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SENATE AMENDMVENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 972
Anmendnment No.

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Senat or Forman noved the foll owi ng amendnent :

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 80, between lines 10 and 11

i nsert:

Section 37. Subsection (18) is added to section
373.414, Florida Statutes, to read:

373.414 Additional criteria for activities in surface
wat ers and wetl ands. - -

(18) M TI GATI ON STUDI ES. - -

(a) For inpacts resulting fromactivities regul ated

under part |V of chapter 373, the Legislature finds that

successful mitigation perforned by the public and private

sectors has hel ped to preserve the state's natural resources.

(b) To enhance mitigation processes while continuing

to ensure mitigation success, the Ofice of Program Policy

Anal ysis and Governnental Accountability shall study

mtigation options as defined in s. 373.414(1)(b) and issue a

report by January 1, 2000. At a mininmum the report shal

cont ai n:
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1. A conparison of each currently utilized nitigation

option to determ ne whether each nitigation option offsets the

| osses of wetlands and wetland functions in an equitable and

ef fective manner, including an assessnent of the tining of the

mtigation in relation to the inpact.

2. An analysis of whether certain forms or aspects of

mtigation are nore effectively acconplished by the private

sector and whether certain forns or aspects are nore

effectively acconplished by the public sector

3. An analysis of the costs of providing these

mtigation options.

4. An analysis of off-site nitigation options,

i ncluding the application of the cunul ative i npact

consi deration under s. 373.414 to projects seeking off-site

mtigation and an evaluation of the ability of a mtigation

bank to use its credits within its nitigation service area

wi t hout causi ng unacceptabl e cunul ative i npacts.

5. An analysis of the process for determning

mtigation service areas for nitigation banks.

6. Recommendations for statutory changes, if

necessary, to address problens identified in the report.

7. Recommendations for rule changes, if necessary, to

address problens identified in the report.

(c) The staff of the Ofice of Program Policy Analysis

and Governnental Accountability shall forma workgroup of

affected parties to assist in developing this report. The

affected parties shall include representatives fromthe

private nitigation banking industry, entities operating or

using off-site regional mtigation, the environnental

community, the water managenent districts, the Departnent of

Envi ronnental Protection, the devel opnent conmunity, the U S
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Arny Corps of Engineers, and the Florida Local Environnental

Resource Agencies. O her entities with appropriate technical

expertise or knowl edge may be asked to advise the Ofice of

Program Pol i cy Anal ysis and Governnental Accountability. A

participants in the study shall serve voluntarily, and may not

receive conpensation for their participation or travel

expenses. The Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and

Governnental Accountability shall conduct at |east two public

wor kshops, notice of which shall be provided pursuant to

chapter 120, at which the work group, other entities, and the

public shall be given the opportunity to participate, provide

i nformati on, and comment on the study, including the

devel opnent of the study's scope and an interimupdate. Prior

to publishing the final report and recommendations, the Ofice

of Program Policy Analysis and Governnental Accountability

shall submit prelininary findings and recomendati ons to al

affected parties. These affected parties shall be given the

opportunity to respond, collectively or individually, to the

findings within 30 cal endar days after receipt of the

tentative findings. Such response and the Ofice of Program

Policy Anal ysis and Governnental Accountability rebuttal to

the response shall be included in the final study report.

(d) A technical work group, co-chaired by the

Departnent of Environnental Protection, South Florida Water

Managenent District, Southwest Florida Water Managenent

District, and St. Johns River Water Managenent District, shal

be established to anal yze the nmethods by which the assessnent

of the functional aspects of inpact and mitigation sites are

nmade and to develop a uni formfuncti onal assessnent

net hodol ogy based on this anal ysis which recogni zes regi ona

ecol ogical differences, is cost-effective, is repeatable and
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obj ective, and accurately reflects the extent of adverse

i npacts and ecol ogi cal inprovenents. The analysis shall assess

the criteria used by the uniformfunctional assessment net hods

presently in use and conpare their consistency with the rul es

adopted by the agencies pursuant to the requirenents of

subsection (9). Affected parties, including the regul ated

community and | ocal governnents, shall be invited to

participate in the anal ysis and devel opnent of recomendati ons

for a uniformfunctional assessment nethodol ogy. The work

group co-chairs shall report on the progress of their findings

to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker

of the House of Representatives by January 1, 2000.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is amended as foll ows:

On page 5, line 21, after the word "process;

i nsert:
anending s. 373.414, F.S.; providing for
mtigation studies; requiring a report;
providing for workgroups to assist in
conducting the study;
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