiating an approved site-determnm ned baccal aureate
19 | degree access program The Postsecondary Educati on Pl anning
20 | Conmi ssi on nmust recomend to the Conmi ssioner of Education the
21| total funds to be rel eased to each participating comunity
22 | college for the initiation of the approved site-determ ned
23 | baccal aureate degree access program The conmunity coll ege
24 | shall distribute funds to the participating 4-year
25 | postsecondary institution at the rate specified in the
26 | approved agreenent. The Postsecondary Education Pl anni ng
27 | Conmi ssion shall not recommend the rel ease of funding for any
28 | programthat is termnated before or after the eval uation
29 | required by this section. The total funds to be rel eased for
30| the initiation of an approved programshall be based on the
31 | nunber of fundabl e upper-level student credit hours for each
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term Unless otherwi se provided in an appropriations act, the

funding per credit hour shall be an anpunt equal to the state

funds, excluding student fees, appropriated to the State

University Systemfor each full-tine equival ent student

enrolled in upper-level course work. Student credit hours

funded under this program nmay not be duplicated in any other

calcul ation of state funding for the 4-year institution

(7) The Postsecondary Education Pl anni ng Conm ssi on

nmay require the participating community col |l eges and 4-year

post secondary institutions to subnit infornmation necessary to

noni tor the annual perfornmance of the program Wthin 90 days

after the 2nd and 4th year of the site-deternined

baccal aureate degree access program the commi ssion shal

submt to the chairs of the education and fi scal comm ttees of

the Legislature a progress report, including an eval uation of

t he fundi ng nechani smcreated by this section. The conmi ssion

shal | review each site-determ ned baccal aureate degree access

program funded under this section to ascertain whether the

perfornance neasures specified in the agreenent between the

participating comunity college and the 4-year institution

have been net. Each program nmust be reviewed 4 years after

initiation unless a shorter tinmefrane is specified in the

agreenent. The performance neasures nust include the student

graduation rate, the enploynent rate of program graduates both

within and outside the community coll ege service area, the

continuing need to offer the specific baccal aureate degree

programin the community coll ege service area, and such other

informati on as the Postsecondary Education Pl anni ng Conmi ssion

nmay determ ne necessary for program and perfornance

eval uation. Based on its evaluation, the conm ssion shal

ei ther approve continuation of the program require
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nodi fications prior to program approval, or reconmend that the

participating institutions terminate the programafter al

qualified nenbers of the initial group of students have an

opportunity to conplete the degree program The conm ssion

nmust submt to the Conmm ssioner of Education for inclusion in

the | egislative budget a request for funding for approved

site-deternm ned baccal aureate degree access prograns.

(8) |If no accredited 4-year institutionis willing to

provi de a baccal aureat e degree program approved by the

Post secondary Education Pl anni ng Comni ssion under this

section, the comunity coll ege board of trustees nay ask the

conmi ssion to evaluate the college's request to offer the

degree program If the commission is satisfied that the

community coll ege should offer the degree program it shal

reconmend to the Legislature the enactnent of statutory

authority for the conmunity college to offer that specific

baccal aureat e degree program

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the site-deterni ned baccal aureate degree access
program Praovides standards for partlc!Pat!ng communi ty
col 'eges and 4-year postsecondary institutions. Specifies
duti eS of the Postsecondary Education Pl anning
Comm ssi on.
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