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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 1444
By Senator Klein

28- 763A- 00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to teacher certification
creating the Alternative Certification Program
requiring an applicant to possess certain
educational credentials and aptitudes;
requiring participating schools to coordi nate
activities required by the program providing
for denonstration of acconplished practices for
educators; creating the Transition to Teaching
pil ot program encouraging participation by
post secondary education institutions and
organi zations that represent enployees or
enpl oy eligible applicants; providing for grant
proposal s and applications; authorizing the
Departnent of Education to define terns;
aut hori zi ng certain exceptions; requiring an
eval uation; authorizing the State Board of
Education to adopt rules; anending s. 231. 15,
F.S.; deleting authority for school districts
to design alternative certification prograns;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Alternative Certification Program--The

Legi sl ature recogni zes the advantage of statew de consi stency

in the certification process and finds that school districts

benefit frominnovati ons desi gned by other school districts

and adopted by the state. Therefore, the Alternative

Certification Programis created and is nodel ed upon a program

simlar in design and i npl enented by the Departnent of
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Education and Hill sborough County District School Board. The

pur pose of the programis to allow school districts to enpl oy

i nstructional personnel who possess a baccal aureate degree and

an aptitude for teaching but who have not conpleted all the

requi renments for a professional teaching certificate. The

programis not intended to place novice teachers into

difficult teaching situations, but to create a route to

professional certification that is rich in classroom

experience, neets individual needs, and exploits the uni que

acconpl i shnents of experienced adults.

(1) The purpose of the Alternative Certification

Programis to enable school districts to enpl oy

col | ege- educat ed people who do not hold a professiona

teaching certificate but whose experience and aptitude are

recogni zed by an acconpli shed team of educators. An applicant

for the program nust:

(a) Be an instructional enployee of the schoo

di strict whose teaching assi gnnent does not vary fromday to

day.
(b) Possess a baccal aureate degree and neet the

subj ect-area requirenents in a subject area for which a

professional certificate nmay be issued.

(c) Be enployed by a principal who agrees to

coordinate the Alternative Certification Programat his or her

school .
(d) Meet any additional requirenments to be eligible

for a 2-year tenporary certificate.

(2) The programconsists of at |east 180 days of

t eachi ng under the supervision of a clinical educator and

trai ned support teamconsisting of the principal, a nentor
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teacher, and a representative of a state-approved

educat or - preparati on program

(a) The Departnent of Education shall provide

techni cal assi stance and oversight for the training of the

support teans. During the Alternative Certification Program

the applicant shall denpnstrate conpetency in each of the

acconpl i shed practices established by the Educati on Standards

Conmi ssion and adopted by the State Board of Education. The

Departnent of Education shall identify the acconplished

practices that nmay be denopnstrated in the cl assroom and those

that nust be achi eved t hrough professional devel opnent or

cl assroominstruction.

(b) The school district shall establish a process to

assess the applicant's denonstration of the acconpli shed

practices that are evident by observation of classroom

nmanagenent, by testing, or by eval uation of work products.

(c) Each school district may eval uate the

gual ifications of an applicant and prescribe additiona

cl assroominstruction based on the applicant's education and

experi ence.
(3) The Transition to Teaching pilot programis

created to provide financial assistance to participants in the

Alternative Certification Programand to encourage

pr of essi onal associ ati ons, busi ness and trade groups, unions,

and other organi zations to assist their enpl oyees who want to

be teachers.

(a) A community college, state university, or

i ndependent college or university that contains a

st at e- approved educator-preparation programis eligible for a

grant to inplenent the pilot programby working with firns

that enpl oy professionals or that represent enpl oyees. The
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Conmi ssi oner of Education shall design the process for

receiving and eval uati ng grant proposals in accordance with

state and federal appropriations guidelines. Gants nmay be

awarded only to the extent that funding is provided.

(b) To be eligible for the pilot program an applicant

nust be eligible for the Alternative Certification Program or

be capabl e of earning a teaching certificate upon conpleting a

maxi nrum of 15 coll ege credit hours.

(c) An applicant to the Transition to Teachi ng pil ot

program shall apply to the Conmm ssioner of Education as the

conm ssioner requires. Participating postsecondary education

institutions and firns representing enpl oyees shall inform and

assi st applicants in the process.

(d) An applicant who wishes to teach el enentary

educati on or anot her subject for which he or she does not neet

the subject area requirenents is not required to be enpl oyed

by a school district to participate in the pilot program

However, the applicant nust obtain a comitnent for enpl oynent

froma school district, contingent upon the applicant's

neeting the requirenents within a designated period of tine.

(e) Each eligible participant in the pilot program

nust agree to serve in an eligible school district for at

| east 3 years and to becone fully certified within 2 years

after enploynent. The conmi ssi oner shall deternine which

school districts are eligible and shall establish the

condi ti ons under which a participant nust repay all or a

portion of the training stipend if the participant fails to

conplete his or her service obligation

(f) Each district school board that enpl oys a

pil ot-program partici pant shall eval uate the programs

ef fectiveness using guidelines provided by the conmi ssi oner
4
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The commi ssi oner shall coordinate the information provided in

each eval uation and provide the sane information to the

Presi dent of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and the Governor.

(3) The State Board of Education nay adopt rul es under
sections 120.536(1) and 120.54, Florida Statutes, to inpl enent
this section.

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 231.15, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

231.15 Positions for which certificates required.--

(1) The State Board of Education shall classify schoo
services, designate the certification subject areas, establish
conpet enci es, including the use of technology to enhance
student learning, and certification requirenents for al
school - based personnel, and prescribe rules in accordance with
whi ch the professional, tenporary, and part-tine certificates
shal | be issued by the Departnent of Education to applicants
who neet the standards prescribed by such rules for their
class of service. The rules nust allow the holder of a valid
professional certificate to add an area of certification
Wi t hout conpleting the associated course requirenents if the
certificateholder attains a passing score on an exani nation of
conpetency in the subject area to be added, and provides
evi dence of at least 2 years of satisfactory perfornmance

eval uations that considered the performance of students taught
by the certificatehol der. Fhe—+ules—rmust—atHowindi-viduats—who
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of—ethies—and—continuous—professional—inprovernent—The State

Board of Education shall consult with the State Board of

I ndependent Col | eges and Universities, the State Board of
Nonpubl i ¢ Career Education, the Board of Regents, and the
State Board of Comunity Coll eges before adopting any changes
to training requirenents relating to entry into the
profession. This consultation nust allow the educational board
to provide advice regarding the inpact of the proposed changes
interns of the length of tinme necessary to conplete the
training programand the fiscal inpact of the changes. The
educati onal board nust be consulted only when an institution
offering the training programfalls under its jurisdiction
Each person enpl oyed or occupying a position as school
supervi sor, principal, teacher, library nedia specialist,
school counselor, athletic coach, or other position in which
the enpl oyee serves in an instructional capacity, in any
public school of any district of this state shall hold the
certificate required by law and by rules of the state board in
fulfilling the requirenents of the law for the type of service
rendered. However, the state board shall adopt rules
aut hori zi ng school boards to enploy sel ected noncertificated
personnel to provide instructional services in the
i ndividuals' fields of specialty or to assist instructiona
staff nmenbers as educati on par aprof essi onal s.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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2 SENATE SUMVARY

3 Rel ates to teacher certification. Creates the Alternative
Certification Program Requires an applicant to _possess

4 certain educational credentials and aptitudes. Requires
Bart|C|pat|ng schools to coordinate activities required

5 y the program Provides for the denpnstration of
acconpl | shed practices for educators. Creates the

6 Transition to Teaching pilot program  Encourages .
partici pation bK Postsecondary education institutions, and

7 organi zations that represent enployees or enploy eligible
applicants. Provides tor grant proposals and )

8 apPllcatlons. Aut hori zes the Departnent of Education to
define terns. Authorizes certain exceptions. Requires an

9 eval uation. Authorizes the State Board of Education to
adopt rules. Deletes froms. , F.S., authority for

10 school districts to design alternative certification
prograns.
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