Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 1126

By the Cormittee on Children and Fanilies; and Senator Mers

300- 1914A-00

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public records; creating s.

3 741. 3165, F.S.; continuing confidentiality or

4 exenption fromthe public records | aw of

5 i nformati on obtained by a donestic violence

6 fatality review team exenpting certain

7 proceedi ngs and neetings of donestic violence

8 fatality review teans from public neeting

9 requi renents; providing that investigations,
10 proceedi ngs, and records of a donestic viol ence
11 review team are not subject to discovery or
12 i ntroduction as evidence; providing for future
13 | egislative review and repeal ; providing a
14 finding of public necessity; providing a
15 conti ngent effective date.
16
17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
18
19 Section 1. Section 741.3165, Florida Statutes, is
20| created to read:
21 741.3165 Certain information exenpt fromdisclosure. --
22 (1) Any information or records ot herwi se confidential
23| or exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a) of Art. | of the
24 | State Constitution which is obtained by or provided to a
25| donestic violence fatality review team conducting activities
26 | as described in s. 741.316 shall remmin confidential or exenpt
27 | as otherwi se provided by law. Any portion of the reports
28 | produced by the donestic violence fatality revi ew team whi ch
29 | contains any information that is otherw se confidential or
30| exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a) of Art. | of the State
31| Constitution shall remain confidential or exenpt as otherwi se
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provided by | aw. The proceedi ngs and neetings of any donestic

violence fatality review teamregardi ng donestic viol ence

fatalities and their prevention, during which the identity of

the victimor of the children of the victimis discussed, are
exenpt froms. 286.011 and s. 24(b) of Art. | of the State
Consti tution.

(2) The exenptions in this section apply only to

records held by a donestic violence fatality review team The

exenptions contained in this section are subject to the Open

Covernnent Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance with s.
119. 15, and this section is repealed Cctober 2, 2005, unless
revi ewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by the

Legi sl ature before that date.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that it is a public

necessity that information that is confidential or exenpt from
section 119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and Section 24(a) of
Article | of the State Constitution remain confidential or

exenpt when in the custody of the donestic violence fatality

review teans, together with any portions of the reports of

such teans containing such informati on. The Legislature

further finds that it is a public necessity that proceedi ngs

and neetings of the donestic violence fatality review teans

which relate to donestic violence fatalities, or donestic

vi ol ence incidents, and where specific persons or incidents

are di scussed, be confidential and exenpt from public neeting

requi renments. Gtherw se, sensitive personal informtion

concerning victins and victins' children and fanily nenbers

woul d be di scl osed and open communi cati on and coordi nati on

anong parties involved in the donestic violence fatality

reviews would be hanpered. Accordingly, the Legislature finds

that the harmthat would result in the rel ease of such
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i nformati on substantially outweighs any nmininmal public benefit

derived therefrom

Section 3. This act shall take effect on the date
Senate Bill 1124, relating to donestic violence, or sinilar
| egi sl ati on becones | aw, and shall not take effect if such
| egi sl ati on does not becone | aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1126

- Renoves the state | evel donestic violence fatality
prevention task force.

- Modi fies the exenption fromdisclosure of certain
information to apply to infornmation obtai ned by the
donestic violence fatality review teans that i5
currently confijdential or  exenpt from public disclaosure
i nstead of applying to any records obtained or produced

by the teans.

- Modi fi es the exenption fron1oPen nmeet i ngs and o
proceedi ngs to apPIY to when the identify of the victim
or the children o he victimis_ discussed instead of
applying to neetln?s and proceedings relating to
donesti € violence fatalities.

- Renoves the stipulation that the investigations,
proceedi ngs, and records of a domestic violence fatality
review team are not sub{ept to discovery or introduction
into evidence under certain circunstances.

- Modi fies the statenment of public necessity to delineate
nore specifically the circunstances which require the
exenption from open neetings and records disclosure.
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