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By Representative Harrington

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the school year; anending s.
3 228.041, F.S., relating to definitions of

4 "school day," "school year," "year of service,"
5 and "year-round school"; extending the | ength

6 of the school year for students and for schoo

7 enpl oyees; anmending s. 230.23, F.S., relating

8 to powers and duties of the school board;

9 increasing the length of the school year to 186
10 days; anending s. 230.33, F.S., relating to

11 duties and responsibilities of the

12 superintendent; increasing the length of the

13 school year to 186 days; anending s. 236.013,
14 F.S.; revising definitions related to education
15 funding to reflect the increase in the length
16 of the school year; anmending s. 236.02, F.S.

17 increasing the length of the school year to a
18 termof at |east 186 actual teaching days;

19 increasing the termof service for schoo

20 enpl oyees to 207 days; anending s. 236.08106,
21 F.S., relating to the Excell ent Teaching

22 Program increasing termof service for schoo
23 enpl oyees to 207 days; providing an effective
24 dat e.

25

26 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27

28 Section 1. Subsections (13), (16), (20), and (37) of
29 | section 228.041, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, are
30 | anended to read:

31
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228.041 Definitions.--Specific definitions shall be as
foll ows, and wherever such defined words or terns are used in
the Florida School Code, they shall be used as foll ows:

(13) SCHOOL DAY. --A school day for any group of
students is that portion of the day in which school is
actually in session and shall conprise not |ess than 5 net
hours, excluding intermssions, for all grades above the
third; not less than 4 net hours for the first three grades;
and not | ess than 3 net hours for kindergarten or
preki ndergarten students with disabilities, or the equival ent
as calculated on a weekly basis. The net hours specified in
this subsection shall consist only of instruction in an
approved course of study and shall exclude al
noni nstructional activities as defined by rules of the
Conmmi ssi oner of Education. Three of the |ast days of the
93-day 90-day term and of the 186-day 180-day term nmay be
designated by the district school board as final exanination
days for secondary school students. These final exanination
days shall consist of no less than 4 net hours, excl uding
interm ssions. The mininmum |l ength of the school day herein
speci fied may be decreased under rul es which shall be adopted
by the state board for double session schools or prograns,
experinmental schools, or schools operating under energency
condi ti ons.

(16) SCHOOL YEAR --The school year shall conprise the
period during which the schools are regularly in session for
t he mini mum nunber of 186 186 days of instruction or the
equi val ent on an hourly basis for pupils as specified by
regul ations of the state board for pupils plus periods for
preschool and postschool conferences as approved under
regul ations of the state board. A district school board nay
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decrease the m ni mum nunber of days of instruction by up to 4
days for 12th grade pupils for purposes of graduation w thout
proportionate reduction in funding.

(20) YEAR OF SERVICE. --The minimumtinme which may be
recogni zed in admnistering the state program of education
not including retirenent, as a year of service by a schoo
enpl oyee shall be full-tinme actual service; and, beginning
July 1963, such service shall also include sick | eave and
hol i days for which conpensation was recei ved but shall excl ude
all other types of |leave and holidays for a total of nobre than
one-hal f of the nunber of days required for the norma
contractual period of service for the position held, which
shall be 207 396 days or longer, or the mnimmrequired for
the district to participate in the Florida Educati on Fi nance
Programin the year service was rendered, or the equival ent
for service perfornmed on a daily or hourly basis; provided,
further, that absence fromduty after the date of beginning
service shall be covered by | eave duly authorized and granted;
further, the school board shall have authority to establish a
different mininmumfor |ocal district school purposes.

(37) YEAR-ROUND SCHOOL. --The term "year-round school "
means a school where each student receives at |east 186 186
days of instruction as provided for in subsection (16);
however, rather than attending school for 8 or 9 consecutive
nmont hs with consecutive nonths for vacation or beyond 186-day
186-day school year instructional periods, students are
of fered educational opportunities over an 11-nonth or 12-nonth
period, with shorter, staggered vacation periods or beyond
186- day 486-day school year instructional periods throughout
t he year.
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Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (10) of section
230. 23, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

230.23 Powers and duties of school board.--The schoo
board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and
performall duties |isted bel ow

(10) FINANCE. - - Take steps to assure children adequate
educational facilities through the financial procedure
aut hori zed in chapters 236 and 237 and as prescribed bel ow

(a) Provide for all schools to operate at |east 186
186 days.--Provide for the operation of all public schools,
both el enentary and secondary, as free schools for a term of
at |east 186 186 days or the equivalent on an hourly basis as
specified by regulations of the State Board of Education
determ ne district school funds necessary in addition to state
funds to operate all schools for such mininumterm arrange
for the levying of district school taxes necessary to provide
t he amount needed fromdistrict sources.

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (12) of section
230.33, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

230.33 Duties and responsibilities of
superintendent . --The superintendent shall exercise all powers
and performall duties listed below and el sewhere in the |aw,
provided, that in so doing he or she shall advise and counse
with the school board. The superintendent shall perform al
t asks necessary to nake sound reconmendati ons, noninations,
proposals, and reports required by |law to be acted upon by the
school board. All such recommendati ons, noni nati ons,
proposal s, and reports by the superintendent shall be either
recorded in the mnutes or shall be made in witing, noted in
the minutes, and filed in the public records of the board. It
shal |l be presuned that, in the absence of the record required
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1| in this paragraph, the recomendati ons, nom nations, and

2 | proposal s required of the superintendent were not contrary to
3| the action taken by the school board in such matters.

4 (12) FI NANCE. - - Recommend neasures to the school board
5| to assure adequate educational facilities throughout the

6| district, in accordance with the financial procedure

7 | authorized in chapters 236 and 237 and as prescribed bel ow

8 (a) Plan for operating all schools for mininmm

9| term--Determne and reconmend district funds necessary in

10| addition to state funds to provide for at |east a 186-day

11 | 386-day school termor the equival ent on an hourly basis as
12 | specified by rules which shall be adopted by the State Board
13 | of Education and recommend plans for ensuring the operation of
14 | all schools for the term authorized by the school board.

15 Section 4. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (2) of
16 | section 236.013, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

17 236.013 Definitions.--Notw thstanding the provisions
18 | of s. 228.041, the following terns are defined as follows for
19 | the purposes of this act:
20 (2) A "full-tinme equivalent student" in each program
21| of the district is defined in terns of full-time students and
22 | part-tine students as follows:
23 (a) A "full-tinme student" is one student on the
24 | menbership roll of one school programor a conbination of
25| school progranms listed in s. 236.081(1)(c) for the school year
26 | or the equivalent for
27 1. Instruction in a standard school, conprising not
28 | l ess than 930 966 net hours for a student in or at the grade
29 | level of 4 through 12 and adult, or not |ess than 744 726 net
30| hours for a student in or at the grade |evel of kindergarten
31
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1| through grade 3 or in an authorized prekindergarten

2 | exceptional program

3 2. Instruction in a doubl e-session school or a schoo
4 | utilizing an experinental school cal endar approved by the

5| Departnent of Education, conprising not |ess than the

6 | equi val ent of 837 816 net hours in grades 4 through 12 or not
7] less than 651 636 net hours in kindergarten through grade 3;
8| or

9 3. Instruction conprising the appropriate nunber of
10 | net hours set forth in subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2. for
11 | students who, within the past year, have noved with their

12 | parents for the purpose of engaging in the farmlabor or fish
13 | industries, if a plan furnishing such an extended school day
14 | or week, or a conbination thereof, has been approved by the
15 | conmi ssioner. Such plan may be approved to accommbdate the

16 | needs of migrant students only or nmay serve all students in
17 | school s having a high percentage of migrant students. The plan
18 | described in this subparagraph is optional for any schoo

19 | district and is not mandated by the state.
20 (c)1. A "full-tinme equival ent student" is:
21 a. Afull-tinme student in any one of the prograns
22| listed in s. 236.081(1)(c); or
23 b. A conbination of full-tinme or part-tine students in
24 | any one of the prograns listed in s. 236.081(1)(c) which is
25| the equivalent of one full-tinme student based on the foll ow ng
26 | cal cul ations:
27 (1) A full-tinme student, except a postsecondary or
28 | adult student or a senior high school student enrolled in
29 | adult education when such courses are required for high schoo
30 | graduation, in a conbination of programs listed in s.
31| 236.081(1)(c) shall be a fraction of a full-tinme equival ent
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nmenbership in each special programequal to the nunber of net
hours per school year for which he or she is a nenber, divided
by the appropriate nunber of hours set forth in subparagraph
(a)1. or subparagraph (a)2.; the difference between that
fraction or sumof fractions and the maxi nrum val ue as set
forth in subsection (5) for each full-tine student is presuned
to be the balance of the student's tinme not spent in such
speci al education prograns and shall be recorded as tine in
t he appropriate basic program

(I'1) A student in the basic hal f-day kindergarten
program of not |ess than 465 456 net hours shall earn one-half
of a full-tinme equival ent nenbership.

(111) A half-day kindergarten student in a conbination
of prograns listed ins. 236.081(1)(c) is a fraction of a
full-tinme equival ent nenbership in each special program equa
to the nunber of net hours or nmjor portion thereof per schoo
year for which he or she is a nenber divided by the nunber of
hours set forth in sub-sub-subparagraph (I1); the difference
between that fraction and the nunber of hours set forth in
sub- sub- subparagraph (I1) for each full-tinme student in
nmenbership in a hal f-day kindergarten programis presuned to
be the bal ance of the student's tinme not spent in such special
education prograns and shall be recorded as tinme in the
appropriate basic program

(1Y) A part-tine student, except a postsecondary or
adult student, is a fraction of a full-tine equival ent
nmenbership in each basic and special programequal to the
nunber of net hours or mmjor fraction thereof per school year
for which he or she is a nmenber, divided by the appropriate
nunber of hours set forth in subparagraph (a)l. or
subpar agraph (a) 2.
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(V) A postsecondary or adult student or a senior high
school student enrolled in adult educati on when such courses
are required for high school graduation is a portion of a
full-tinme equival ent nenbership in each special program equa
to the net hours or major fraction thereof per fiscal year for
whi ch he or she is a nenber, divided by the appropriate nunber
of hours set forth in subparagraph (a)l. or subparagraph (a)2.

(VI) Afull-tinme student who is part of a program
aut hori zed by subparagraph (a)3. in a conbination of prograns
listed ins. 236.081(1)(c) is a fraction of a full-tine
equi val ent nenbership in each regular or special program equa
to the nunber of net hours per school year for which he or she
is a nmenber, divided by the appropriate nunber of hours set
forth in subparagraph (a)l1. or subparagraph (a)2.

(VI1) A prekindergarten handi capped student shall neet
the requirenents specified for kindergarten students.

2. A student in nmenbership in a program schedul ed for
nore or |ess than 186 486 school days is a fraction of a
full-tinme equival ent nenbership equal to the nunber of
i nstructional hours in nenbership divided by the appropriate
nunber of hours set forth in subparagraph (a)l.; however, for
t he purposes of this subparagraph, nenbership in prograns
schedul ed for nmore than 186 186 days is limted to:

a. Special prograns for exceptional students;

b. Special vocational -technical prograns;

c. Special adult general education prograns;

d. Dropout prevention prograns as defined in s.

230. 2316 for students in residential prograns operated by the

Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services; prograns operated

by the Departnent of Juvenile Justice as defined in s.

230. 23161 in which students receive educati onal services; or
8
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t eenage parent prograns as defined in s. 230.23166 for
students who are in need of such additional instruction

e. Dropout prevention prograns as defined in s.
230. 2316 in which students are placed for academ c or
di sci plinary purposes or prograns in English for speakers of
ot her | anguages as defined in s. 233.058 for students who were
in menbership for all of the last 15 days of the 186-day
186-¢day termor a total of 30 days within the 186-day 186-day
termand are in need of such additional instruction

f. Oher basic prograns offered for pronotion or
credit instruction as defined by rules of the state board; and

g. Progranms which nodify the school year to
accomodat e the needs of children who have noved with their
parents for the purpose of engaging in the farmlabor or fish
i ndustries, provided such prograns are approved by the
conmi ssi oner .

The departnent shall deternine and inplenent an equitable

net hod of equival ent funding for experinental schools and for
school s operating under energency conditions, which schools
have been approved by the departnent under the provisions of
S. 228.041(13) to operate for |ess than the m ni mum schoo
day.

Section 5. Subsection (2) and paragraphs (d) and (f)
of subsection (3) of section 236.02, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

236.02 Mninmumrequirenents of the Florida Education
Fi nance Program --Each district which participates in the
state appropriations for the Florida Education Finance Program
shal | provide evidence of its effort to maintain an adequate

9
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school programthroughout the district and shall neet at | east
the follow ng requirenents:

(2) MN MM TERM --Qperate all schools for a term of
at |east 186 186 actual teaching days as prescribed in s.
228.041(13) or the equivalent on an hourly basis as specified
by rul es of the Conmi ssioner of Education each school year
The commi ssioner may prescribe procedures for altering, and,
upon witten application, may alter, this requirenent during a
national, state, or local energency as it may apply to an
i ndi vi dual school or schools in any district or districts if,
in the opinion of the board, it is not feasible to make up
| ost days, and the apportionment nay, at the discretion of the
Conmi ssi oner of Education and if the board determ nes that the
reduction of school days is caused by the existence of a bona
fide enmergency, be reduced for such district or districts in
proportion to the decrease in the length of termin any such
school or schools. A strike, as defined in s. 447.203(6), by
enpl oyees of the school district may not be considered an
ener gency.

(3) EMPLOYMENT POLICIES. --Adopt rules relating to the
appoi ntnent, pronotion, transfer, suspension, and disnissal of
per sonnel

(d) District school boards may authorize a nmaxi nrum of
six paid | egal holidays which shall apply to the 207 196 days
of service

(f) Such rules nust require 12 cal endar nonths of
service for such principals as prescribed by regul ati ons of
the comi ssioner and nust require 10 nonths to include not
| ess than 207 496 days of service, excluding Sundays and ot her
hol i days, for all nenbers of the instructional staff, with any
such service on a 12-nonth basis to include reasonable

10
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1| all owance for vacation or further study as prescribed by the
2 | school board in accordance with regul ati ons of the

3 | conmi ssi oner.

4 Section 6. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section
5] 236.08106, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to

6 | read:

7 236. 08106 Excellent Teachi ng Program --

8 (2) The Excellent Teaching Programis created to

9| provide categorical funding for nonetary incentives and

10 | bonuses for teaching excellence. The Departnent of Education
11 | shall allocate and distribute to each school district an

12 | amount as prescribed annually by the Legislature for the

13 | Excel l ent Teachi ng Program Unless otherw se provided in the
14 | General Appropriations Act, each school district's annua

15| all ocation shall be the sumof the ambunts earned for the

16 | followi ng incentives and bonuses:

17 (d) An annual bonus equal to 10 percent of the prior
18 | fiscal year's statew de average salary for classroomteachers
19| to be paid to each individual who neets the requirenents of
20 | paragraph (c) and agrees, in witing, to provide the

21 | equival ent of 12 workdays of nentoring and related services to
22 | public school teachers within the district who do not hold

23 | NBPTS certification. The district school board shal

24 | distribute the annual bonus in a single paynent follow ng the
25| conpletion of all required nentoring and rel ated services for
26 | the year. It is not the intent of the Legislature to renove
27 | excellent teachers fromtheir assigned classroons; therefore,
28 | credit may not be granted by a school district or public

29 | school for nmentoring or related services provided during the
30 | regul ar school day or during the 207 396 days of required

31| service for the school year.

11
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DM WNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 833
581- 132A-99

A teacher for whomthe state pays the certification fee and
who does not conplete the certification programor does not
teach in a public school of this state for a |least 1 year
after conpleting the certification program nust repay the
amount of the certification fee to the state. However, a
t eacher who conpletes the certification programbut fails to
be awarded NBPTS certification is not required to repay the
amount of the certification fee if the teacher neets the
1-year teaching requirenent. Repaynent is not required of a
t eacher who does not conplete the certification program or
fails to fulfill the teaching requirenent because of the
teacher's death or disability or because of other extenuating
ci rcunstances as deternined by the State Board of Education
Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Revises the definitions of "school day, " scho Kear

and ear-round school™ to extend the [ ength of

school year to 186 days. Revises the defini tlon of "year
of service" for school enployees, increasing the tern1of
service to 207 days. Anmends’ provisions relating t

powers and duties of the school board, duties and
responsibilities of the superintendent, definitions for
pur poses of the Florida Education Fi nance Program

requi rements of the Florida Education Finance Program

and the Excellent Teaching Program to conform
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