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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 CS/ HB 1479

By the Committees on. Governnental Operations, Health Care
Servi ctes and Representative Peaden

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to public records; anending s.
119.07, F.S.; providing an exenption from
public records requirenents for identifying
i nformation contained in personal health
records nade or received by the Departnent of
Health or its service providers; specifying
condi ti ons under which such informati on may be
rel eased; providing for future review and
repeal ; providing a finding of public
necessity; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (dd) is added to subsection (3)
of section 119.07, Florida Statutes, to read:

119. 07 Inspection, exam nation, and duplication of
records; exenptions.--

(3)

(dd) Al identifying infornmation contained in public

records as defined in s. 119.011(1) made or received by the

Departnent of Health or its service providers concerning al

aspects of an individual's personal health, including, but not

limted to, the identity of the individual, the eval uation

di agnosi s, and treatnent of nedical problens, counseling,

eligibility for services, and case nanagenent, is confidential

and exenpt fromthe provisions of subsection (1) and s. 24(a),

Art. | of the State Constitution, except as provided in this

par agr aph or except as ot herw se provided by | aw.

1. Information nmade confidential and exenpt by this

par agr aph shall be di scl osed:
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a. Wth the witten consent of the individual or the

individual's legally authorized representative. Furthernore,

if arequest is made for a specific individual's records, such

records shall be disclosed only with the express witten

consent of the individual or the individual's legally

aut hori zed representati ve.

b. For research purposes, such as epideniol ogi ca

i nvestigations, provided the information is sunmari zed so that

no i ndividual can be identified and no nanes are reveal ed.

c. In a nedical energency, but only to the extent

necessary to protect the health or |ife of the individual

2. \Wien disclosure is made pursuant to a subpoena, the

court shall seal such records fromfurther disclosure, except

as otherw se deened necessary by the court. Except as

provided in this paragraph, records disclosed pursuant to a

subpoena remain confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of
subsection (1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution

This paragraph is subject to the Open Governnent Sunset Review
Act of 1995 in accordance with s. 119.15, and shall stand
repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2005, unless reviewed and saved from

repeal through reenactnent by the Legi sl ature.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that it is a public

necessity that identifying information contained in records

received or nade by the Departnent of Health and its service

providers concerning all aspects of an individual's persona

health, including, but not Ilinited to, the identity of the

i ndi vidual, the evaluation, diagnosis, and treatnent of

nedi cal problens, counseling, eligibility for services, and

case nmanagenent, be held confidential and exenpt from public

di scl osure unl ess otherwi se provided for by law. The
2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 CS/ HB 1479
688- 146- 00

1| Legislature finds that this exenption is needed to protect

2| information that is of a sensitive personal nature that

3| concerns individuals. Every citizen has an expectation of,

41 and aright to, privacy in all matters concerning his or her
5| personal health when nedical services are provided by the

6 | Departnent of Health and its service providers. Matters of

7 | personal health are traditionally private and confidenti al

8 | concerns between the patient and the health care provider

9| The private and confidential nature of personal health matters
10 | pervades both the public and private health care sectors. For
11 | these reasons, the individual's expectation of, and right to,
12 | privacy in all matters regarding his or her personal health
13 | necessitates this exenption.

14 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
15| I aw
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