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By the Conmittee on Tourism and Representatives Senbl er
Sobel “and Cr ow

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to spring training franchise

3 facilities; anmending s. 212.20, F.S.; providing
4 for a nonthly distribution of a portion of

5 revenues under chapter 212, F.S., to certified
6 facilities for retained spring training

7 franchi ses for a specified period; providing an
8 aggregate limt on nonthly distributions to al
9 certified facilities for a retained spring

10 training franchise; anending s. 288.1162, F.S.
11 redefining the term"new spring training

12 franchise facility"; providing for

13 certification of facilities for a retained

14 spring training franchise by the Ofice of

15 Tourism Trade, and Economi c Devel opnent;

16 providing certification requirenents; providing
17 for conpetitive evaluation of applications for
18 fundi ng; providing evaluation criteria;

19 providing for use of funds distributed pursuant
20 tos. 212.20, F.S., to such facilities;
21 requiring the O fice of Tourism Trade, and
22 Economni c Devel oprment to certify a specified
23 nunber of sports facilities, and a specified
24 nunber of facilities for retained spring
25 training franchises, under s. 288.1162, F.S.
26 providing an effective date.
27
28 WHEREAS, Maj or League Basebal | Spring Training has been
29| a part of Florida's history since the early 1900's with teans
30 | such as the 1999 Wrl d Chanpi on New York Yankees training in
31| this state continuously since 1919, and
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WHEREAS, each year over 1.5 million fans enjoy Major
League Baseball Spring Training ganes at the 19 spring
training facilities | ocated around the state which contributes
over $300 million in econonic inpact to our state's econony,
and

WHEREAS, Maj or League Baseball Spring Training is an
integral part of Florida's history and our econony and has a
rich tradition of offering affordable entertainment to
Florida's visitors, our children, and our seniors, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (f) of subsection (6) of section
212.20, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

212.20 Funds collected, disposition; additional powers
of departnent; operational expense; refund of taxes
adj udi cat ed unconstitutionally collected.--

(6) Distribution of all proceeds under this chapter
shall be as follows:

(f) The proceeds of all other taxes and fees inposed
pursuant to this chapter shall be distributed as foll ows:

1. In any fiscal year, the greater of $500 million
m nus an anount equal to 4.6 percent of the proceeds of the
taxes col |l ected pursuant to chapter 201, or 5 percent of al
ot her taxes and fees inposed pursuant to this chapter shall be
deposited in nmonthly installnments into the General Revenue
Fund.

2. Two-tenths of one percent shall be transferred to
the Solid Waste Managenent Trust Fund.
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3. After the distribution under subparagraphs 1. and
2., 9.653 percent of the anpbunt remitted by a sales tax deal er
| ocated within a participating county pursuant to s. 218.61
shall be transferred into the Local Government Hal f-cent Sal es
Tax Cl earing Trust Fund.

4., After the distribution under subparagraphs 1., 2.
and 3., 0.054 percent shall be transferred to the Loca
Governnment Hal f-cent Sales Tax Cearing Trust Fund and
di stributed pursuant to s. 218. 65.

5. O the remaini ng proceeds:

a. The departnent shall distribute Beginning—Jduby—31-
1992-$166, 667 shatt—be—di-st+ributed nonthly pursuant to s.

288. 1162 by—the—departtrent to each applicant that has been

certified as a "facility for a new professional sports

franchise" or a "facility for a retained professional sports
franchi se" pursuant to s. 288.1162. Up to and $41, 667 shall be
di stributed nonthly by the departnment to each applicant that
has been certified as a "facility for a retai ned new spring
training franchi se faeHty" pursuant to s. 288.1162; however,
not nore than $208, 335 may be distributed nonthly in the

aggregate to all certified facilities for a retained spring

training franchise. Distributions shall begin 60 days

followi ng such certification and shall continue for not nore
than 30 years. Nothing contained in this paragraph heretn

shal |l be construed to allow an applicant certified pursuant to
S. 288.1162 to receive nore in distributions than actually
expended by the applicant for the public purposes provided for
ins. 288.1162(6){#-. However, a certified applicant is
entitled to shatH receive distributions up to the nmaxi num
amount al | owabl e and undi stri buted under this section for
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addi tional renovations and i nprovenents to the facility for
the franchise without additional certification

b. Beginning 30 days after notice by the Ofice of
Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent to the Departnment of
Revenue that an applicant has been certified as the
prof essional golf hall of fame pursuant to s. 288.1168 and is
open to the public, $166,667 shall be distributed nonthly, for
up to 300 nonths, to the applicant.

c. Beginning 30 days after notice by the Departnent of
Commerce to the Departnent of Revenue that the applicant has
been certified as the International Ganme Fi sh Association
Wrld Center facility pursuant to s. 288.1169, and the
facility is open to the public, $83,333 shall be distributed
monthly, for up to 180 nonths, to the applicant. This
distribution is subject to reduction pursuant to s. 288.1169.

6. Al other proceeds shall remain with the Genera
Revenue Fund.

Section 2. Section 288.1162, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

288. 1162 Professional sports franchises; spring
training franchises; duties.--

(1) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic
Devel opnent shall serve as the state agency for screening
applicants for state funding pursuant to s. 212.20 and for
certifying an applicant as a "facility for a new professiona
sports franchise," a "facility for a retained professiona
sports franchise," or a "facility for a retai ned aew spring

training franchi se faeiHty. "
(2) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent shall develop rules for the receipt and processing
of applications for funding pursuant to s. 212.20.
4
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(3) As used in this section, the term

(a) "New professional sports franchise" neans a
prof essi onal sports franchise that is not based in this state
prior to April 1, 1987.

(b) "Retained professional sports franchi se" neans a
prof essi onal sports franchi se that has had a | eague-aut hori zed
|ocation in this state on or before Decenber 31, 1976, and has
conti nuously remained at that |ocation, and has never been
|ocated at a facility that has been previously certified under
any provision of this section.

(4) Prior to certifying an applicant as a "facility
for a new professional sports franchise" or a "facility for a
retai ned professional sports franchise," the Ofice of
Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent nust deternine that:

(a) A "unit of local government" as defined in s.
218.369 is responsible for the construction, nanagenent, or
operation of the professional sports franchise facility or
holds title to the property on which the professional sports
franchise facility is | ocated.

(b) The applicant has a verified copy of a signed
agreenent with a new professional sports franchise for the use
of the facility for a termof at |east 10 years, or in the
case of a retained professional sports franchise, an agreenent
for use of the facility for a termof at |east 20 years.

(c) The applicant has a verified copy of the approval
fromthe governing authority of the | eague in which the new
prof essi onal sports franchi se exists authorizing the |ocation
of the professional sports franchise in this state after Apri
1, 1987, or in the case of a retained professional sports
franchi se, verified evidence that it has had a
| eague-authorized location in this state on or before Decenber
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1| 31, 1976. The term "l eague" neans the National League or the
2 | Anerican League of Major League Baseball, the Nationa

3 | Basketbal |l Association, the National Football League, or the
4 | National Hockey League.

5 (d) The applicant has projections, verified by the

6| Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent, which

7 | denponstrate that the new or retained professional sports

8| franchise will attract a paid attendance of nore than 300, 000
9 | annual | vy.

10 (e) The applicant has an independent anal ysis or

11 | study, verified by the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic
12 | Devel opnent, which denpnstrates that the anmpunt of the

13 | revenues generated by the taxes inposed under chapter 212 with
14 | respect to the use and operation of the professional sports
15| franchise facility will equal or exceed $2 million annually.
16 (f) The municipality in which the facility for a new
17 | or retained professional sports franchise is |located, or the
18 | county if the facility for a new or retained professiona

19 | sports franchise is located in an unincorporated area, has

20| certified by resolution after a public hearing that the

21 | application serves a public purpose.

22 (g) The applicant has denpnstrated that it has

23 | provided, is capable of providing, or has financial or other
24 | coommitnents to provide nore than one-half of the costs

25| incurred or related to the inprovenent and devel opnent of the
26 | facility.

27 (h) No applicant previously certified under any

28 | provision of this section who has received fundi ng under such
29 | certification shall be eligible for an additiona

30 | certification.

31
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1 (5)(a) As used in this section, the term"retai ned new
2| spring training franchi se" neans a spring training franchise
3| that has been +s—net based in this state prior to January 1,
41 2000 Juty—1—1996.

5 (b)t6) Prior to certifying an applicant as a "facility
6| for a retained rew spring training franchi se faetH+ty," the

7| Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom ¢ Devel opnent nust

8 | determnine that:

9 1.tay A "unit of local governnent" as defined in s.

10| 218.369 is responsible for the acquisition, construction

11 | managenent, or operation of the facility for a retai ned new
12 | spring training franchi se faetH+ty or holds title to the

13 | property on which the facility for a retai ned rew spring

14 | training franchi se faetrtity is | ocated

15 2. {b)y The applicant has a verified copy of a signed

16 | agreenent with a retained new spring training franchise for
17 | the use of the facility for a termof at |east 15 years.

18 3.{t€) The applicant has a financial commtnent to

19 | provide 50 percent or nore of the funds required by an

20 | agreenent for the acquisition, construction, or renovation tse
21| of the facility for a retai ned by—the—+new spring training

22 | franchise. The agreenent can be contingent upon the awarding
23 | of funds under this section and other conditions precedent to
24 | use by the spring training franchi se.

25 te—TFhe—proposed—tactHty—for—thenewspringtra-nng
26 | franchise—istocated—wthin20—mtes—of—aninterstate—or—other
27 | Hmted—access—highway—system-

28 4. ey The applicant has projections, verified by the
29 | Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent, which

30 | denpnstrate that the facility for a retai ned aew spring

31
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1| training franchise faeciHty will attract a paid attendance of
2| at least 50,000 annual ly.

3 5.(H) The facility for a retained frew spring training
4| franchise faett+ty is located in a county that is levying a
5] tourist devel opnent tax pursuant to s. 125.0104(3{b)y+—F(c)+
6 ; ; ; ; ;
7 | 8+5percent—of—theproceeds—fromsuch—tax—are—dedicatedtor
8 | the—eoenstruction—of—a—springtrainng—conptex.

9 (c) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

10 | Devel opnent shall conpetitively evaluate applications for

11| funding of a facility for a retained spring training

12 | franchise. Applications nust be subnmitted by October 1, 2000,
13| with certifications to be made by January 1, 2001. |If the
14 | nunber of applicants exceeds five and the aggregate funding
15 | request of all applications exceeds $208, 335 per nonth, the
16 | office shall rank the applications according to a selection
17 | criteria, certifying the highest ranked proposals. The

18 | evaluation criteria shall include, with priority given in

19 | descending order to the followi ng itens:
20 1. The intended use of the funds by the applicant,
21 | with priority given to the construction of a new facility.
22 2. The length of tine that the existing franchise has
23| been located in the state, with priority given to retaining
24 | franchi ses that have been in the sane |ocation the | ongest.
25 3. For those teans |leasing a spring training facility
26 | froma unit of local governnent, the renmmining tine on the
27 | lease for facilities used by the spring training franchi se,
28 | with priority given to the shortest tinme period renmi ni ng on
29 | the | ease.
30
31
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4. The duration of the future-use agreenent with the

retained spring training franchise, with priority given to the

future-use agreenent having the | ongest duration

5. The anmobunt of the local match, with priority given

to the | argest percentage of |ocal match proposed.

6. The net increase of total active recreation space

owned by the applying unit of |ocal government follow ng the

acquisition of land for the spring training facility, with

priority given to the |largest percentage increase of tota

active recreation space.

7. The location of the facility in a brownfield, an

enterprise zone, a community redevel opment area, or other area

of targeted devel opnent or revitalization included in an U ban

Infill Redevel opment Plan, with priority given to facilities

| ocated in these areas.

8. The projections on paid attendance attracted by the

facility and the proposed effect on the econony of the | oca

community, with priority given to the highest projected paid

at t endance.
(d) Funds may not be expended to subsidize privately

owned and nmmintained facilities for use by the spring training

franchise or to relocate an existing spring training franchise

to another unit of |ocal government within the state.

(6) A An applicant certified as a facility for a new
prof essi onal sports franchise or a facility for a retained
prof essi onal sports franchise or as a facility for a retai ned

Aaew spring training franchi se faeirtty may use funds provi ded
pursuant to s. 212.20 only for the public purpose of paying
for the acquisition,construction, reconstruction, or

renovation of a facility for a new professional sports
franchise, a facility for a retained professional sports
9
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1| franchise, or a facility for a retai ned faew spring training

2 | franchi se faeitH+ty or to pay or pledge for the paynent of debt
3| service on, or to fund debt service reserve funds, arbitrage

4 | rebate obligations, or other anmobunts payable with respect to,
5| bonds issued for the acquisition, construction

6 | reconstruction, or renovation of such facility or for the

7 | rei mbursenent of such costs or the refinancing of bonds issued
8 | for such purposes.

9 (7) 8y The O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

10 | Devel opnent shall notify the Departnent of Revenue of any

11| facility certified as a facility for a new professional sports
12 | franchise or a facility for a retained professional sports

13| franchise or as a facility for a retai ned rew spring training
14 | franchi se faet+ty. The O fice of Tourism Trade, and

15 | Economi ¢ Devel opnment shall say certify no nore than eight

16 | facilities as facilities for a new professional sports

17 | franchise or;as facilities for a retained professional sports
18 | franchise and shall certify at |least five—or as facilities

19 | for retained rew spring training franchi ses franchise
20 | faeititi+es, including in such total any facilities certified
21| by the Departnment of Commerce before July 1, 1996. The office
22 | may nmake no nore than one certification for any facility. The
23| office may not certify funding for | ess than the requested
24 | anount to any applicant certified as a facility for a retained
25 | spring training franchi se.
26 (8) 9y The Departnent of Revenue may audit as provided
271 in s. 213.34 to verify that the distributions pursuant to this
28 | section have been expended as required in this section. Such
29 | information is subject to the confidentiality requirenents of
30| chapter 213. |If the Departnent of Revenue determ nes that the
31| distributions pursuant to this section have not been expended
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1| as required by this section, it may pursue recovery of such

2| funds pursuant to the laws and rul es governi ng the assessnent
3| of taxes.

4 (9) 36> An applicant is shatt not be qualified for

5| certification under this section if the franchise forned the
6 | basis for a previous certification, unless the previous

7| certification was withdrawn by the facility or invalidated by
8| the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent or the
9 | Departnent of Commerce before any funds were distributed

10 | pursuant to s. 212.20. This subsection does not disqualify an
11 | applicant if the previous certification occurred between My
12| 23, 1993, and May 25, 1993; however, any funds to be

13 | distributed pursuant to s. 212.20 for the second certification
14 | shall be offset by the amount distributed to the previous

15| certified facility. Distribution of funds for the second

16 | certification shall not be nade until all anounts payable for
17 [ the first certification have been distributed.

18 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
19 | I aw

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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