Florida Senate - 2000 SB 1050

By Senat or Fornman

32-811-00

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to guardi anship; creating s.

3 744.3146, F.S.; requiring professiona

4 guardians to register with the Statew de Public
5 Quardi anship O fice; providing for

6 i nvestigation and background screeni ng;

7 provi di ng procedures; providing a registration
8 fee; prescribing information to be included in
9 the registration; providing for issuance of

10 certificates of registration; providing for the
11 deni al, suspension, or revocation of

12 certificates of registration; requiring the

13 certificate of registration nunber to be

14 i ncluded in any advertisenent of guardi anship
15 services; providing that it is unlawful to hold
16 an appoi ntnment as a professional guardi an

17 wi thout first obtaining a certificate of

18 registration; providing a penalty; authorizing
19 enpl oyees of the office to make inspections and
20 i nvestigations; providing rul emaki ng aut hority;
21 providing an effective date.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. Section 744.3146, Florida Statutes, is
26 | created to read:
27 744. 3146 Professional guardian registration. --
28 (1) A professional guardian as defined in s.
29 | 744.102(15) shall register with the Statewide Public
30 | Guardi anship Ofice.
31
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(2) Each registrant shall submit to and pay for any

i nvestigation, history, and background screening required by

any rul es adopted by the Statew de Public Guardianship Ofi ce.

(3) Registration nust be made and renewed under oath

on forns furnished by the Statew de Public GQuardi anship Ofice

and nust be acconpani ed by the appropriate registration fee as

set by the Statewide Public Quardianship Ofice. The fee nust

be sufficient to pay for the adninistrative costs of

regi stering the professional guardian and furthering the

pur poses of this section. The Statew de Public Guardi anship

O fice shall provide copies of the registration to the court,

wi t hout charge, upon request. The Statew de Public

Quardi anship Ofice nay al so charge reasonabl e fees,

reflecting actual costs, to other persons requesting copies of

the certificate of registration

(4) Registration nmust include the foll ow ng:

(a) The nane, address, date of birth, and enpl oyer

i dentification nunber of the professional guardi an

(b) If the registrant is a firmor partnership, the

nane, address, and date of birth of every nenber, and the

enpl oyer identification nunber of the firmor partnership.

(c) |If the registrant is a corporation or association

its nane, address, and enpl oyer identification nunber; the

nane, address, and date of birth of each of its directors and

officers; and the name, address, and date of birth of each

person having at least a 10 percent interest in the

corporation or association.

(d) The nane, address, date of birth, and enpl oyer

identification nunber, if applicable, of each person enpl oyed

or under contract with the professional guardian who is

i nvol ved in guardi anship functions.
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(5) Upon verification that all requirenents for

regi stration have been net, the Statew de Public Guardi anship

Ofice nust issue a certificate of registration valid for a

termto be set by the office
(6) The Statew de Public Guardianship O fice shal
deny, suspend, or revoke the certificate of registration of a

person who
(a) Fails to conply with this section.

(b) |Is renoved or disqualified fromservice as a
guardi an for reasons set forth in s. 744.474(1)-(16) and s.
744.474(18).

(7) A professional guardian who offers or advertises

services to the public nmust include in its advertisenent the

certificate of registration nunber issued by the Statew de
Publ i c Guardi anship Ofice.
(8) It is unlawful to advertise services or to hold an

appoi ntnent as a professional guardian wthout first obtaining

a certificate of registration fromthe Statew de Public

Quardi anship Ofice. Any person who violates this subsection

is subject to suspension of registration and renoval as

guardian in all cases in which the person serves.

(9) An authorized enpl oyee of the Statew de Public

Quardi anship O fice nay nake i nspections and investigations

necessary to respond to conplaints or to deternine conpliance

with this section. The Statew de Public Guardi anship Ofice

enpl oyee may contact the abuse registry, |aw enforcenent

agencies, and the courts with regard to Statewide Public

Quardi anship Ofice inspections or investigative findings.
(10) The Statewi de Public GQuardi anship Ofice has
authority to adopt rules to carry out the provisions of this

secti on.
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.

2
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4 SENATE SUVMMARY

5 Requi res professiognal guardians to register with the
Statew de Public Guardianship O fice. Provides for

6 i nvestigation and background screening. Provides
procedures. Provides a'reqgistration fee. Prescribes .

7 Information to be included in the registration. Provides
for issuance of a certificate of registration. Provides

8 for the denial, suspension, or revoCation of a
certificate of registration. Requires that the

9 certificate of registration nunber_ be included in any .
adverti senent of Puardlansh!p services. Provides that it

10 is unlawful to hold an aBPo!ntnent as a professiona
guardi an without first obtaining a certificate of

11 registration. Provides a penalty. Authorizes enpl oyees of
the office to make inspections and investigations.

12 Provides the office with rul enaki ng aut hority.
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