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1

2 An act relating to dentistry; anending s.

3 466.004, F.S.; revising qualifications for

4 nmenbership on the Board of Dentistry; providing

5 applicability; anending s. 466.021, F.S.

6 revising requirenents relating to dental work

7 orders; anending s. 466.0282, F.S.; revising

8 requirenents relating to the recognition and

9 advertising of dental specialties; requiring

10 certain consumer notice; providing an effective

11 dat e.

12

13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

14

15 Section 1. (1) Subsection (1) of section 466. 004,

16 | Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is anended to read:

17 466. 004 Board of Dentistry.--

18 (1) To carry out the provisions of this chapter, there
19| is created within the departnent the Board of Dentistry
20 | consisting of 11 nenbers who shall be appointed by the
21 | Governor and subject to confirmation by the Senate. Seven
22 | nenbers of the board nust be |licensed dentists actively
23| engaged in the clinical practice of dentistry in this state
24 | whose principal source of inconme is derived fromdirect
25| patient care; two nenbers nust be licensed dental hygienists
26 | actively engaged in the practice of dental hygiene in this
27 | state; and the renmmining two nenbers nust be | aypersons who
28 | are not, and have never been, dentists, dental hygienists, or
29 | mrenbers of any closely rel ated profession or occupation. Each
30 | dental menber of the board who is a licensed dentist nust have
31| been actively engaged in the practice of dentistry primarily
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as a clinical practitioner her—er—his—+espectiveprofession

for at least 5 years immedi ately preceding the date of her or

hi s appointnent to the board and nust remain prinmarily in

clinical practice during all subsequent periods of appointnent

to the board. Any person who is connected in any way with any

dental college or conmunity coll ege may be appointed to the

board so long as that connection does not result in a

relati onshi p wherein such college provides nore than 5 percent

of the person's incone. At |east one nenber of the board nust

be 60 years of age or older. Menbers shall be appointed for
4-year terns.

(2) The anendnent of subsection (1) of section
466. 004, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, by this section
applies to appointnents to the Board of Dentistry nade on or
after the effective date of this act.

Section 2. Section 466.021, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

466. 021 Enpl oynent of unlicensed persons by denti st;
penalty.--Every duly |licensed dentist who uses the services of
any unlicensed person for the purpose of constructing,
altering, repairing, or duplicating any denture, parti al
denture, bridge splint, or orthodontic or prosthetic appliance
shal|l be required to furnish such unlicensed person with a
written work order in such formas prescribed shatH—be
approved by rule of the board departwent. Fhisfoermshatt—be

stuppted—to—the—dentist—by thedepartrment—at—acost—not—to
ey : o L e T I I ant
et . I eividual—d . I
transfterabte-This formshall be dated and signed by such
dentist and shall include the patient's name or nunber with
sufficient descriptive information to clearly identify the
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case for each separate and individual piece of work.:A said

work—or-der—shaH—be—rmade—in—dupH—cate—form—the—dupH—ecate copy

of such work order shall to be retained in a permanent file in

the dentist's office for a period of 2 years, and the origina
work order shall te be retained in a pernanent file for a

period of 2 years by such said unlicensed person in her or his
pl ace of business. Such permanent file of work orders to be
kept by such dentist or by such unlicensed person shall be
open to inspection at any reasonable tine by the departnent or
its duly constituted agent. Failure of the dentist to keep
such permanent records of such said¢ work orders shall subject

the dentist to suspension or revocation of her or his license
to practice dentistry. Failure of such unlicensed person to
have in her or his possession a work order as required by this
secti on above—defined shall be adnmi ssible evidence of a
violation of this chapter and shall constitute a ni sdeneanor

of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or
S. 775.083. Nothing in this section shall preclude a

regi stered dental |aboratory fromworking for another

regi stered dental |aboratory, provided that such work is
perforned pursuant to witten authorization, in a formto be
prescribed by rule of the board departrent, which evi dences
that the originating | aboratory has obtained a valid work
order and which sets forth the work to be perforned.
Furthernore, nothing in this section shall preclude a

regi stered laboratory fromproviding its services to dentists
licensed and practicing in another state, provided that such
work is requested or otherwi se authorized in witten form
which clearly identifies the nane and address of the
requesting dentist and which sets forth the work to be

per f or ned.
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Section 3. Section 466.0282, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

466. 0282 Specialties.--

(1) A dentist licensed under this chapter may not hold
hi msel f or herself out as a specialist, or advertise
nmenbership in or specialty recognition by an accrediting

organi zati on, er—atvertise—that—his—or—her—practice—+st+imted
to—a——specit-HHec—area—of—dentist+ry—unl ess the dentist:

(a) Has conpleted a specialty education program
approved by the Anmerican Dental Association and the Conm ssion
on Dental Accreditation;and:

1.{b) Is eligible for exanm nation by a nationa
speci alty board recogni zed by the Anerican Dental Association
or

2.{e)y Is a diplomate of a national specialty board
recogni zed by the American Dental Association; or

(b) td)y Has continuously held hinmself or herself out as
a specialist since Decenber 31, 1964, in a specialty
recogni zed by the Anmerican Dental Association

(2) A dentist licensed under this chapter may not

represent to the public without appropriate disclosure that

his or her practice is linmted to a specific area of dentistry

other than a specialty area of dentistry authorized under

subsection (1), unless the dentist has attai ned nmenbership in

or has otherw se been credentialed by an accrediting

organi zation which is recogni zed by the board as a bona fide

organi zation for such an area of dental practice. In order to

be recogni zed by the board as a bona fide accrediting

organi zation for a specific area of dental practice other than

a specialty area of dentistry authorized under subsection (1),
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t he organi zati on nust condition nenbership or credentialing of

its nenbers upon all of the foll ow ng

(a) Successful conpletion of a formal, full-tine

advanced education programthat is affiliated with or

sponsored by a university-based dental school and is:

1. Beyond the dental degree;

2. At the graduate or postgraduate |level; and

3 O at |least 12 nonths in duration.

(b) Prior didactic training and clinical experience in

the specific area of dentistry which is greater than that of

ot her denti sts.

(c) Successful conpletion of oral and witten

exam nati ons based on psychonetric principles.

(3) Notwithstandi ng the requirenents of subsections

(1) and (2), a dentist who | acks nenbership in or

certification, diplomate status, or other simlar credentials

froman accrediting organi zati on approved as bona fide by

either the Anerican Dental Association or the board nmay

announce a practice enphasis in any other area of dental

practice if the dentist incorporates in capital letters or

sone other manner clearly distinguishable fromthe rest of the

announcenent, solicitation, or advertisenent the foll ow ng
statenent: "...(NAME OF ANNOUNCED AREA OF DENTAL PRACTICE)...
I S NOT RECOGNI ZED AS A SPECI ALTY AREA BY THE AMERI CAN DENTAL
ASSOCI ATI ON OR THE FLORI DA BOARD OF DENTI STRY." If such an
area of dental practice is officially recogni zed by an

organi zati on which the dentist desires to acknow edge or

otherwi se reference in the dentist's announcenent,

solicitation, or advertisenent, the sane announcenent,

solicitation, or advertisenent shall also state prom nently:

"...(NAME OF REFERENCED ORGANI ZATION)... IS NOT RECOGNI ZED AS
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A BONA FI DE SPECI ALTY ACCREDI TI NG ORGANI ZATI ON BY THE AMERI CAN
DENTAL ASSOCI ATI ON OR THE FLORI DA BOARD OF DENTI STRY. '
(4) 2 The purpose of this sectionis to prevent a

dentist fromadvertising wi thout appropriate disclosure

nmenbership in an organi zati on which may be perceived by the
public as recogni zing or accrediting specialization or other
uni que conpetencies in an area of dentistry that is not

recogni zed or accredited by the American Dental Association or
the board in accordance with this section. The purpose of this

section is also to prohibit a dentist fromadvertising a
specialty or other area of dental practice wthout appropriate

di scl osure unl ess the special conpetencies held by the denti st

satisfy the requirenents of subsection (1) or subsection (2)

bt the dentist et e I rrited erti

I . . I ol I I . I
Assoectat+on. The Legislature finds that dental consuners can

reasonably rely on these requirenents as satisfactory evidence

of a dentist's attai nment of neani ngful conpetencies in the

specialty or other bona fide area of dental practice
adverti sed recoghttion—by—the—-ArericanPbental—Assoctationrn—as
ey o . . . I | eaiti
I I ol I I I . ey I o
- . . ey ol Lo ide. The

Legislature also finds that this process for the recognition

of dental specialties and other bona fide areas of dental

practice is the |least restrictive neans available to ensure

that consuners are not msled about a dentist's unique
credenti al s not—enty—that—the—-Arerican—Pbental—Assoctation
it o] - I . . e wr ol
. . ey " I
hetd e - . . . o
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Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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