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SENATE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 1108
Amrendnment No. 3

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

The Committee on Crimnal Justice recomended the foll ow ng
amendnent :

Senate Amendment
On page 3, line 4, through page 5, line 13, delete
t hose lines

and insert:
Section 3. Investigations of alleged m sconduct by

public officials often carry with themhigh interest by the

press and nedia. The Legi sl ature recogni zes that often such an

i nvestigation requires the conpilation of public records

docunents fromother public entities. Frequently, crimna

i nvestigative agenci es hol ding such records receive requests

under the public records |law for copies of all such records.

The disclosure allows confidential aspects of an ongoing

crimnal investigation to be discerned by the person naking

the public records request. As a result, the conplainant's

nane is often publicized and the conpl ai nant can easily becone

victimto recrinnation fromthe subject of the conplaint.

Perceptions of such victim zation create a strong disincentive
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to report public msconduct. Also, dealing with such requests

diverts crimnal investigators fromtheir investigation, since

they have to assist in preparing the investigative agency's

response to the public records request. The Legislature

believes that records in the possession of an originating

agency should always remain public records. Public records or

copi es of public records that have been conpiled by a crimna

i nvestigative agency as part of an ongoi ng investigation

shoul d be exenpt from public disclosure in order to pronote

nore effective investigative efforts by hel ping to ensure that

el enents of the investigation are not made public while the

i nvestigation is pending and by assuring that investigators

can continue working on the investigation instead of taking

time to respond to nunerous public records requests. As a

public policy, this state should encourage persons to report

any allegations of crininal activity by public servants and

shoul d foster an atnosphere in which those consi dering whet her

to cone forward with their concerns are assured that their

identities will remain confidential if needed. The Legislature

i ntends that potential conplainants be placed on notice that

their identities will remain confidential as a neans of

encouragi ng reports of wongdoing. The Legislature intends to

exenpt infornmation revealing the identity of a confidential

informant from public disclosure. The Legi sl ature recogni zes

that such persons already nay be consi dered confidenti al

i nformants under the existing |law, but believes specifically

that listing the persons will serve to assure potential

conpl ai nants that they are, in fact, confidential informants.
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