Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1459

By Representatives Stansel, Bronson, Tullis, Gay, Pruitt
and Senbl er

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the sale of l|iquefied

3 petrol eum gas; anending s. 527.01, F. S

4 revising definitions; defining "category IV
5 i quefied petrol eum gas di spenser and

6 recreational vehicle servicer" and

7 "whol esal er"; anending s. 527.02, F.S.

8 i ncluding category IV liquefied petrol eum gas
9 di spensers and recreational vehicle services
10 within |icensure and examni nation provisions of

11 ch. 527, F.S.; providing a penalty for

12 operating without a |license; setting

13 application and renewal fees for a category II
14 i quefied petrol eum gas cylinder exchange unit
15 operator and a category IV liquefied petrol eum
16 gas di spenser and recreational vehicle

17 servicer; providing for prorating of |icense
18 fees under specified circunstances; providing
19 for transfer of |licenses under specified

20 conditions; providing for license transfer fee;
21 providing period of validity for qualifier

22 cards issued to category | liquefied petrol eum
23 gas dealers and |iquefied petrol eum gas

24 installers; providing for renewal of

25 qualification; requiring category | liquefied
26 petrol eum gas deal ers and |iquefied petrol eum
27 gas installers to identify to the Departnment of
28 Agriculture and Consuner Services a designated
29 master qualifier; establishing exam nation and
30 certification requirenents for naster

31 gqualifiers; requiring dealers to report to the
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1 departnment any vacancy in a qualifier or nmaster
2 qgqual i fier position; providing for suspension of
3 a dealer's license under specified

4 ci rcunstances; providing grounds for revocation
5 of license or eligibility; providing for

6 transfer of conpetency qualifications; anending
7 s. 527.04, F.S.; increasing mninmm

8 requi rements for insurance coverage; anendi ng

9 s. 527.06, F.S.; increasing civil penalties for
10 vi ol ation of departnent rules; anending s.

11 527.11, F.S.; increasing mninmm storage

12 requirements for bulk storage filling plants;
13 requiring that such plants be located in

14 specified proximty to a |licensee's business

15 | ocation; revising exenptions to such

16 requirements; elimnating an exenption

17 renoving a definition; amending s. 527. 22,

18 F.S.; revising provisions with respect to the
19 Fl ori da Propane Gas Education, Safety, and
20 Research Council; revising provisions with
21 respect to audits of account records of the
22 council and review and inspection of counci
23 records; providing an effective date.
24
25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26
27 Section 1. Section 527.01, Florida Statutes, is
28 | anended to read:
29 527.01 Definitions.--As used in this chapter
30 (1) "Liquefied petrol eum gas" neans any material which
31| is conposed predom nantly of any of the follow ng
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hydr ocar bons, or mixtures of the sane: propane, propylene,
but anes (nornmal butane or isobutane), and butyl enes.

(2) "Person" neans any individual, firm partnership,
corporation, conmpany, association, organization, or
cooperative

(3) "Utinmte consuner" neans the person | ast
purchasing liquefied petroleumgas in its liquid or vapor
state for industrial, comercial, or donmestic use.

(4) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Agriculture
and Consumer Servi ces.

(5) "Qualifier" nmeans any person who has passed a
conpet ency exani nation admini stered by the departnent and is
enpl oyed by a |licensed business in one or nore of the
followi ng cl assifications:

(a) Category | liquefied petrol eum gas deal er

(b) Category Il liquefied petroleum gas dispenser

(c) LP gas installer.

(d) Specialty installer.

(e) Requalifier of cylinders.

(f) Fabricator, repairer, and tester of vehicles and
cargo tanks.

(g) Category IV liquefied petroleum gas dispensing

unit operator and recreational vehicle servicer

(6) "Category | liquefied petroleumgas deal er" neans
any person selling or offering to sell by delivery or at a

stationary location any |iquefied petroleumgas to the

ulti mate consuner for industrial, comercial, or donestic use;
any person leasing or offering to | ease, or exchanging or
of fering to exchange, any apparatus, appliances, and equi pnent
for the use of liquefied petroleum gas; any person installing,
servicing, altering, or nodifying apparatus, piping, tubing,

3
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appl i ances, and equi pnent for the use of |iquefied petrol eum
gas; any person installing carburetion equi pnent; or any
person requalifying cylinders.

(7) "Category Il liquefied petrol eum gas di spenser”
nmeans any person engaging in the business of operating a
liquefied petrol eum gas dispensing unit for the purpose of
serving liquid products to the ultimte consuner for
i ndustrial, conmmercial, or domestic use,and selling or
offering to sell, or leasing or offering to | ease, apparatus,

appl i ances, and equi pnent for the use of |iquefied petrol eum
gas, including engaging in the business of operating a

cyl i nder exchange unit.

(8) "Category IIl liquefied petroleumgas cylinder
exchange operator" nmeans any person operating a storage
facility used for the purpose of storing filled propane
cylinders of not nore than 43.5 pounds propane capacity or 104
pounds water capacity, while awaiting sale to the ultinate
consuner, or a facility used for the storage of enpty or
filled containers which have been offered for exchange.

(9) "Category IV liquefied petrol eum gas di spenser and

recreational vehicle servicer" neans any person engaging in

t he busi ness of operating a |liquefied petrol eum gas di spensing

unit for the purpose of serving liquid product to the ultinate

consuner for industrial, commercial, or donestic use, and

selling or offering to sell, leasing or offering to | ease,

appar atus, appliances, and equi pnent for the use of liquefied

petrol eum gas, and whose services include the installation

service, or repair of recreational vehicle |iquefied petrol eum

gas appliances and equi pnent.

(10) {9y "LP gas installer" neans any person who is
engaged in the liquefied petrol eum gas busi ness and whose
4
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services include the installation, servicing, altering, or
nodi fyi ng of apparatus, piping, tubing, tanks, and equi pnent
for the use of liquefied petroleumgas and selling or offering
to sell, or leasing or offering to | ease, apparatus,
appl i ances, and equi pnent for the use of |iquefied petrol eum
gas.

(11) 26> "Specialty installer" nmeans any person

involved in the installation, service, or repair of liquefied
pet rol eum gas appl i ances and equi pnent, and selling or

offering to sell, or leasing or offering to | ease, apparatus,

appl i ances, and equi pnent for the use of |iquefied petrol eum

gas, whose activities are limted to specific types of
appl i ances and equi pnent as desi gnated by departnent rule.

(12) (1) "Dealer in appliances and equi pnent for use
of liquefied petrol eum gas" neans any person selling or
offering to sell, or leasing or offering to | ease, apparatus,
appl i ances, and equi pnent for the use of |iquefied petrol eum
gas.

(13) (2 "Manufacturer of liquefied petrol eum gas

appl i ances and equi pnent" neans any person in this state
manuf acturing and offering for sale or selling tanks,
cylinders, or other containers and necessary appurtenances for
use in the storage, transportation, or delivery of such gas to
the ultimte consuner, or nmanufacturing and offering for sale
or selling apparatus, appliances, and equi pnent for the use of
liquefied petroleumgas to the ultinmte consuner

(14) "Whol esal er" neans any person, as defined by s.

527.01(2), selling or offering to sell any |iquefied petrol eum

gas for industrial, conmercial, or donmestic use to any person

except the ultimte consuner
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1 (15) 33) "Requalifier of cylinders" neans any person

2| involved in the retesting, repair, qualifying, or requalifying
3| of liquefied petroleumgas tanks or cylinders nanufactured

4 | under specifications of the United States Departnent of

5| Transportation or forner Interstate Conmerce Conm ssion

6 (16) t34) "Fabricator, repairer, and tester of vehicles

7 | and cargo tanks" neans any person involved in the hydrostatic

8| testing, fabrication, repair, or requalifying of any notor

9| vehicles or cargo tanks used for the transportation of

10 | Iiquefied petrol eum gases, when such tanks are pernanently

11| attached to or formng a part of the notor vehicle.

12 (17) £35) "Recreational vehicle" means a notor vehicle

13 | designed to provide tenporary living quarters for

14 | recreational, canping, or travel use, which has its own

15 | propul sion or is nmounted on or towed by another notor vehicle.
16 (18) (16) "Pipeline systemoperator” means any person

17 | who owns or operates a |liquefied petrol eum gas pipeline system
18 | that is used to transmt |iquefied petroleumgas froma conmon
19 | source to the ultimte customer and that serves 10 or nore

20 | custoners.

21 Section 2. Section 527.02, Florida Statutes, is

22 | anended to read:

23 527.02 License; penalty; fees.--

24 (1)(a) It is unlawful for any person to engage in this
25| state in the activities of a pipeline system operator

26 | category | liquefied petroleum gas deal er, category II

27 | liquefied petrol eum gas di spenser, category |1l liquefied

28 | petrol eum gas cyl i nder exchange operator, category |V

29 | liquefied petrol eum gas di spenser and recreational vehicle

30| servicer,LP gas installer, specialty installer, dealer in

31| liquefied petroleum gas appliances and equi pnent, manufacturer

6
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of liquefied petroleum gas appliances and equi pnent,
requalifier of cylinders, or fabricator, repairer, and tester
of vehicles and cargo tanks wi thout first obtaining fromthe
departnment a license to engage in one or nore of these

busi nesses. The sale of liquefied petroleumgas cylinders with
a volunme of 10 pounds water capacity or 4.2 pounds |iquefied
petrol eum gas capacity or less is exenpt fromthe requirenents
of this chapter. It is a felony of the third degree,

puni shable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s.
775.084, to intentionally or willfully engage in any of said
activities without first obtaining appropriate |icensure from
the departnent. Each business |ocation of a person having

mul tiple locations shall be separately |icensed and nust neet
the requirenents of this section. Such |icense shall be
granted to any applicant determ ned by the departnent to be
conpetent, qualified, and trustworthy who files with the
departnment a surety bond, insurance affidavit, or other proof
of insurance, as hereinafter specified, and pays for such
license the following original application fee for new
Iicenses and annual renewal fees for existing |licenses:

Ori gi nal Renewal

Li cense Category Application Fee Fee
Category | liquefied

petroleumgas dealer..................... $525 $425
Category |1l liquefied

petroleumgas dispenser................... 525 375
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Category |1l liquefied

petrol eum gas cyl i nder

exchange unit operator.................... 100 65

Category |V liquefied

petrol eum gas di spenser and

recreational vehicle servicer............. 525 400
LP gas installer........................ 300 200
Specialty installer..................... 300 200

Deal er in appliances and equi pnent
for use of liquefied petroleumgas......... 50 45
Manuf acturer of |iquefied petrol eum

gas appliances and equipnent.............. 525 375
Requalifier of cylinders................ 525 375
Fabricator, repairer, and tester of

vehicles and cargo tanks.................. 525 375

Any applicant for original |icense whose application is

submitted during the last 6 nonths of the |license year may

have the original license fee reduced by one-half for the

6-nonth period. This provision shall apply only to those

conpani es applying for an original license and shall not be

applied to licensees who held a license during the previous

license year and failed to renew the |icense. The depart nment

may refuse to issue an initial license to any applicant who is
under investigation in any jurisdiction for an action that
woul d constitute a violation of this chapter until such tine

as the investigation is conplete.
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stbm-tted—together—as—a—singtepacket—

(b) te) Any person applying for a |liquefied petrol eum
gas license as a specialty installer, as defined by s.
527.01(11) (16}, shall upon application to the departnent
identify the specific area of work to be perforned. Upon
conpletion of all license requirenents set forth in this
chapter, the departnent shall issue the applicant a |license
speci fying the scope of work, as identified by the applicant
and defined by rule of the departnent, for which the person is
aut hori zed.

(c)td)y The license fee for a pipeline system operator
shall be $100 per system owned or operated by the person, not
to exceed $400 per license year. Such |license fee applies only
to a pipeline system operator who owns or operates a |liquefied
petrol eum gas pipeline systemthat is used to transmt
| iquefied petroleumgas froma conmon source to the ultinate
custoner and that serves 10 or nore custoners.

(d) te)y The departnent shall pronul gate rules
speci fying acts deened by the departnent to denonstrate a | ack
of trustworthiness to engage in activities requiring a |license
or qualifier identification card under this section

(e) Any license issued by the departnent nmay be

transferred to any person, firm or corporation for the

remai nder of the current |license year upon witten request to

the departnent by the original licenseholder. Prior to

approval of any transfer, all licensing requirenents of this

chapter nust be net by the transferee. A license transfer fee

of $50 shall be charged for each such transfer
9
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1 (2) In addition to the requirenents of subsection (1),
2 | any person applying for a license to engage in the activities
3| of a pipeline systemoperator, category | |iquefied petrol eum
4| gas dealer, category Il liquefied petrol eum gas di spenser

5] category IV liquefied petrol eum gas di spenser and recreationa
6 | vehicle servicer,LP gas installer, specialty installer,

7| requalification of cylinders, or fabricator, repairer, and

8 | tester of vehicles and cargo tanks, nust prove conpetency by
9| passing a witten exam nati on adm ni stered by the departnent
10 ) or its agent with a grade of 75 percent or above. Each

11 | applicant for exami nation shall submit a $20 nonrefundabl e

12 | fee. The departnent shall by rule specify the general areas of
13 | conpetency to be covered by each examination and the relative
14 | weight to be assigned in grading each area tested.

15 (a) Application for exam nation for conpetency nay be
16 | rade by an individual or by an owner, a partner, or any person
17 1 in a supervisory capacity of the |license applicant. Upon

18 | successful conpletion of the conpetency exam nation, the

19 | departnent shall issue a qualifier identification card to the
20 | examinee. Qualifier identification cards, except those issued
21| to category | liquefied petroleumgas deal ers and |iquefied
22 | petroleumgas install ers, Sueh—card shall remain in effect as
23| long as the individual shows to the departnent proof of active
24 | enploynent in the area of examination and all conti nuing

25 | education requirenents are net. Should the individua

26 | term nate active enploynent in the area of exanmination for a
27 | period exceeding 24 nonths, or fail to provide docunentation
28 | of continuing education,the individual's qualifier status

29 | shall expire. The individual may reapply for exam nation by
30| the departnent in order to reestablish qualifier status.

31| Every business organi zation shall possess such a full-tine

10
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1| qualifier at all tines who has successfully conpleted an

2| exam nation in the corresponding category of the license held
3 | by the busi ness organi zation

4 (b) Qualifier cards issued to category | liquefied

5] petrol eum gas deal ers and |liquefied petroleumgas installers
6| shall expire 3 years after the date of issuance. Al category
711 liquefied petroleumgas dealer qualifiers and |iquefied

8| petroleumgas installer qualifiers holding a valid qualifier
9| card upon the effective date of this act shall retain their
10| qualifier status until July 1, 2003, and may sit for the

11 | master qualifier exam nation at any tine during that tine

12 | period. Alternatively, all category | liquefied petrol eum gas
13 | dealer qualifiers and liquefied petroleumgas installer

14 | qualifiers may renew their qualification on or before July 1,
15 | 2003, upon application to the departnent, paynment of a $20

16 | renewal fee, and docunentation of the conpletion of a nininum
17 | of 12 hours approved continuous education courses, as defined
18 | by departnent rule, during the previous 3-year period.

19 | Applications for renewal nust be nmade 30 cal ender days pri or
20| to expiration. Persons failing to renew prior to the

21 | expiration date nust reapply and take a qualifier conpetency
22 | exam nation in order to reestablish category | |iquefied

23 | petrol eum gas dealer qualifier and |iquefied petrol eum gas

24 | installer qualifier status. In the event a category |

25| liquefied petroleumgas qualifier or |liquefied petrol eum gas
26 | installer qualifier becones a master qualifier at any tine

27 | during the effective date of the qualifier card, the card

28 | shall remain in effect until expiration of the nmaster

29 | qualifier certification. Avacaney—t+n—aguaH-Her—posi-tion—in
30 | a—business—organtzaton—which—+esuHts—{fromthe—departure—of
31 | the—guat-fHer—shaH—be—i+nmrediatety—reported—to—thedepartent—
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organi zati ons enpl oying nore than 10 enpl oyees that install

N
©

repair, nmaintain, or service |liquefied petrol eum gas equi pnent
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and systens.
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=
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(4) In addition to all other licensing requirenents,

each category | liquefied petroleumgas deal er and |iquefied

petroleumgas installer nust, at the tine of application for

licensure, identify to the departnent one nmaster qualifier who

is afull-tine enployee at the licensed |ocation. This person

shall be a manager, owner, or otherwise prinmarily responsible

for overseeing the operations of the licensed | ocation and

nmust provi de docunentation to the departnent as provided by

rule. The nmaster qualifier requirenent shall be in addition to

the requirenents of subsection (2).

(a) In order to apply for certification as a naster

gualifier, each applicant nust be a category | |iquefied

petrol eum gas deal er qualifier or liquefied petrol eum gas

installer qualifier, nust be enployed by a |licensed category |

| iquefied petrol eumgas deal er, liquefied petrol eum gas

installer, or applicant for such |icense, and nust pass a

master qualifier conpetency exanination. Master qualifier

exam nations shall be based on Florida's | aws, rules, and

adopt ed codes governing |iquefied petrol eum gas safety,

general industry safety standards, and adm nistrative

procedures. The exanination nmust be successfully conpl eted by

the applicant with a grade of 75 percent or nore. Each

applicant for nmaster qualifier status shall subnit to the

depart ment a nonrefundabl e $30 exani nation fee prior to the

exam nati on.

(b) Upon successful conpletion of the master qualifier

exam nation, the departnent shall issue the exani nee a

certificate of master qualifier status which shall include the

nane of the |icensed conpany for which the nmaster qualifier is

enpl oyed. A nmaster qualifier may transfer from one

13
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| i censehol der to anot her upon beconi ng enpl oyed by the conpany

and providing a witten request to the departnent.

(c) Master qualifier status shall expire 3 years after

the date of issuance of the certificate and may be renewed by

subm ssion to the departnent of docunentation of conpletion of

at |east 12 hours of approved continui ng educati on courses

during the 3-year period, proof of enploynent with a |icensed

category | liquefied petrol eumgas dealer, |iquefied petrol eum

gas installer, or applicant, and a $30 certificate renewal

fee. The departnent shall define, by rule, approved courses of

conti nui ng educati on.

(d) Each category | liquefied petroleumgas deal er or

liquefied petroleumgas installer licensed as of August 31

2000, shall identify to the department one current category |

liquefied petroleumgas dealer qualifier or liquefied

petroleumgas installer qualifier who will be the designated

master qualifier for the |licenseholder. Such individual nust

provi de proof of enploynent for 3 years or nore within the

liquefied petroleumgas industry, and shall, upon approval of

the departnent, be granted a master qualifier certificate. A

other requirenments with regard to master qualifier certificate

expiration, renewal, and conti nuing education shall apply.

(5) A wvacancy in a qualifier or naster qualifier

position in a business organi zation which results fromthe

departure of the qualifier shall be inmediately reported to

the departnment. In the event a busi ness organi zati on no | onger

possesses a duly designated qualifier, as required by this

section, its liquefied petroleumgas |licenses shall be

suspended by order of the departnent after 20 worki ng days and

shall remmin suspended until a conpetent qualifier has been

retained. A vacancy in the qualifier position for a period of
14
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1| nmore than 20 working days shall be deened to constitute an

2] imediate threat to the public health, safety, and welfare

3| Failure to obtain a replacenent qualifier within 60 days of

4 | the vacancy shall be grounds for revocation of licensure or
5|eligibility for licensure.

6 (6) Any individual having conpetency qualifications on
7| file with the departnent may request the transfer of such

8| qualifications to any existing |licenseholder by naking a

9| witten request to the departnent for such transfer. Any

10 | i ndi vidual having a conpetency exanination on file with the
11 | departnent nmay use such exanination for a new license

12 | application after making application in witing to the

13 | departnent. Al exami nations are confidential and exenpt from
14 ) the provisions of s. 119.07(1).

15 (7)t4)r If a duplicate license,er qualifier card, or

16 | master qualifier certificate is requested by the licensee, a
17 | fee of $10 nust be received before issuance of the duplicate
18 | license or card. |If a facsimle transmission of an origina
19| license is requested, upon conpletion of the transnission a
20| fee of $10 nmust be received by the departnment before the

21| original license may be nmailed to the requester

22 (8) 5y Al revenues collected herein shall be

23 | deposited in the General Inspection Trust Fund for the purpose
24 | of administering the provisions of this chapter.

25 Section 3. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 527. 04,
26| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

27 527.04 Proof of insurance required.--

28 (1) Before any license is issued, except to a dealer
29 | in appliances and equi pnent for use of |iquefied petrol eum gas
30| or a category Ill liquefied petroleum gas cylinder exchange
31| operator, the applicant nust deliver to the departnent a good

15
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and sufficient bond in the amunt of $1 mil |l i on$366,060,
payable to the Governor of Florida, with the applicant as
principal and a surety conpany authorized to do business in
this state as surety. The bond nust be conditioned upon the
principal's conpliance with the provisions of this chapter and
the rules of the department with respect to the conduct of
such busi ness and shall indemify and hold harm ess al
persons fromloss or damage by reason of the principal's
failure to conply. However, the aggregated liability of the
surety may not exceed$l million$366,666. |If the bond
becones insufficient, the departnment nmay require a new bond to
be filed, and if the principal fails to do so, the departnent
shal |l cancel the license issued and give the principal witten
notice that it is unlawful to engage in business w thout a
license. |If the applicant furnishes satisfactory evidence
that he or she is covered by a prinary policy of bodily injury
liability and property damage liability insurance covering the
products and operations with respect to such business, issued
by an insurer authorized to do business in the state, for an
anmount not less than$l nilli on$366:666 and that the prem uns
on such insurance are paid, an insurance affidavit or other
sati sfactory evidence of acceptabl e insurance coverage shal
be accepted in lieu of the bond. A new bond is not required
as long as the original bond remains sufficient and in force.
If the licenseholder's insurance coverages as required by this
subsection are cancel ed or otherwi se term nated, the insurer
nmust notify the departnent within 30 days after such
cancel lation or term nation.

(2) Before any license is issued to a class I
i quefied petrol eumgas cylinder exchange operator, the
appl i cant nmust deliver to the departnent a good and sufficient

16
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bond in the anount of $300, 000$366,00606, payable to the
CGovernor, with the applicant as principal and a surety conpany
authorized to do business in this state as surety. The bond
nmust be conditioned upon the principal's conpliance with this
chapter and the rules of the departnent with respect to the
conduct of such business and nust indemify and hold harnl ess
all persons fromloss or damage by reason of the principal's
failure to conply. However, the aggregated liability of the
surety may not exceed$300, 000$166,666. |f the bond becones
insufficient, the departnent nmay require a new bond to be
filed, and if the principal fails to do so, the departnent
shal |l cancel the license and give the principal witten notice
that it is unlawful to engage in business without a license.
If the applicant furnishes satisfactory evidence that he or
she is covered by a primary policy of bodily injury liability
and property damage liability insurance covering the products
and operations with respect to such business, issued by an
i nsurer authorized to do business in the state, for an anmount
not | ess than$300, 000$100,660 and that the prem uns on such
i nsurance are paid, an insurance affidavit or other
sati sfactory evidence of acceptabl e insurance coverage shal
be accepted in lieu of the bond. A new bond is not required
as long as the original bond remains sufficient and in force.
If the licenseholder's insurance coverages required by this
subsection are cancel ed or otherwi se term nated, the insurer
nmust notify the departnent within 30 days after such
cancel lation or term nation.

Section 4. Subsection (4) of section 527.06, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

527.06 Rules.--

17
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(4) Rules in substantial conformity with the published
standards in Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regul ations
relative to |iquefied petrol eum gas pipelines shall be deened
to be in substantial conformity with the generally accepted
standards of safety concerning the sanme subject matter
Viol ation of any provision of the rules adopted pursuant to
this subsection nmay be enjoi ned under the provisions of s.
527.09. Any person who violates any provision of the rules

© 00 N o O WDN PP

adopted pursuant to this subsection shall be subject to a
civil penalty not to exceed$25, 000614666 for each such
violation for each day that such violation persists, except

e
N B O

that the maxi numcivil penalty shall not exceed$500, 000

=
w

$206, 060, in aggregate, for any related series of violations.

14 | Any such civil penalty nmay be conproni sed by the departnent.

15] In determ ning the anmobunt of such penalty or the anpbunt agreed

16 | upon in conprom se, the appropriateness of such penalty to the

17 | size of the business of the person charged, the gravity of the

18 | violation, and the good faith of the person charged in

19 | attenpting to achi eve conpliance after notification of a

20| violation shall be considered. Each penalty shall be a lien

21 | upon the real and personal property of such person and

22 | enforceable by the departnent as statutory |iens under chapter

23| 85, the proceeds of which shall be deposited in the Genera

24 | I nspection Trust Fund, as provided in s. 527.02.

25 Section 5. Section 527.11, Florida Statutes, is

26 | anended to read:

27 527.11 M ni num st or age. - -

28 (1) Every person who engages in the distribution of

29 | liquefied petroleumgas for resale to donestic, commercial, or

30| industrial consuners as a prerequisite to obtaining a

31| liquefied petroleumgas |icense shall install a bulk storage
18
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filling plant of not |ess than 18, 000 +2,-666—gal | ons (wat er
capacity) within the state and shall be located within a

75-mle radius of the |icensed conpany's business | ocation

(2) A dealer in liqguefied petroleumgas |icensed as of

August 31, 2000, eategory—+—t+ieguetiedpetrotevmgas—deater who

has entered or who enters into a witten agreenent with a

whol esal er that the whol esaler will provide |iquefied
petroleumgas to the dealer for a period of 12 continuous
months is exenpt fromthe requirenents of subsection (1), if

t he whol esal er has at |east 18,000 32,666 gall ons (water
capacity) of bulk storage within this state pernanently
connected for storage, which is andt used as such for each sueh
dealer to whomgas is sold, and if the whol esal er has | oadi ng

and unl oadi ng provisions. Such deal er nust provide

certification of this agreenent on a form provided by the

depart nent a—coepy—of—the—witten—agreerent to the departnent

before her or his license nay be issued.;—ant The form
agreerent nust be signed by both the whol esaler or his or her
agent and the dealer or his or her agent and nust be subnitted

annually with the license renewal application. A dealer who
does not provide witten proof of mninmmstorage nmay have her
or his license denied, suspended, or revoked. No whol esal er

may enter into witten agreenents that allocate an anpunt of

storage that exceeds the whol esaler's total storage capacity
m nus 18,000 gal |l ons (water capacity). However—no—whotesaler

19
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" y o I I I ot i ed I
o] hdeal . I I NI r
catendar—year—
(3)t4) A dealer in liquefied petroleumgas operating a
singl e dispensing unit for the sole purpose of direct product

sale to custonmers (no deliveries) or an operator of a cylinder
exchange unit wth—atotal—ecapacity—of—2,000—¢gattons—{water
capactty)—or—+ess is exenpt fromthe requirenents of this

secti on.

Section 6. Subsection (4) of section 527.22, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

527.22 Florida Propane Gas Education, Safety, and
Research Council established; nenbership; duties and
responsibilities.--

(4) The council shall keep mnutes, accounting
records, and other records as necessary to clearly reflect al
of the acts and transactions of the council and regularly
report such information to the conmissioner, along with such
other information as the commi ssi oner requires. The—acecounting
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Al'l records of the council shall be kept on file with the

departnent, and these records and ot her documents about
matters within the jurisdiction of the council shall be
subject to the review and i nspection of the departnent's

| nspector CGeneral, the Auditor General, and inspeetion——by the
nmenbers of the council, or other interested parties upon

request. Al records of the council are subject to the
provisions of s. 119.07.
Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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2 HOUSE SUMVARY

3 . . o .
Revi ses various provisions of ch. 527, F. S., relatln?_to

4 the sale of liquefied petroleumgas. Revises definifions
and defines "category IV |iquefiéd petrol eum gas

5 di spenser and recreational vehicle servicer" and
"whol esal er” for purposes of the act. Includes category

6 IV liguefied petroleumgas. dispensers and recreationa
vehicle servicers within |icensure and exam nation

7 provisions of the chapter. Provides a penalty for
operatln? without a license. Sets application and

8 renewal fees for a category |IIl liquefied petroleum gas
cyl i nder exchanPe unit oOperators and category |V

9 Iiquefied petroleum gas dispensers and recCreationa
vehi cl e servi cers, rovides for prorating of |icense

10 fees under specified circunstances. Provides for
transfer of |icenses under specified conditions.

11 Provides a $50 |icense transter fee. Provides period of
validity for qualifier cards issued to category |

12 Iiquefied Petroleun1gas deal ers and |iquefiéed, petroleum

as installers. Provides for renewal of qualification

13 equi res category | liquefied Petroleun1gas_dealers and
1 quefied petfoleumgas installers to identify to the

14 Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services a
designated master qualifier. Establishes exam nation and

15 certification requirenents for master qualifiers.
Requires dealers to report to the departnment any vacancy

16 ina qualifier or master qualifier position. Provides
for suspension of a dealer's |license under specified

17 circunstances, _Provides grounds for revocation of
i cense or ellpgbgllty. rovides for transfer of.

18 conpetency qualifications. |Increases. mninumrequirenents
for insurance coverage. |Increases civil penalties for

19 viol ation of departnent rules. _lncreases m ninum storage
requirenents for bulk storage filling_plants. Requires

20 that such plants be |ocated”™within a 75-mle radius of a
[ i censee's business |ocation. Revises exenptions to such

21 requi rements_and elimnates an, exenpti on. evi ses
PFOVISIODS with respect to audits and account records of

22 he Fl orida Propane Gas. Education, Safety, and Research

93 Council and review and inspection of council records.

24
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31
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