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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act establishing a statew de database for

3 accessing records from pawnshop transaction

4 forns and secondhand- goods acqui sition records;

5 desi gnating the Departnent of Law Enforcenent

6 as adm nistrator of the system providing

7 aut hori zed access to the database; designating

8 agenci es responsi ble for the transfer of

9 information to the database in a manner

10 approved by the Departnent of Law Enforcenent;

11 providing that the Departnent of Law

12 Enf or cement nust establish standards for

13 transnitting information into the statew de

14 systemin consultation with the Florida

15 Sheriffs' Association and the Florida Police

16 Chi efs' Association; linmting the scope of

17 certain dat abase searches; providing rul enaking
18 authority; providing for confidentiality for

19 records submitted; providing for future review
20 and repeal; providing a finding of public
21 necessity; establishing an effective date.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. (1) The Departnent of Law Enforcenent
26 | shall establish and naintain a database of pawnshop and
27 | secondhand- goods transactions subnmtted to it fromlocal |aw
28 | enforcenent agenci es.
29 (2) Local |aw enforcenent agencies that have coll ected
30 | records of pawnshop transacti ons or secondhand- goods
31| acquisitions under chapter 538, Florida Statutes, or chapter
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539, Florida Statutes, shall transfer the information

contained in the records to the departnment in a format and

manner that are established by the departnent after

consultation with the Florida Sheriffs' Associati on and the

Fl ori da Police Chiefs' Association.

(3) The database established by the departnent nay be

accessed by a | aw enforcenent agency for official

i nvestigative purposes only. The departnent nay not w thout

| egislative authority, sell or otherwi se provide to private

entities the infornation supplied to it.

(4) The departnent shall adopt rules pursuant to

chapter 120, Florida Statutes, to adm nister the provisions of

this act.
Section 2. Al records relating to secondhand goods

acqui sitions delivered to a police departnent or sheriff's

departnment pursuant to section 538.04, Florida Statutes, are

exenpt fromthe provisions of section 119.07(1) and section
24(a), Article | of the State Constitution and may be used
only for official |aw enforcenent purposes. This section does

not prohibit the disclosure by the police departnent or

sheriff's departnent receiving the records, or by the Florida

Departnent of Law Enforcenent, of the nane and address of the

secondhand deal er, the nane and address of the conveying

custoner, or a description of the property acquired by the

secondhand dealer to the all eged owner of the acquired

property. This section is subject to the Open Gover nnent

Sunset Revi ew Act of 1995 in accordance with section 119. 15
Florida Statutes, and shall stand repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2005,
unl ess revi ewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by

the Legi sl ature.
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Section 3. The Legislature finds that the exenption

fromthe public records | aw of records relating to

secondhand- goods acquisitions delivered to a police departnent

or to a sheriff's departnent serves a legitimate public

purpose. The Legislature further finds that the rel ease of

such i nformati on woul d cause an unwarranted i nvasion into the

life of the previous owner of the secondhand goods and that

there is no overriding public interest to be served in

all owi ng such information to be nade public. The Legislature

further finds that such exenption is necessary in order for

| aw enforcenent agenci es and the Departnent of Law Enf orcenent

to carry out their duties.
Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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SENATE SUMVARY

RegU|res t he Departnent of Law Enforcenent to establish
and nai ntai n, a database of pawnshop and secondhand goods
transaction information received fromlocal |aw

enf orcenent agenci es. Requires agencies that have

coll ected such information to transfer the information to
the departnent in a format established by the departnent
in consultation with the Florida SheriffsS' Association
and the Florida Police Chiefs Association. Provides for

access to such infornmation by a | aw enforcenent officer
for official investigative purposes only. Prohibits the
departnment fromselling or providing the information to
private entities wtholut |egislative authority. Provides
rul emaki ng authority to the departnent. Exenpts such
informati on_fromthe public records. Provides an
exception. Provides for future review and repeal
Provides a statement of public necessity.
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