Florida Senate - 2000 SB 1172

By the Committee on Comrerce and Econonic Qpportunities

310-912A- 00
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to infrastructure devel opnent
3 in small comunities; anmending s. 220.701
4 F.S.; revising the distribution of corporate
5 i ncone tax revenues col |l ected under ch. 220,
6 F.S.; anmending s. 288.0655, F.S.; revising
7 deadlines relating to i npl enentation of the
8 Rural Infrastructure Fund; anending s
9 403.1835, F.S.; elimnating authority for the
10 Departnent of Environnental Protection to
11 assess grant allocations on | oans nmade through
12 the sewage treatnent facilities revolving | oan
13 fund; maki ng conform ng changes; anendi ng s.
14 403.1838, F.S.; expanding the criteria
15 governing conmunities eligible for grants under
16 the Small Community Sewer Construction
17 Assi stance Act; prescribing grant eval uation
18 criteria; directing the Departnent of
19 Envi ronmental Protection and the Environnental
20 Regul ati on Conmmi ssion to nake conforming rule
21 changes; requiring devel opnent of a strategic
22 plan for rural infrastructure; providing an
23 ef fective date.
24
25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26
27 Section 1. Section 220.701, Florida Statutes, is
28 | anended to read:
29 220.701 Collection authority.--The departnent shal
30 | deposit the revenues it collects fromeeHeet the taxes
31| inposed by this chapter as foll ows:
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1 (1) Seven percent of the anpbunt coll ected each year is
2| to be deposited into the Departnent of Environnental

3| Protection Grants and Donations Trust Fund in support of the
4] Smal|l Conmunity Sewer Construction Assistance Act under s.

51 403. 1838;

6 (2) Seven percent of the anpunt collected in fisca

7 | year 2000-2001, and 1 percent of the anpbunt collected in each
8 | year thereafter, is to be deposited into the Rural Economc

9 | Devel opnent Trust Fund if that trust fund is otherw se created
10| by law, and

11 (3) The remmining bal ance coll ected each year is to be
12 | deposited into the General Revenue Fund. antd—shaH—pay—at

13 | meReys—t+ecetvet—byit—intothe—Ceneral—Revenve—+und—of—the

14 | state—

15 Section 2. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) and

16 | subsection (4) of section 288.0655, Florida Statutes, are

17 | anended to read:

18 288. 0655 Rural Infrastructure Fund.--

19 (2)
20 (d) By Septenber 1, 2000 $999, the office shall pursue
21 | execution of a nmenorandum of agreenent with the United States
22 | Departnent of Agriculture under which state funds avail abl e
23| through the Rural Infrastructure Fund may be advanced, in
24 | excess of the prescribed state share, for a project that has
25| received fromthe departnent a prelimnary deternination of
26 | eligibility for federal financial support. State funds in
27 | excess of the prescribed state share which are advanced
28 | pursuant to this paragraph and the nenorandum of agreenent
29 | shall be rei nbursed when funds are awarded under an
30 | application for federal funding.
31
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(4) By Septenber 1, 2000 #999, the office shall, in
consultation with the organi zations listed in subsection (3),
and ot her organi zations, develop guidelines and criteria
gover ni ng subm ssion of applications for funding, review and
eval uation of such applications, and approval of funding under
this section. The office shall consider factors including, but
not linmted to, the project's potential for enhanced job
creation or increased capital investnent, the denonstration of
| ocal public and private conmitnent, the |ocation of the
project in an enterprise zone, the location of the project in
a community devel opnent corporation service area as—defHned—n
$—290-035(2), the location of the project in a county

desi gnat ed under s. 212.097, the unenploynent rate of the
surroundi ng area, and the poverty rate of the community.

Section 3. Subsections (3) and (4) and paragraph (b)
of subsection (9) of section 403.1835, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

403. 1835 Sewage treatnent facilities revolving | oan
program - -

(3) The departnent is authorized to nake | oans and
grants to | ocal governnental agencies to assist themin
pl anni ng, designing, and constructi ng sewage treatnent
facilities and stormat er managenent systens. The depart ment
may adninister the resulting portfolio of |oans, including the
authority to sell or pledge the |loans, or any portion of the
| oans, with the approval of the Governor, the Treasurer, and
the Conptroller, acting as the State Board of Admi nistration
to ensure conpliance with subsection (1).

(a) The departnent is authorized to nake | oans, to
provide | oan guarantees, to purchase |oan insurance, and to
refinance | ocal debt through the issue of new | oans for
3
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proj ects approved by the departnent. Local governnent al
agencies are authorized to borrow funds nmade avail abl e
pursuant to this section and nmay pl edge any revenue avail abl e
to themto repay any funds borrowed. The departnent shal
adm ni ster loans to |ocal governnental agencies so that at
| east 15 percent of each annual allocation for loans is
reserved for small comunities.
e I I I T ot
r I I " ties r w . . ’
. nd I 1 oablet " . I
o I I I . DI I
adm-ni-stered—in—accordance—wth—s—4063-1838--
(b) te) The departnment may nmake grants to |oca
gover nnment agencies as authorized under the Federal Water
Pol lution Control Act, or as a result of other federal action
The grants nust be administered in accordance with this
section and applicable federal requirenents.
(4) The termof |oans nmade pursuant to this section

shal | not exceed 30 years. The—departrent—ray—assess—grant

" . o] F I F "
Hraneiat-y—disatdvantaged—sta-—commni-ties—The conbined rate
of interest antd—grant—aHecations on | oans shall be no greater

than the interest rate paid on the |ast bonds sold pursuant to
s. 14, Art. VIl of the State Constitution. FThe—grant
aH-oecati-ons—ofr—atoan—shaH—be—egua—to—-or—tess—thanthe
interest—rate—on—thetoan—

(9) Funds for the | oans and grants authorized under
this section nust be nmanaged as foll ows:

(b) Revenues from thetoan—grant—attocations
atthorized—under—subseetion—{(4)federal appropriations, state

mat chi ng funds for grants authorized by federal statute or
4
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ot her federal action, and service fees, and all earnings

t hereon, shall be deposited into the departnent's Gants and
Donati ons Trust Fund. Service fees and all earnings thereon

nmust be used solely for program adm nistration. Thetoan—grant

straH—comrunit+es—Federal appropriations and state nmatching
funds for grants authorized by federal statute or other

federal action, and earnings thereon, nust be used solely for
t he purposes authorized. Al deposits into the departnent's
Grants and Donati ons Trust Fund under this section, and

earni ngs thereon, nust be accounted for separately from al

ot her noneys deposited into the fund.

Section 4. Section 403.1838, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

403.1838 Snmall Community Sewer Construction Assistance
Act . - -

(1) This section may be cited as the "Small Community
Sewer Construction Assistance Act."

(2) The departnent shall use funds specifically
appropriated to award grants under this section to assi st
financially disadvantaged small conmunities with their needs
for adequate sewer facilities. For purposes of this section
the term"financially disadvantaged snmall community" neans a
nmuni ci pality or an unincorporated area with a popul ation of

15, 000 #5606 or less, according to the | atest decennial census
and a per capita annual incone |ess than the state per capita
annual incone as deternined by the United States Departnent of
Commerce. A grant awarded for an uni ncorporated area nust be

admi ni stered under the authority of a unit of |ocal

gover nnent.
5
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1 (3)(a) In accordance with rules adopted by the

2 | Environnmental Regul ati on Conmi ssi on under this section, the
3 | departnent may provide grants, from funds specifically

4 | appropriated for this purpose, to financially disadvant aged
5] small communities for up to 100 percent of the costs of

6 | pl anni ng, designing, constructing, upgrading, or replacing

7 | wastewat er collection, transnission, treatnent, disposal, and
8| reuse facilities, including necessary |egal and adm nistrative
9 | expenses.

10 (b) The rules of the Environnental Regul ation

11 | Conmi ssion nust be adopted in consultation with the Ofice of
12 | Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent and Enterprise

13| Florida, Inc., and nust:

14 1. Require that projects to plan, design, construct,
15 | upgrade, or replace wastewater collection, transmn ssion

16 | treatnment, disposal, and reuse facilities be cost-effective,
17 | environnental |y sound, pernmittable, and inplenentable.

18 2. Require appropriate user charges, connection fees,
19 | and other charges sufficient to ensure the long-term

20 | operation, maintenance, and replacenent of the facilities

21 | constructed under each grant.

22 3. Require grant applications to be submitted on

23 | appropriate fornms with appropriate supporting docunentation
24 | such as docunentation of need for the project and

25 | docunentation that the community is econonically

26 | di sadvant aged, and require records to be maintai ned.

27 4, Establish a systemto determine eligibility of

28 | grant applications.

29 5. Establish a systemand criteria to determine the
30 | relative priority of grant applications. The system and

31| criteria nust consider at a mininum
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a. Public health protection;

b. Water pollution abatenent; and

c. The potential inpact of the project on the econonic

devel opnent of the community. pubHecheatth—protection—and
water—potHut+on—abaterent—

6. Establish requirenents for conpetitive procurenent

of engi neering and construction services, materials, and
equi pnent.

7. Provide for termnation of grants when program
requirements are not net.

(c) The departnent nust perform adequate overvi ew of
each grant, including technical review, regular inspections,
di sbursenment approvals, and auditing, to successfully
i mpl erent this section.

(d) The departnent may use up to 2 percent of the
grant funds nmade avail abl e each year for the costs of program
adni ni stration.

(e) Any grant awarded before July 1, 1994, under this
section, remains subject to the applicable departnent rules in
exi stence on June 30, 1993, until all rule requirenents have
been net.

(4) The departnent shall consult with the Ofice of

Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent and Enterprise

Florida, Inc., in assessing the potential econonic devel opnent

i npact of a project proposed for funding under this section

Section 5. The Departnent of Environnental Protection

and the Environnmental Regul ati on Conmi ssion shall adopt rul es

necessary and appropriate for administering the changes nade
by this act to sections 403.1835 and 403. 1838, Florida
St at ut es.
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Section 6. The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c

Devel opnent, Enterprise Florida, Inc., and the Florida Tourism

I ndustry Marketing Corporation, in consultation with the

partici pati ng agenci es and organi zati ons of the Rural Economc

Devel opnent Initiative, shall develop a strategic plan for the

use of the Rural Infrastructure Fund under section 288. 0655,

Florida Statutes, as well as other available prograns, to

support econom ¢ devel opnent activities in rural communities

in the state. The plan shall, at a mininmum consider the

appropriate tining and priority for devel opnent of

infrastructure in support of nature-based and other rura

tourism inplenentation of marketing initiatives directed

toward the use of such tourisminfrastructure, creation of

m croenterprise and other businesses in the tourismindustry,

and devel opnent of infrastructure in support of other economc

devel opnent activities. This plan nust be subnitted to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives by Cctober 1, 2000.
Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.

Rk S S R R Rk R Rk S bk I b S R

SENATE SUMVARY

Revi ses the allocation of corporate incone tax revenues.
Changes deadlines for _administration of the Rura
Infrastructure Fund. Revises the authority of the
Departnment of Environnental Protection to adm nister the
sewage treatnent facilities revol ving | oan pEggram

Expands criteria for grants under the Snall muni ty
Sewer Construction AsSistance Act. Directs the Ofice of
Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent, Enterprise .
FLorida, Inc., and the Florida Tourismlndustry Mrketing
Corporation to deveIoE a strategic plan for use of the

u

Rural Infrastructure nd.
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