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1

2 An act relating to the Central County Water

3 Control District in Hendry County, Florida;

4 codi fying and reenacting the district's

5 charter, chapter 70-702, Laws of Florida, as

6 anended; providing for creation of the

7 district; providing district boundari es;

8 providing for validation; providing for

9 application of other |laws; providing powers of

10 the district; providing for district taxes;

11 providing for |evy, apportionnent, and

12 coll ection of taxes; providing penalties for

13 unpai d deli nquent taxes; providing for

14 enforcenent of taxes; specifying a quorum for

15 certain neetings; prohibiting proxy voting;

16 providing for nenbership of a board of

17 supervi sors; providing for effect of conflict

18 with other acts; providing a savings cl ause;

19 providing for repeal of prior special acts
20 relating to the Central County Water Control
21 District; providing an effective date.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida
26 | Statutes, this act constitutes the codification of all special
27 | acts relating to the Central County Water Control District
28 | situated in Hendry County. It is the intent of the
29| Legislature in enacting this lawto provide a single,
30 | conpr ehensi ve special act charter for the district, including
31| all current legislative authority granted to the district by
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its several legislative enactnents and any additiona

authority granted by this act. It is further the intent of

this act to preserve all district authority and powers.
Section 2. Chapters 70-702, 79-470, 90-413, 94-481

and 96-531, Laws of Florida, relating to the Central County

Water Control District situated in Hendry County, are

codi fied, reenacted, anended, and repeal ed as herein provided.
Section 3. The Central County Water Control District

is re-created as an independent special water control district

and the charter for such district is re-created and reenacted
to read:
Section 1. District created; boundaries; validation.--

(a) For the purpose of reclanation, drainage,

irrigation, water control, and devel opnent of | ands

herei nafter described and to protect said | ands fromthe

effects of water by neans of the construction and nmi nt enance

of canals, ditches, |evees, dikes, punping plants, and other

drainage, irrigation, and water control works and

i nprovenents, and to nake the lands within said district

avail abl e and habitable for settlenent and agriculture, and

for the public convenience, welfare, utility and benefit, and

for the other purposes stated in this act a drainage district

is hereby created and established in Hendry County to be known
as the Central County Water Control District, the territorial
boundari es of which shall be as foll ows:

Sections 13, 14, 15, the West 1/2 of Section
18, Sections 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 and 27, the
North 1/2 of Section 34 except the SE 1/4 of
the NE 1/4 of said Section 34 and all of
Sections 35 and 36 in Townshi p 44 South, Range
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32 East; and all of Sections 19, 29, 30, 31

32, Township 44 South, Range 33 East in Hendry
County, Florida.

(b) It is hereby deternm ned, declared, and enacted

that said lands in their present condition are wet and subject

to overflow, and at tines subject to drought, and that the

drainage, irrigation, water control, reclamation, and

protection of said lands fromthe effects of water, and

t hereby the nmaking of said | ands available for agricultural

and settl enent purposes by drainage, irrigation, water

control, reclamation, and i nprovenent, and the creation of

said district with the powers vested in it by this act, are in

the interest of and conducive to public welfare, health, and

conveni ence.

(c) The proceedings had in the circuit court of Hendry

County in the cause styled "In re: Central County Drainage

District," being Case No. 68-14, wherein a judgnment was

entered on February 6, 1968, creating Central County Drainage

District under the provisions of chapter 298, Florida

Statutes, known as the general drainage |law, and a judgnment

extendi ng the boundaries of said district which was entered on

April 10, 1970, are hereby validated, ratified, approved, and

confirmed.

Section 2. Provisions of other |aws nade
applicable.--The Central County Water Control District hereby
created shall be a public corporation of this state. The

provi sions of the general drainage |aws of Florida applicable

to drainage districts or sub-drainage districts which are

enbodi ed in chapter 298, Florida Statutes, and all of the | aws

anendat ory thereof, now existing or hereafter enacted, so far

as not inconsistent with this act, are hereby declared to be
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applicable to the Central County Water Control District. The
Central County Water Control District shall have all of the
powers and authorities nentioned in or conferred by chapter

298, Florida Statutes, and acts anendatory thereof, except as

herei n ot herwi se provided.

Section 3. Powers of the district.--The district shal

have the power to sue and be sued by its nane in any court of

law or in equity; to nake contracts; to adopt and use a

corporate seal and to alter the sane at pleasure; to acquire

by purchase, gift, or condemmation real and personal property,

either or both, as may be necessary or convenient to carry out

t he purposes of this act, and chapter 298, Florida Statutes;

to construct, operate, and maintain canals, ditches, drains,

| evees, and other works for drai nage purposes; to acquire,

pur chase, operate, and nmmintain punps, plants, and punpi ng

systens for drai nage purposes; to construct, operate, and

mai ntain irrigation works, nmachinery, and plants; to

construct, inprove, pave, and nmaintain roadways and roads

necessary and convenient for the exercise of the powers or

duties or any of the powers or duties of said district or the

supervi sors thereof; and in furtherance of the purposes and

intent of this act and chapter 298, Florida Statutes, to

construct, inprove, pave, and maintain streets, roadways, and

roads necessary and convenient to provide access to and

ef ficient devel opnent of areas nmmde suitable and avail able for

cultivation, settlenent, urban and suburban, and ot her

beneficial use and devel opnent as a result of the drai nage,

irrigation, and reclamation operations of the district; to

construct, acquire by donation, or purchase recreationa

facilities and areas, including related facilities, and to

construct, operate, and maintain such recreation and rel ated
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facilities for the benefit of district residents. The powers

and duties of said district shall be exercised by and through

the board of supervisors thereof, which board shall have the

authority to enploy engineers, attorneys, agents, enployees,

and representatives as the board of supervisors may fromtine

totine determine, and to fix their conpensation and duties.

Provi ded, however, that in addition thereto, the district

shall have all of the powers provided for in chapter 298,

Fl ori da St at ut es.

Section 4. Taxes; |levy; apportionnent; collection.--

(1) Installnent taxes.

(a) Taxes shall be |evied and apporti oned as provi ded

for in the general drainage |aws of Florida (chapter 298,

Florida Statutes, and anendnents thereto), except that the

provi sions of section 298.41, Florida Statutes, and anendnents

thereto, shall not be applicable to the district. In lieu

thereof the followi ng provision shall apply to the district.

(b) The board of supervisors shall determ ne, order

and | evy the anpunt of the annual installnents of the total

t axes | evi ed under section 298.36, Florida Statutes, which

said annual installnment and | evy shall be evidenced to and

certified by the board not later than July 1 of each year to

the tax assessor of Hendry County. Said tax shall be extended

by the county tax assessor on the county tax roll and shall be

collected by the tax collector in the same nanner and tine as

county taxes, and the proceeds thereof paid to the district.

(2) Maintenance tax.

(a) The provisions of section 298.54, Florida

Statutes, and amendnents thereto, shall not be applicable to

the district. In lieu thereof, the foll owi ng provision shal

apply to the district.
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(b) To nmintain and preserve the inprovenents made

pursuant to this act and to repair and restore the sanme, when

needed, and for the purpose of defraying the current expenses

of the district, the board of supervisors may, upon the

conpl etion of said i nprovenents, in whole or in part as nmay be

certified to the board by the chief engineer, levy annually a

tax upon each tract or parcel of land within the district, to

be known as a "nmai ntenance tax." Said mai ntenance tax shall be

apportioned upon the basis of the net assessnments of benefits

assessed as accruing for original construction, and shall be

evidenced to and certified by the board not later than July 1

of each year to the tax assessor of Hendry County, and shal

be extended by the county tax assessor on the county tax rol

and shall be collected by the tax collector in the sane nmanner

and tinme as county taxes and the proceeds therefrompaid to

said district.

(3) Taxes and costs a lien on | and agai nst which taxes

assessed. All taxes provided for in this act together with

all penalties for default in paynent of the sane and all costs

in collecting the sane shall, fromthe date of assessnent

thereof until paid, constitute a lien of equal dignity with

the liens for county taxes, and other taxes of equal dignity

with county taxes, upon all the | ands agai nst which such taxes

shall be levied as is provided in this act.

(4) Conpensation of tax assessor, tax collector, and

clerk of the circuit court. The tax assessor, tax coll ector

and clerk of the circuit court of Hendry County shall be

entitled to conpensation for services performed in connection

with taxes of said district the sane as now provi ded by | aw

for special drainage districts.
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(5) Levies of taxes on land less than one (1) acre. In

| evyi ng and assessing all taxes, each tract or parcel of |and

| ess than one (1) acre in area shall be assessed as a ful

acre, and each tract or parcel of land nore than one (1) acre

in area which contains a fraction of an acre shall be assessed

at the nearest whol e nunber of acres. A fraction of one-half

(1/2) or nore to be assessed as a full acre.

Section 5. Wen unpaid taxes delinquent; penalty.--All

taxes provided for in this act shall be and becone del i nquent

and bear penalties on the anount of said taxes in the sane

manner as county taxes.

Section 6. Enf orcenent of taxes.--The collection and

enforcenent of all taxes levied by said district shall be at

the sane tine and in |like nanner as county taxes, and the

provisions of the Florida Statutes relating to the sale of

| ands for unpaid and delinquent county taxes, the issuance,

sale, and delivery of tax certificates for such unpaid and

del i nquent county taxes, the redenption thereof, the issuance

to individuals of tax deeds based thereon, and all other

procedures in connection therewith, shall be applicable to

said district and the delinguent and unpaid taxes of said

district to the sane extent as if said statutory provisions

were expressly set forth in this act. Al taxes shall be

subj ect to the sanme discounts as county taxes.

Section 7. Quorum for |andowners' neetings.--At any

| andowners' neeting, the owners of land in the district

present in person or otherw se properly voting shal

constitute a quorum

Section 8. Proxy voting elimnated.--Proxy voting is

prohibited in elections of the district board of supervisors.
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1 Section 9. Board of supervisors nenbership.--The
2 | nunber of nmenbers of the district board of supervisors shal
3| be five. At each annual neeting of the district, two
4| supervisors will be elected for 3-year terns, except that in
5] elections held at the annual neetings in 2000 and every third
6 | year thereafter one supervisor will be elected for a 3-year
7] term
8 Section 10. Effect of conflict with other acts.--1In
9] the event of a conflict between the provisions of this act and
10| the provisions of any other act, the provisions of this act
11 | shall control to the extent of such conflict.
12 Section 4. Al clains, liens, actions, rights of
13 | actions, and other interests existing and valid on the
14 | effective date of this act under the provisions of chapters
15| 70-702, as anended, 79-470, 90-413, 94-481, and 96-531, Laws
16 | of Florida, shall survive the reenactnent and repeal of the
17 | several chapters hereby and shall remain in full force and
18 | effect and be conti nued unabated by the recodification of the
19 | several acts herein.
20 Section 5. Chapters 70-702, 79-470, 90-413, 94-481
21| and 96-531, Laws of Florida, are repeal ed.
22 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
23| l aw.
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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