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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HR 9217

B Represent ati ves Fbynan Cbsgrove Rayson, RO{as
Spra odlette, Barreirto, rlsguez een, tlieb,
VVIson Bush Kyle, Gay, Logan, Ilalobos Val des and Cantens

House Resol ution
A resolution in recognition of Stiltsville in
Bi scayne Bay.

WHEREAS, Stiltsville is a collection of seven | odges
built on pilings |ocated in Biscayne Bay, south of Manm, and
is the remains of a larger community of dwellings dating back
to the 1930's, and

WHEREAS, a beloved relic of Mam's roguish past, the
seven remaining Stiltsville | odges are the descendants of what
was once an evolving comunity that began when "Crawfish"
Eddi e Wal ker built a one-story hone and bait shack out of a
barge that had been grounded in the bay in the early 1930's
and

WHEREAS, over the years, other hones and dwel lings were
built on pilings in the clear flats of the bay where waters
are rarely deeper than 10 feet at high tide, and

WHEREAS, at its height, about 25 such dwellings,

i ncl udi ng both hones and ni ghtspots, popul ated the bay's outer
reaches, and

WHEREAS, over the years, Stiltsville earned a
reputation for a variety of notorious activities and has stood
as a synbol of early Mam's exotic allure, and

VWHEREAS, since the late 1960's, Stiltsville has been
nore well known as a collection of privately owned dwellings
used as weekend and vacati on hones where boating, fishing, and
relaxation are the primary activities, and

VHEREAS, in the md-1970's, the State of Florida i ssued
25-year bay-bottom | eases to owners of the renaining | odges,
and
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WHEREAS, in 1980, the area of Biscayne Bay on which
Stiltsville is |located was annexed i nto Bi scayne Nationa
Park, and since that tine the National Park Service has
controlled the site, and

WHEREAS, over the years, environnentalists and others
have questioned the propriety of |easing public park land to
private parties, clainmng that the presence of privately owned
houses is generally considered contrary to the purposes of
desi gnat ed national parks, and

WHEREAS, at the sane tine there are many who feel that
the private, sun-worn | odges are the perfect enblem of the
exotic nature of early Mam and of great historica
si gni fi cance, and

WHEREAS, the leases on all remaining Stiltsville | odges
expire on July 1, 1999, and

WHEREAS, Stiltsville | easehol ders had hoped that the
community could earn status as a historic place on the
Nati onal Register of Historic Places, thus saving it from
extinction, and

WHEREAS, despite considerable public support, including
t he support of Congressional nenbers fromthe Mam area, the
Nati onal Register of Historic Places has subsequently rul ed
that the landmark is unworthy of a listing, and

VWHEREAS, it is the intention of the National Park
Service to denolish this Mam | andmark, and

WHEREAS, one of the many noteworthy tributes to the
charns of Stiltsville that echoes the sentinents of many who
see the community as a | andnmark of aesthetic and historic
significance for Mani cane fromforner Florida Governor LeRoy
Collins, who once wote to a friend whose house at Stiltsville
he frequented that "when the tine cones when | say so long to
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this Iife, | hope the great beyond seens a lot |ike your cabin
in the sea," NOW THEREFOCRE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da hereby supports the historic significance of
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Stiltsville as a Mam | andnark.

W NNNNNNMNNNNNRRRRERRRPR R R
©O © ® N o U N WNERO®OGBW-NOOUDMOWINLEO

w
=

3
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




