Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 1428

By the Cormittee on Health, Aging and Long-Term Care; and
Senat or Dawson

317-2042-00
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to newborn hearing screening;
3 providing legislative intent; providing
4 definitions; providing requirenents for
5 screeni ng newborns for hearing inpairnent;
6 providing for certain insurance and nanaged
7 care coverage; providing for referral for
8 ongoi ng services; providing a contingent
9 ef fective date.
10
11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
12
13 Section 1. Newborn hearing screening.--
14 (1) LEGQ SLATIVE INTENT.--The intent of this section is
15| to provide a statew de conprehensive and coordi nat ed
16 | interdisciplinary programof early hearing inpairnment
17 | screening, identification, and followp care for newborns. The
18 | goal is to screen all newborns for hearing inpairnment in order
19| to alleviate the adverse effects of hearing | oss on speech and
20 | | anguage devel opnent, acadeni c perfornance, and cognitive
21 | developnent. It is further the intent of the Legislature that
22 | the provisions of this act be inplenented only to the extent
23| that funds are specifically included in the Genera
24 | Appropriations Act for carrying out the purposes of this
25| secti on.
26 (2) DEFINTIONS. --
27 (a) "Agency" neans the Agency for Health Care
28 | Adni ni strati on.
29 (b) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Health.
30 (c) "Hearing inpairnment” neans a hearing |l oss of 30 dB
31| HL or greater in the frequency region i nportant for speech
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recognition and conprehension in one or bhoth ears,

approxi mately 500 t hrough 4,000 hertz.

(d) "Infant" neans an age range from 30 days through

12 nont hs.

(e) "Licensed health care provider" neans a physician

|icensed pursuant to chapter 458 or chapter 459, a nurse

|icensed pursuant to chapter 464, or an audi ol ogist |icensed

pursuant to chapter 468, rendering services within the scope

of his or her |icense.

(f) "Managenent" neans the habilitation of the

heari ng-i npai red chil d.

(g) "Newborn" neans an age range frombirth through 29

days.

(h) "Screening" neans a test or battery of tests

admi ni stered to deternine the need for an in-depth hearing

di agnosti c eval uati on.

(3) REQUI REMENTS FOR SCREENI NG OF NEVBORNS; | NSURANCE
COVERAGE; REFERRAL FOR ONGO NG SERVI CES. - -

(a) Each licensed hospital or other state-licensed

birthing facility that provides maternity and newborn care

services shall provide that all newborns are, prior to

di scharge, screened for the detection of hearing loss, to

prevent the consequences of unidentified disorders.

(b) Each licensed birth center that provides nmaternity

and newborn care services shall provide that all newborns are,

prior to discharge, referred to a licensed audiol ogist, a

physician |icensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459, or a

hospital or other newborn hearing screening provider, for

screening for the detection of hearing | oss, to prevent the

consequences of unidentified disorders. The referral for

appoi ntnent shall be made within 30 days after di scharge.
2
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Witten docunentation of the referral nust be placed in the

newborn's nedi cal chart.

(c) |If the parent or |egal guardi an of the newborn

objects to the screening, the screening must not be conpl et ed.

In such case, the physician, mdw fe, or other person who is

attendi ng the newborn shall maintain a record that the

screeni ng has not been perforned and attach a witten

obj ection that nmust be signed by the parent or guardi an

(d) For hone births, the health care provider in

attendance is responsible for coordination and referral to a

| i censed audi ol ogi st, hospital, or other newborn hearing

screening provider. The referral for appointnment shall be nade

within 30 days after the birth. In cases in which the hone

birth is not attended by a primary health care provider, a

referral to a |icensed audi ol ogi st, physician |icensed

pursuant to chapter 458 or chapter 459, hospital, or other

newborn hearing screening provider nust be nmade by the health

care provider within the first 3 nonths after the child's
birth.
(e) Al newborn and infant hearing screenings shall be

conducted by a licensed audi ol ogi st, physician |icensed under

chapter 458 or chapter 459, or appropriately supervised

i ndi vi dual who has conpl et ed docunented training specifically

for newborn hearing screening. Every licensed hospital that

provides maternity or newborn care services shall obtain the

services of a licensed audiol ogi st, physician |icensed

pursuant to chapter 458 or chapter 459, or other newborn

heari ng screening provider, through enpl oynent or contract or

written nenorandum of understandi ng, for the purposes of

appropriate staff training, screening program supervision

nonitoring the scoring and interpretation of test results,
3
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rendering of appropriate reconmendations, and coordi nation of

appropriate foll owp services. Appropriate docunentation of

the screening conpletion, results, interpretation, and

reconmendati ons nmust be placed in the nedical record within 24

hours after conpletion of the screening procedure.

(f) The screening of a newborn's hearing should be

conpl eted before the newborn is discharged fromthe hospital

If the screening is not conpleted before discharge due to

scheduling or tenporary staffing linmtations, the screening

nust be conpleted within 30 days after discharge. Screenings

conpl eted after discharge or perforned because of initial

screening failure nust be conpl eted by an audiol ogi st |icensed

in the state, a physician licensed under chapter 458 or

chapter 459, or a hospital or other newborn hearing screening

provi der.
(g) Each hospital shall formally designate a | ead

physi ci an responsi bl e for programatic oversi ght for newborn

hearing screening. Each birth center shall designate a

licensed health care provider to provide such programmtic

oversight and to ensure that the appropriate referrals are

bei ng conpl et ed.

(h) \When ordered by the treating physician, screening

of a newborn's hearing nust include auditory brai nstem

responses, or evoked otoacoustic enissions, or appropriate

t echnol ogy as approved by the United States Food and Drug

Adnmi ni stration.

(i) By Cctober 1, 2000, newborn hearing screeni ng nmust

be conducted on all newborns in hospitals in this state on

birth adni ssion. Wien a newborn is delivered in a facility

other than a hospital, the parents nust be instructed on the

i nportance of having the hearing screening perforned and nust
4
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be given information to assist themin having the screening

perforned within 3 nonths after the child's birth.

(j) The initial procedure for screening the hearing of

the newborn or infant and any nedically necessary foll owp

reeval uations | eading to diagnosis shall be a covered benefit,

rei mbursabl e under Medi caid as an expense conpensat ed

suppl enental to the per diemrate for Medicaid patients

enrolled in Medi Pass or Medicaid patients covered by a fee for

service program For Medicaid patients enrolled i n HVOs,

providers shall be reinbursed directly by the Medi caid Program

Ofice at the Medicaid rate. This service may not be

consi dered a covered service for the purposes of establishing

the paynent rate for Medicaid HMOs. All health insurance

policies and heal th mai nt enance organi zati ons as provi ded
under sections 627.6416, 627.6579, and 641.31(30), Florida
Statutes, except for supplenental policies that only provide

coverage for specific diseases, hospital indemity, or

Medi care suppl enent, or to the supplenental policies, shal

conpensate providers for the covered benefit at the contracted

rate. Non-hospital -based providers shall be eligible to bil

Medi caid for the professional and technical conponent of each

procedure code.

(k) Any child who is diagnosed as havi ng a per manent

hearing i npai rnent shall be referred to the primary care

physi ci an for nedi cal managenent, treatnent, and fol |l owp

services. Furthernore, in accordance with Pub. L. No. 105-17,

the Infants and Toddl ers Program Individuals with

Di sabilities Education Act, any child frombirth to 36 nonths

of age who is diagnosed as having a hearing inpairnent that

requi res ongoi ng special hearing services nust be referred to
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1| the Children's Medical Services Early Intervention Program

2 | serving the geographical area in which the child resides.

3 (1) Any person who is not covered through i nsurance

4 | and cannot afford the costs of testing shall be given a |ist

5| of newborn hearing screening providers who provide the

6 | necessary testing free of charge.

7 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.

8

9 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

10 Senate Bill 1428

11

12 | The conmittee substitute provides that the intent of the
legislature is that the provisions of the act be inplenented

13| only to the extent that tfunds are specifically provided in the
ener al approPrlatlons act; that initial screening and .

14 ollowup I's to be reinbursed supplenental to the Mdicaid per
diem and in addition to capitation rates paid to Medicaid

15 ; that other insurers and HMOs are required to pay
providers at the contracted rate; and that non-hospita

16 roviders are allowed to bill for the professional and

17 echni cal conponent of each procedure code.
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