SB 996 First Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to notor vehicles; anending s.
3 316.003, F.S.; providing official traffic
4 control devices and traffic control devices are
5 the sanme and do not include certain pavenent
6 undul ations; anending s. 316.008, F.S.
7 aut hori zi ng | ocal governnents to regul ate
8 certain pavenent undul ations; anendi ng s.
9 316. 0745, F.S.; providing certain pavenent
10 undul ations are exenpt fromcertain
11 prohi bitions concerning uniformtraffic contro
12 devices; creating s. 316.2122, F.S.
13 aut hori zi ng the use of |ow speed vehicles on
14 certain public roads; providing restrictions
15 for such operation; anending s. 320.01, F. S
16 providing a speed restriction for golf carts;
17 defining the term"l ow speed vehicle"; defining
18 the term"utility vehicle"; anending s.
19 320. 08001, F.S.; prescribing a license tax for
20 | ow speed vehicles; anmending s. 316.2126, F.S.
21 authori zing the use of golf carts and utility
22 vehi cl es by rmunicipalities for municipa
23 pur poses and subject to certain conditions;
24 anending s. 320.105, F.S.; exenpting golf carts
25 and utility vehicles fromrequirenents to
26 di splay license plates; anending s. 325.203,
27 F.S.; exenpting golf carts and utility vehicles
28 frominspection requirenents; providing an
29 ef fective date.
30
31| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
1
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1 Section 1. Subsection (23) of section 316.003, Florida
2| Statutes, is anended to read:
3 316.003 Definitions.--The followi ng words and phrases,
4 | when used in this chapter, shall have the neanings
5| respectively ascribed to themin this section, except where
6 | the context otherw se requires:
7 (23) OFFICI AL TRAFFI C CONTROL DEVI CES. --Al |l signs,
8 | signals, markings, and devices, not inconsistent with this
9| chapter, placed or erected by authority of a public body or
10| official having jurisdiction for the purpose of regulating,
11 | warning, or guiding traffic. As used in this chapter, official
12 [ traffic control devices and traffic control devices shall have
13 | the sane neani ng and shall not include speed bunps, speed
14 | hunps, speed tables or other pavenent undul ati ons.
15 Section 2. Paragraph (w) of subsection (1) of section
16 | 316.008, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
17 316. 008 Powers of local authorities.--
18 (1) The provisions of this chapter shall not be deened
19| to prevent local authorities, with respect to streets and
20 | hi ghways under their jurisdiction and within the reasonable
21 | exercise of the police power, from
22 (w) Regulating, restricting, or nonitoring traffic by
23| security devices or personnel on public streets and hi ghways,
24 | whether by public or private parties and providing for the
25 | construction and mai ntenance of such streets and hi ghways
26 | which shall include, but not be limted to, the installation
27 | of speed bunps, speed hunps, speed tables or other pavenent
28 | undul ati ons.
29 Section 3. A new subsection (9) is added to section
30| 316.0745, Florida Statutes, to read:
31 316. 0745 Uniform signals and devices. --
2
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(9) The prohibitions set out in this section shall not

apply to the installation of speed bunps, speed hunps, speed

tabl es or other pavenent undul ati ons.
Section 4. Section 316.2122, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

316. 2122 (Operation of a | ow speed vehicle on certain

r oadways. - - The operation of a | owspeed vehicle, as defined in

s. 320.01(42), upon the public roads or streets of this state

is authorized with the followi ng restrictions:

(1) A lowspeed vehicle nay be operated only on

streets where the posted speed linmt is 35 niles per hour or

| ess. This does not prohibit a | ow speed vehicle fromcrossing

a road or street at an intersection where the road or street

has a posted speed Ilinmt of nore than 35 miles per hour

(2) A lowspeed vehicle nust be equi pped with

headl anps, stop lanps, turn signal |anps, taillanps, reflex

reflectors, parking brakes, rearview mrrors, w ndshields,

seat belts, and vehicle identification nunbers.

(3) A lowspeed vehicle nust be registered and insured

in accordance with s. 320.02.

(4) Any person operating a | ow speed vehicl e nust have

in his or her possession a valid driver's |icense.

(5) A county or nmunicipality may prohibit the

operation of | ow speed vehicles on any street or hi ghway under

its jurisdiction if the governing body of the county or

nmuni cipality determ nes that such prohibition is necessary in

the interest of safety.

(6) The Departnent of Transportation nmay prohibit the

operati on of |ow speed vehicles on any street or hi ghway under

its jurisdiction if it determnes that such prohibition is

necessary in the interest of safety.
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Section 5. Subsection (22) of section 320.01, Florida
Statutes, is anended and subsections (42) and (43) are added
to that section to read

320.01 Definitions, general.--As used in the Florida
Statutes, except as otherw se provided, the term

(22) "Colf cart" neans a notor vehicle that is
desi gned and manufactured for operation on a golf course for
sporting or recreational purposes and that is not capabl e of

exceedi ng speeds of 20 niles per hour

(42) "Low speed vehicle" nmeans any four-wheel ed

el ectric vehicle whose top speed is greater than 20 nil es per

hour but not greater than 25 niles per hour, including

nei ghbor hood el ectric vehicles. Low speed vehicles nmust conply
with the safety standards in 49 C F. R 571.500 and s.
316. 2122.

(43) "Uility vehicle" neans a notor vehicl e designed

and manufactured for general nmintenance, security, and

| andscapi ng purposes, but the term does not include any

vehi cl e designed or used prinmarily for the transportation of

persons or property on a street or highway, or a golf cart, or

an all-terrain vehicle as defined in s. 316.2074.
Section 6. Section 320.08001, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

320.08001 Electric vehicles; license tax.--The |icense
tax for an electric vehicle or | owspeed vehicle is the sane

as that prescribed in s. 320.08-for a vehicle that is not
el ectrically powered.

Section 7. Section 316.2126, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

316. 2126 Use of golf carts and utility vehicl es by
eertatn nunicipalities.--In addition to the powers granted by

4
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ss. 316.212 and 316. 2125, nunici palities etder—than—460—years

otd are hereby authorized to utilize golf carts and utility
vehi cl es, as defined in s. 320.01, upon any state, county, or
nmuni ci pal roads located within the corporate limts of such
nmuni ci palities, subject to the follow ng conditions:

(1) Colf carts and utility vehicles must conply with

the operational and safety requirenents operated—beyond—the
atthorty—granted in ss. 316.212 and 316. 2125 and shall way

only be operated by nunicipal enpl oyees for rmunicipa

pur poses, including, but not linted to, police patrol
traffic enforcenent, and inspection of public facilities.

(2) In addition to the safety equipnent required in s.
316. 212(6), such golf carts and utility vehicles nust be

equi pped with sufficient lighting and turn signal equi pnent.
(3) Fhe CGolf carts and utility vehicles nmay only be

operated on state roads that have a posted speed |linmt of 30
m | es per hour or |ess.

Section 8. Section 320.105, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

320.105 Colf carts and utility vehicl es;
exenption.--CGolf carts and utility vehicles, as defined in s.
320. 01, when operated in accordance with s. 316.212 or s.

316. 2126, are exenpt from provisions of this chapter which
require the registration of vehicles or the display of license
pl at es.

Section 9. Paragraph (c) of subsection (4) of section
325.203, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

325.203 Mbdtor vehicles subject to annual inspection
exenptions. - -

(4) The followi ng notor vehicles are not subject to
i nspection:
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(c) CGolf carts and utility vehicles, as defined in s.
320. 01.
Section 10. This act shall take effect upon beconming a

| aw.
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