Florida Senate - 1999 SB 804
By Senator CGutnman

34-421-99
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to contingency fees; limting
3 fees that attorneys may charge on a contingency
4 basis with respect to certain cases; providing
5 crimnal penalties; anmending s. 11.047, F.S.
6 prohi biting contingency fees with respect to
7 claimbills; providing an effective date.
8
9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
10
11 Section 1. Restriction on attorney's fees in tort
12 | case; penalties.--
13 (1) An attorney nay not charge a contingency fee for
14 | services rendered in any action in tort, including any service
15 | rendered on appeal, which exceeds:
16 (a) Fifteen percent of the award; or
17 (b) Twenty-five percent of the award if the attorney
18 | pays all costs and expenses associated with the action.
19 (2) Any attorney who violates subsection (1) is guilty
20| of a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in
21| section 775.082 or section 775.083, Florida Statutes.
22 Section 2. Section 11.047, Florida Statutes, is
23 | anended to read:
24 11. 047 Contingency fees; prohibitions; penalties.--
25 (1) "Contingency fee" neans a fee, bonus, com ssion
26 | or nonnonetary benefit as conpensation which is dependent or
27 | in any way contingent on the enactnent, defeat, nodification
28 | or other outcone of any specific legislative action, including
29 | any claimbill.
30
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(2) No person may, in whole or in part, pay, give, or
receive, or agree to pay, give, or receive, a contingency fee.
However—thi-s—stubsection—does—not—appty—to—etains—bits—

(3) Any person who violates this section commits a
m sdermeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083. |If such person is a |obbyist, the
| obbyi st shall forfeit any fee, bonus, conm ssion, or profit
received in violation of this section and is subject to the
penalties set forth in s. 11.045. Wen the fee, bonus,
commi ssion, or profit is nonnonetary, the fair nmarket val ue of
the benefit shall be used in determ ning the amount to be
forfeited. Al forfeited benefits collected shall be
deposited into the Legislative Lobbyist Registration Trust
Fund.

(4) This section does not apply to any contract
providing for conpensation by contingency fee which is in
exi stence on the date this act becones a | aw and whi ch does
not provide for conpensation by contingency fee for |obbying
after Decenber 31, 1993.

(5) Nothing in this section nmay be construed to
prohi bit any sal esperson engaging in legitinmte state business
on behal f of a conpany fromreceiving conpensation or
conmi ssion as part of a bona fide contractual arrangenent with
t hat conpany.

Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 1999.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Limts the fee that an attorney may charge on_a
contingency basis in a civil acttion_in tort. Provides
crimnal penalties for V|olat|ons Prohi bi ts conti ngency
fees with respect to claimbil
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