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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 1264
By Senator MKay

26- 861B- 00
A bill to be entitled

An act providing for a study on children with
devel opnent al del ays; providi ng purposes;
providing for a conm ssion and its nenbership,
of ficers, and neetings; providing for the
adm ni stration of the study and for staff and
expenses; prescribing the conponents of the
study; authorizing the enploynent of expert
consultants; providing for advisory workgroups;
requiring reports to the Legislature; providing
an appropriation; providing for expiration of
the act; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, the healthy devel opnent of Florida's infants
and children is often hanpered by their exposure to nmultiple
stresses, traumatic events such as child abuse and fanily
vi ol ence, nmental or enotional disorders, or devel opnental
del ays or disabilities that result in personal and fanmly
har dshi ps and extrene financial costs to public and private
communi ty- based systens, and

VWHEREAS, recent brain research, as well as other
clinical and social research, has confirmed that there exists
a wi ndow of opportunity for successfully intervening with
chil dren experiencing and at risk of enotional, social
cognitive, learning, and other devel oprnental del ays, and

WHEREAS, the consequences of young children entering
school and becoming adults with nental disorders or
devel opnental disabilities and del ays not only affect children
and famlies but also affect systenms that are publicly
supported, such as welfare assistance, child protection
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crimnal justice, special education, and other public social
and health-rel ated systens, and

WHEREAS, there should be a conprehensive eval uation of
the needs of Florida's children who are at high risk of
signi fi cant del ays and serious devel opnental problens that are
prevent abl e and an evaluation of the interventions avail abl e,
and

WHEREAS, Florida's systens of care and public and
private resources need to be better integrated and coordi nated
to intervene early and thus to prevent the adverse effects of
child abuse and negl ect, community violence, nental disorders,
| earni ng di sorders, and devel opnental del ays and probl ens,
NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Short title.--This act nay be cited as the

Study on Children with Devel opnental Del ays Act."

Section 2. Purpose.--The purpose of this act is to

exam ne how this state can better identify and effectively

serve those young children with or at high risk of nental

di sorders or devel opnental delays and disabilities, with the

goal of optinmally nininizing the adverse effects of those

del ays and disabilities on children in this state. As used in

this act, the term"children with devel opnental del ays" neans

those infants and young children frombirth to 5 years of age

who are experiencing or are at high risk for devel opi ng

enotional, cognitive, social, |earning, and other

devel opnental delays or long-termnental or devel opnental

disabilities or conditions. The study nust recognize that

famlies, as well as other comunity-based entities, play a
2
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1| mjor role in preventing or nininmzing certain risks to the
2| child, enhancing the child' s devel opnent, and mnimzing the
3| long-termdisabling i npact of any devel opnental del ay or

4| disability. The study should focus on devel opi ng

5] early-intervention strategi es and prograns that provide

6| individualized treatnment and other services to infants and

7 | young children and to their fanilies so that the children wll
8 | not suffer unnecessarily because their problens and deficits
9| were never identified or were nmi sl abel ed. The study nust

10 | docunent the ways in which providing appropriate early

11| interventions to young children who experience these

12 | devel opnental delays or deficits or early negative famly

13 | circunstances will afford a nore productive life for these
14 | children as well as result in cost savings to public systens
15| such as the crinmnal justice and child welfare systens. The
16 | study nust use to the greatest possible extent the work and
17 | findi ngs of other groups.

18 Section 3. Study on children with devel oprent al

19 | del ays; administration; study commi ssi on nenbershi p;

20 | conponents of study. --

21 (1) ADM NI STRATI ON OF STUDY; STAFF; EXPENSES. - - The

22 | Florida Partnership for School Readi ness shall conduct the
23 | study on children with devel opnental delays to neet the

24 | purposes prescribed in this act. The Executive Ofice of the
25| Governor, the Departnent of Children and Family Services, and
26 | the Children's Medical Services of the Departnent of Health
27 | shall provide assistance to the partnership on request.

28 (a) The partnership shall appoint a study comn ssion
29 | to carry out the activities required for the study. The

30| commission is to consist of the foll owing 15 nenbers:

31 1. The Secretary of Juvenile Justice.
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2. Arepresentative of the Departnment of Children and

Fam |y Servi ces.

3. Avrepresentative of the Departnent of Education
4. The Executive Director of the Agency for Health
Care Adninistration.

5. A representative of the Departnent of Health.

6. The Departnent of Psychiatry Chair of the

University of Florida Brain Institute.
7. The Departnent of Pediatrics Chair of the
University of Man Medical School

8. The chair of the Florida School Readi ness

Part ner shi p Board.

9. The chair of the Florida |Interagency Coordi nating

Council for Infants and Toddl ers.

10. A professional who has expertise in the needs of

children with learning disabilities.

11. A professional who has expertise in the needs of

children with enptional or nental disorders.

12. A professional who has expertise in the needs of

children with devel opnental disabilities.

13. A professional with expertise in the diagnosis and

treatnent of children with speech and | anguage di sorders.

14. A professional with expertise in the

early-intervention and prevention services rendered to

children in this state.

15. The parent of a child with a learning disability

or enotional or nental disorder

(b) Appointnents to the study conmi ssion nust be

conpleted within 2 weeks after this act takes effect, and the

study conmi ssion nust conduct its initial nmeeting within 1

nonth after this act takes effect. The partnership executive
4
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di rector shall appoint a study coordinator within 15 days

after the appointnent of the conmi ssion, within funds

appropriated. The partnership executive director nay appoint

one professional staff nenber and one clerical staff nenber

within funds appropriated, subject to the approval of the

partnership. The staff shall serve under the direction of the

partnership executive director and shall performthe duties

assi gned by the partnership. An agency head may not designate

a representative to attend study comm ssion neetings on his or

her behal f. Professional nenbers of the study conm ssion nust

be appointed in consultation with the President of the Senate

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(c) Menbers of the study commi ssion and nenbers of the

advi sory workgroups shall serve without conpensation, but are

entitled to receive rei nbursenent for per diemand travel

expenses as provided in section 112.061, Florida Statutes.
(2) COVPONENTS OF THE STUDY. --The study on children
wi th devel oprmental del ays shall contain the foll owi ng

conponent s:
(a) Exanination of the research and best practices in

t he pertinent psychiatric/nmedical, social

psychol ogi cal / behavi oral, and educati on professions in order

to identify early interventions that will prevent or nininize

the adverse effects of enpotional, social, cognitive, |earning,

or devel opnental delays or disabilities on children and their

fam |i es.
(b) Deternination of the best existing,

age- appropriate screening and eval uation tools, such as Schoo

Readi ness uni form screening, which are currently used by

community service providers and education entities to identify

5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2000 SB 1264
26-861B- 00

and link children with appropriate specialized interventions

and servi ces.

(c) ldentification of community risk factors such as

chronic community and fanmily viol ence which expose infants and

young children to a variety of devel opnental and clinica

problens and linit the effectiveness of parents.

(d) ldentification of existing services and prograns

in this state which are effective and which need to be

expanded in scope, availability, or geographic access and

identification of new services, prograns, or interventions

t hat have proven effective by neans that include a review of

t he professional expertise, available and unavailable, in this

state to provide these services.

(e) Deternmination of the configuration and

organi zati onal arrangenent of the delivery systens for

early-intervention services and prograns to assure

coordination and integration with existing systens, which

i ncl ude, but are not limted to, School Readi ness, Infants and

Toddl ers Early Intervention Program Pre-Kindergarten

Disability Program Healthy Start Program Healthy Families

Fl orida, Florida KidCare, child and adol escent nental health

services, juvenile justice prograns, devel opnental services,

foster care services, group care services, donestic violence

services, and teenage parent prograns.

(f) Deternination of the costs of providing services

and propose fundi ng options.

(g) Based upon these finding and concl usi ons,

preparation of a plan for building a conprehensive

early-intervention systemin this state for young children

with or at high risk of devel opnental del ays or problens and

reconmrendati on of public policy changes that will address the
6
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i ssue of violence prevention. The plan nust include a

description of services and prograns accessible to al

communities in this state, budget and resource needs, proposed

statutory revisions, legislative funding options, and an

i npl enent ati on schedul e.
(3) EXPERT CONSULTANTS. --The study conmmi ssion, with
the approval of the partnership, may invite national experts

in the area of brain research, child devel opnent and early

intervention, and violence intervention to participate in the

study activities and to nake pertinent reconmendations

concerning this state's prevention and early-intervention

strategies, prograns, and services. Fees nay be paid to the

consultants fromthe appropriation for the study.
(4) ADVI SORY WORKGROUPS. - - The study conmi ssi on shal
establish at | east two advi sory workgroups. One nust be a

scientific advisory workgroup conposed of scientific experts

who will exam ne the effectiveness of various

early-intervention and prevention prograns, preparing a report

for the study conmi ssion to hel p guide sel ection of prograns.

The ot her nust be a community advi sory wor kgroup conposed of

state agency program representatives; parents of children who

are at-risk of devel opnental delays or disabilities; parents

of children with disorders or disabilities; |ocal providers of

child care, early-intervention services, and other rel evant

services; a local school readiness coalition representative; a

regi onal policy council representative; and other experts in

the field or service system This community advi sory workgroup

shal | provide the study conmission with technical assistance

on the services and systens of this state.
(5) REPORT.--The partnership nust subnit its report by
January 1, 2001, to the President of the Senate, the Speaker
7
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of the House of Representatives, and the chairpersons of the

appropriate substantive conmittees of each house of the

Legi sl at ure.

(6) APPRCPRIATION.--There is appropriated for fisca
year 2000-2001 the sum of $300,000 fromthe General Revenue
Fund to the Florida Partnership on School Readiness to fund

the study. O this appropriation, $100,000 may be used to

rei mburse national consultants in child devel opnent, brain

devel opnent, violence prevention, and other related areas who

provide consultation and share their expertise with the study

conmi ssi on.
Section 4. This act expires June 30, 2001

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provides for a study on children with devel opnent al

del ays.  Provi des_ purposes. Provides for a study

commi ssion. Provides for the adm nistration of the study
and for staff and expenses. SPec!fles t he conponents of
the study. Authorizes the e oyi ng of expert

consul tants. Requires appoi nt nent of advisory workgroups.
Requires a report to the Legislature. Provides an
appropriation. Provides for expiration of the act.
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