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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HR 9059
By Representative Crow

House Resol ution
A resol ution honoring the nenory of Jonat hon
Ryan At chi son.

WHEREAS, Jonat hon Ryan Atchi son was a heal t hy
6-year-old until he contracted and died froma conmon
chil dhood illness: chicken pox, and

WHEREAS, Jonat hon, a kindergartner at Ozona El enentary
School in North Pinellas County, died on February 23, 1998,
and

VWHEREAS, it took the Pinellas-Pasco Medi cal Exaniner's
Ofice 2 nonths to confirmthat Jonathon died froma severe
case of chicken pox, and

WHEREAS, a vaccine for chicken pox has been avail abl e
since 1995, and

VHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta has
decl ared chi cken pox to be the | eadi ng cause of deaths
preventable by a vaccine in the United States, and

WHEREAS, studies indicate that chicken pox cases cost
the country between $400 nillion and $500 nmillion a year in
health care and | ost wages, and

WHEREAS, Florida spends approximtely $2.7 nmillion each
year to provide free vaccinations agai nst polio, diphtheria,
neasl es, rubella, nmunps, hepatitis B, and whoopi ng cough, al
of which are required for school -age children, and

WHEREAS, the state's expenditures would increase an
estimated $1.5 million next year if the chicken pox vaccine
were al so required for school -age children, and

WHEREAS, since Jonathon's death, his nother, Kathy
At chi son, has sought to increase public awareness of the
availability of the chicken pox vaccine, and to add the
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1| vaccine to the imuni zations Florida requires for school -age
2| children, and

3 WHEREAS, it is altogether fitting and appropriate for
4 | the House of Representatives to commenorate the untinely

5| passing of young Jonat hon Ryan Atchi son by seeking to avert
6| future child deaths fromthis preventabl e di sease, NOW

7 | THEREFORE,

8

9| Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
10 | Fl ori da:

11

12 That the House pause in its deliberations to honor the
13 | nenory of Jonathon Ryan Atchi son, who died of chicken pox on
14 | February 23, 1998, at 6 years of age, and to offer its

15| heartfelt condol ences to the Atchison fanmly and pledge its
16 | determi nation to seek to avert further child deaths fromthis
17 | prevent abl e di sease.

18 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution
19 | be presented to Jonathon's nother, Kathy Atchison, as a
20 | tangi bl e token of the sentinents expressed herein.
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