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By the Cormmittee on Heal th, Aging
Senators Mtchell, Geller, Childe
Kirkpatrick, Jones and Rossin

rm Care; and

and Long-Te
S n, Thonas,

0
rs, Cow

317-1920A- 99

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to rural hospital capita

3 i nprovenent; creating s. 395.6061, F.S.

4 providi ng a nechani smfor the disbursenent of

5 funds to rural hospitals; providing application

6 requi rements; prescribing uses of the fund;

7 providing duties of the Departnment of Health;

8 providi ng rul emaki ng authority for the

9 establishment of criteria for the di sbursenent

10 of grant funds; providing an effective date.

11

12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
13

14 Section 1. Section 395.6061, Florida Statutes, is
15| created to read:

16 395.6061 Rural hospital capital inprovenent.--There is
17 | established a rural hospital capital inprovenent grant

18 | program

19 (1) A rural hospital as defined in s. 395.602 may
20| apply to the departnent for a grant. The grant application
21 | nust provide infornmation that includes:

22 (a) A statenent indicating the problemthe rura

23 | hospital proposes to solve with the grant funds;

24 (b) The strategy proposed to resolve the probl em
25 (c) The organizational structure, financial system
26 | and facilities that are essential to the proposed sol ution
27 (d) The projected | ongevity of the proposed sol ution
28 | after the grant funds are expended;

29 (e) Evidence of participation in a rural health

30 | network as defined in s. 381. 0406;

31
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(f) Evidence that the rural hospital has difficulty in

obtai ni ng funding or that funds avail able for the proposed

sol ution are inadequate;

(g) Evidence that the grant funds will assist in

nmai ntaining or returning the hospital to an economcally

stable condition or that any plan for closure or realignnent

of services will involve devel opnent of innovative

alternatives for the discontinued services;

(h) Evidence of a satisfactory record-keepi ng system

to account for grant fund expenditures within the rura

county;
(i) Arural health network plan that includes a

description of how the plan was devel oped, the goals of the

plan, the links with existing health care providers under the

pl an, indicators quantifying the hospital's financi al

wel | - bei ng, nmeasurable outcone targets, and the current

physi cal and operational condition of the hospital
(2) Each rural hospital as defined in s. 395.602 shal
receive a mninumof $100,000 annually, subject to legislative

appropriation, upon application to the Departnent of Health,

for projects to acquire, repair, inprove, or upgrade systens,

facilities, or equipnent.

(3) Any remmining funds shall annually be disbursed to

rural hospitals in accordance with this section. The

Departnent of Health shall establish, by rule, criteria for

awardi ng grants for any renai ning funds, which nust be used

exclusively for the support and assistance of rural hospitals

as defined in s. 395.602, including criteria relating to the

| evel of unconpensated care rendered by the hospital, the

participation in a rural health network as defined in s.

381. 0406, and the proposed use of the grant by the rura
2
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1| hospital to resolve a specific problem The departnment nust
2 | consider any information subnitted in an application for the
3] grants in accordance with subsection (1) in deternining
4 eligibility for and the anbunt of the grant, and none of the
5lindividual itenms of information by itself nay be used to deny
6| grant eligibility.
7 (4) The departnent shall ensure that the funds are
8 | used solely for the purposes specified in this section.
9 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
10
11 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
12 Senate Bill 890
13
14 | The conmittee substitute creates the rural hospital capita
i mprovenent grant program and provides a nechanismfor a rura
15| hospital to app!Y or a grant fromthe Degartnent of Heal th.
Each rural hospital as defined in s. 395.602, Florida ]
16 | Statutes, nust receive a mninumof $100, 000 annual |y, subject
to | egislative apProprlatlon,_upon application to the
17 | Departnent of Health, for pro*ects_tp acquire, repair,
i mprove, or upgéade systens, facilities, or equipnent. The
18 | Depart nent of alth nust establish, by rule, criteria for
awardi ng grants for any renmai ning funds, which nust be used
19 | exclusivel'y for the support and assi stance of rural hospitals
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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