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By Representative Ryan

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to parental rights; anending s.

3 228.056, F.S.; providing legislative intent;

4 providing that a charter school's charter nust

5 address the school's plan for pronoting

6 parental and community invol verment in the

7 school ; anending s. 230.23, F.S.; providing

8 t hat school boards nust inplenent a program for

9 parental and guardi an invol venent in schools;

10 creating s. 230.2304, F.S.; requiring the

11 Departnent of Education and the Board of

12 Regents to develop, and the State Board of

13 Education to adopt, rules enabling involved

14 parents to take free postsecondary credit

15 hours; anending s. 231.17, F.S.; providing that

16 m ni nrum conpet enci es for professiona

17 certification nust include denpnstrating

18 know edge of the value of and strategies for

19 pronoting parental and guardi an invol venent in
20 education; providing an effective date.
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (9) of section
25| 228.056, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
26 228.056 Charter schools. --
27 (9) CHARTER. --The mmjor issues involving the operation
28 | of a charter school shall be considered in advance and witten
29 | into the charter. The charter shall be signed by the governing
30 | body of the charter school and the sponsor, followi ng a public
31| hearing to ensure community input.
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1 (a) The charter nust shat+ address, and criteria for
2 | approval of the charter nust shatH- be based on

3 1. The school's m ssion, the students to be served

4| and the ages and grades to be incl uded.

5 2. The focus of the curriculum the instructiona

6 | methods to be used, and any distinctive instructional

7 | techni ques to be enpl oyed.

8 3. The current inconing baseline standard of student
9 | acadeni ¢ achi evenent, the outcones to be achi eved, and the

10 | met hod of neasurenment that will be used. This section shal

11 | include a detail ed description for each of the foll ow ng:

12 a. How the baseline student acadeni c achi evenment

13| levels and prior rates of acadenic progress will be

14 | est abl i shed;

15 b. How these baseline rates will be conpared to rates
16 | of acadenic progress achi eved by these sane students while

17 | attendi ng the charter school; and

18 c. To the extent possible, how these rates of progress
19 | will be evaluated and conpared with rates of progress of other
20 | cl osely conparabl e student popul ati ons.

21 4. The nethods used to identify the educationa

22 | strengths and needs of students and how wel| educational goals
23 | and performance standards are net by students attending the
24 | charter school. Students in charter schools shall, at a

25| minimum participate in the statew de assessnent program

26 5. In secondary charter schools, a nmethod for

27 | determning that a student has satisfied the requirenents for
28 | graduation in s. 232.246.

29 6. A nethod for resolving conflicts between the

30 | governing body of the charter school and the sponsor

31
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7. The admi ssions procedures and di sm ssal procedures,
i ncluding the school's code of student conduct.

8. The ways by which the school will achieve a
raci al / et hni c bal ance reflective of the community it serves or
within the racial/ethnic range of other public schools in the
sane school district.

9. The financial and adm nistrative nanagenent of the
school, including a reasonabl e denonstration of the
prof essi onal experience or conpetence of those individuals or
organi zations applying to operate the charter school or those
hired or retained to perform such professional services. Both
public sector and private sector professional experience shal
be equally valid in such a consideration

10. The manner in which the school will be insured,

i ncl udi ng whether or not the school will be required to have
liability insurance, and, if so, the terns and conditions
t hereof and the anobunts of coverage.

11. The termof the charter which shall provide for
cancel l ation of the charter if insufficient progress has been
made in attaining the student achi evenent objectives of the
charter and if it is not likely that such objectives can be
achi eved before expiration of the charter. The initial term of
a charter shall be for 3, 4, or 5 years. In order to
facilitate access to long-termfinancial resources for charter
school construction, charter schools that are operated by a
muni cipality or other public entity as provided by |aw are
eligible for up to a 15-year charter, subject to approval by
the | ocal school board. In addition, to facilitate access to
| ong-term financial resources for charter school construction
charter schools that are operated by a private,
not-for-profit, s. 501(c)(3) status corporation are eligible
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for up to a 10-year charter, subject to approval by the |loca
school board. Such long-termcharters remain subject to annua
review and may be termnated during the termof the charter
but only for specific good cause according to the provisions
set forth in subsection (10).

12. The facilities to be used and their |ocation

13. The qualifications to be required of the teachers.

14. The governance structure of the school, including
the status of the charter school as a public or private
enpl oyer as required in subsection (7).

15. Atinetable for inplenmenting the charter which
addresses the inplenentation of each el enment thereof and the
date by which the charter shall be awarded in order to neet
this tinetable.

16. In the case of an existing public school being
converted to charter status, alternative arrangenents for
current students who choose not to attend the charter schoo
and for current teachers who choose not to teach in the
charter school after conversion in accordance with the
exi sting collective bargai ni ng agreenment or school board
policy in the absence of a collective bargaining agreenent.

17. The school's plan for pronoting parental and

community involvenent in the school, including the teachers

and the adnministration's communi cation with parents and

guar di ans, including noncustodial parents, about schoo

prograns and student progress; parent and guardi an

vol unteering opportunities; learning activities that support

cl assroominstruction; and coll aboration with comunity

resources that support classroominstruction and child

devel opnent.

4

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1027
711- 106E- 00

Section 2. Present subsection (20) of section 230. 23,
Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (21), and a
new subsection (20) is added to that section, to read:

230.23 Powers and duties of school board.--The schoo
board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and
performall duties |isted bel ow

(20) PARENTAL AND COVMUNITY | NVOLVEMENT | N
EDUCATI ON. -- The Legislature finds that the active invol venent
of parents and guardians in the education of children is an

essential factor in the child' s educational success. To

pronmote the invol venent of parents in the education of

children, the school board shall inplenent a programfor

parental and guardi an i nvol venent in schools which addresses

the teachers' and the adm nistration's comuni cation with

parents and guardi ans, including noncustodi al parents, about

school programs and student progress; parent and guardi an

vol unt eering opportunities; learning activities that support

cl assroominstruction; and coll aboration with comunity

resources that support classroominstruction and child

devel opnent. The school board may require that at |east one of

a child s parents or the child' s guardian participate in an

orientation programat the tine the child is enrolled in or

transferred or pronoted to a new school
Section 3. Section 230.2304, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

230. 2304 Rules providing free postsecondary credits to

i nvol ved parents.--The Departnent of Education and the Board

of Regents shall develop, and the State Board of Education

shal | adopt, rules that establish a process to enabl e those

parents who neet specified standards of parental involvenent

to attend a public postsecondary institution and to earn, at
5
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no cost to thenselves, a certain nunber of credit hours not to

exceed 2 credit hours per year

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section
231.17, Florida Statutes, is anmnended to read:

231.17 Oficial statenents of eligibility and
certificates granted on application to those neeting
prescribed requirenents. --

(5) M N MUM COVPETENCI ES FOR PROFESSI ONAL
CERTI FI CATE. - -

(a) The state board nust specify, by rule, the m ninum
essential conpetencies that educators nust possess and
denonstrate in order to qualify to teach students the
st andards of student perfornmance adopted by the state board.
The m ni mum conpet enci es nust include but are not limted to
the ability to:

1. Wite in a logical and understandable style with
appropriate grammar and sentence structure.

2. Read, conmprehend, and interpret professional and
other witten material .

3. Conprehend and work with mat hemati cal concepts,

i ncl udi ng al gebra.

4. Recognize signs of students' difficulty with the
readi ng process and apply appropriate neasures to inprove
students' readi ng perfornance.

5. Recogni ze signs of severe enptional distress in
students and apply techni ques of crisis intervention with an
enphasi s on suicide prevention and positive enbtiona
devel opnent.

6. Recogni ze signs of al cohol and drug abuse in
students and know how to appropriately work with such students
and seek assistance designed to prevent future abuse.
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7. Recogni ze the physical and behavioral indicators of
child abuse and negl ect, know rights and responsibilities
regardi ng reporting, know howto care for a child s needs
after a report is nade, and know recognition, intervention
and prevention strategies pertaining to child abuse and
negl ect which can be related to children in a classroom
setting in a nonthreatening, positive manner

8. Conprehend patterns of physical, social, and
academ ¢ devel opnent in students, including exceptiona
students in the regular classroom and counsel these students
concerning their needs in these areas.

9. Recogni ze and be aware of the instructional needs
of exceptional students.

10. Conprehend patterns of normal devel opnent in
students and enpl oy appropriate intervention strategies for
di sorders of devel opnent.

11. ldentify and conprehend the codes and standards of
prof essi onal ethics, perfornmance, and practices adopted
pursuant to s. 231.546(2)(b), the grounds for disciplinary
action provided by s. 231.28, and the procedures for resolving
conplaints filed pursuant to this chapter, including appea
processes.

12. Recogni ze and denpnstrate awareness of the
educati onal needs of students who have limted proficiency in
Engl i sh and enpl oy appropriate teachi ng strategies.

13. Use and integrate appropriate technology in
teaching and | earni ng processes and in nmanagi ng, eval uating,
and i nproving instruction

14. Use assessnent and ot her diagnostic strategies to
assi st the continuous devel opnent of the |earner
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1 15. Use teaching and | earning strategi es that include
2 | considering each student's culture, |earning styles, special
3 | needs, and soci oecononi ¢ backgr ound.

4 16. Denonstrate knowl edge and understandi ng of the

5| subject matter that is aligned with the subject know edge and
6| skills specified in the Sunshine State Standards and student
7 | performance standards approved by the state board.

8 17. Recognize the early signs of truancy in students
9] and identify effective interventions to avoid or resolve

10 | nonatt endance behavi or

11 18. Denonstrate knowl edge and skill in managi ng

12 | student behavior inside and outside the classroom Such

13 | know edge and skill nust include techniques for preventing and
14 | effectively responding to incidents of disruptive or violent
15 | behavi or.

16 19. Denonstrate know edge of and skill in devel oping
17 | and admini stering appropriate classroom assessnent instrunents
18 | designed to neasure student |earning gains.

19 20. Denonstrate the ability to maintain a positive
20| coll aborative relationship with students' fanmilies to increase
21 | student achi evenent.
22 21. Denonstrate know edge and understandi ng of the
23| value of and strategies for pronpting parental and guardian
24 | invol venent in education
25 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
26
27
28
29
30
31

8
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1027
711- 106E- 00

l kkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkikhkhkkhkkhkikhkhkkhkkhkikhkkikkhkkhkkikkhkkikkkk*k

2 SENATE SUMVARY

3 Provides that rights of access to records and_i nformation
Pertalnlng to a mnor apply to both parents. Provides

4 hat a charter school's charter nust address the school's

| an for PronDtlng parental and community involvenent in

5 he school. Provides that school boards nust inplenent a
program for parental and guardi an i nvol venent in schools.

6 Al l ows the Departnent of Education_and the Board of
Regents to devel op, and the State Board of Education to

7 adopt, rules allow ng involved parents to take free
postsecondary education credit hours. Provides that

8 m ni nrum conpetenci es for professional certification nust
|ncIude_denDnstratln?_knomAedge of the value of and

9 strategies for pronofing parental and guardian
i nvol vérrent in education
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