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SB 1108 First Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to public records; anending s.
119.07, F.S.; providing that the identity of
confidential informants or confidential sources
is exenpt fromdisclosure; providing for future
review and repeal ; providing a finding of
public necessity; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
119.07, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

119. 07 Inspection, exam nation, and duplication of
records; exenptions.--

(3)

(c) Any information revealing the identity of a
confidential informant or a confidential source is
confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of subsection (1)
and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution, and nmay be
rel eased only by an order of the court and upon a show ng of

good cause.
Section 2. Section 1 is subject to the Open Gover nnent

Sunset Revi ew Act of 1995 in accordance with section 119. 15,
Florida Statutes, and shall stand repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2005,
unl ess revi ewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by

the Legi sl ature.

Section 3. Investigations of alleged m sconduct by

public officials often carry with themhigh interest by the

press and nedia. The disclosure of investigative case file

information can all ow confidential aspects of an ongoi ng

crimnal investigation to be discerned by the person naking
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1| the public records request. As a result, the identity of a
2| confidential informant or confidential source is often
3| revealed and the confidential informant or confidential source
4] can easily becone victimto recrimnation fromthe subject of
5] the conplaint. Perceptions of such victinization create a
6| strong disincentive to report public msconduct. As a public
7| policy, this state shoul d encourage persons to report any
8| allegations of crimnal activity by public servants and shoul d
9| foster an atnosphere in which those considering whether to
10 | conme forward with their concerns are assured that their
11| identities will remain confidential if needed. The Legislature
12 | intends that potential conplainants, confidential informants,
13 | and confidential sources be placed on notice that their
14| identities will remain confidential and exenpt fromdi scl osure
15| as a neans of encouragi ng reports of wongdoing. The
16 | Legislature intends to nake confidential and exenpt
17 | information revealing the identity of confidential infornmants
18 | and confidential sources from public disclosure.
19 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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