Florida Senate - 2000 CS for CS for SB 1484

By the Committees on Governnental Oversight and Productivity;
Commerce and Econonic Opportunities; and Senator GCell er

302-2134-00
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to workforce devel opnent
3 education in information technol ogi es; creating
4 s. 239.521, F.S.; providing intent; providing
5 for devel opnent of a 2-year vocational and
6 techni cal distance-learning curriculumfor
7 i nformati on-technol ogy workers; providing for
8 i nternship opportunities for high school and
9 post secondary information-technol ogy vocati ona
10 faculty and students in information-technol ogy
11 busi nesses; providing a means for increasing
12 the capability and accessibility of
13 i nformati on-technol ogy-training providers
14 t hrough state-of-the-art facilities; anending
15 s. 240.311, F.S.; requiring the State Board of
16 Community Colleges to identify training
17 prograns for broadband-digital-nedia
18 specialists; requiring that such prograns be
19 added to lists for demand occupati ons under
20 certain circunstances; anending s. 240. 3341,
21 F.S.; encouraging comunity colleges to
22 establish incubator facilities for
23 di gi tal - medi a- cont ent - and-t echnol ogy
24 devel opnent; creating s. 240.710, F.S.
25 requiring the Board of Regents to create a
26 Di gi tal - Medi a- Educati on Coordi nati on G oup
27 provi di ng nenbership; providing purposes;
28 requiring devel opnment of a plan; requiring
29 subm ssion of plans to the Legi sl ature;
30 requiring the Wrkforce Devel opnent Board to
31 reserve funds for digital-nedia-industry
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1 training; providing direction on training;

2 requiring the Wrkforce Devel opnent Board to
3 devel op a plan for the use of certain funds to
4 enhance workforce of a digital -nedia-rel ated
5 i ndustries; providing direction concerning plan
6 devel opnent; creating the

7 Di gi tal - Medi a- Educati on-I nfrastructure Fund

8 within the Office of Tourism Trade, and

9 Econoni c Devel oprment for the purpose of

10 upgradi ng quality of nedia | abs; providing an
11 appropriation; providing requirenents for

12 contracting and use of funds; requiring

13 Enterprise Florida, Inc., to convene a

14 br oadband- di gi t al - nedi a-i ndustri es group

15 requiring identification, designation, and

16 priority of a digital-nedia sector in sector
17 strategy; requiring Enterprise Florida, Inc.
18 to contract for establishment of a

19 digital -nedia i ncubator; providing contract
20 requi rements; providing an appropriation
21 requiring industry participation in funding;
22 providing direction for incubator |ocation
23 requiring I TFlorida, in cooperation with
24 Enterprise Florida, Inc., to prepare a
25 mar keting plan pronoting the state to
26 digital -nedia industries; providing an
27 ef fective date.
28
29| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30
31
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Section 1. Section 239.521, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
239.521 Information-technol ogy workf orce-devel opnent

projects.--The Legi sl ature recogni zes that

i nformati on-technol ogy industries are addi ng substanti al

nunbers of hi gh-paying, high-technology jobs in the state. The

Legi sl ature al so recogni zes the inportant contribution of this

i ndustry as one of the targeted industries vital to the

state's current and future economic growh. The Legislature

further recogni zes that information-technol ogy industries are

in need of a highly skilled workforce to neet the grow ng

demands of the industry as well as to address the needs of

addi tional infornmation-technol ogy conpanies relocating to the

state. The Informati on Technol ogy Devel opnent Task Force,

appoi nted by the 1999 Florida Legislature for the study of key

i ssues in the devel opnent of the state's econony, reconmended

several neans for further supporting this valued industry.

Therefore, it is the intent of the Legislature that the

following initiatives be funded to support the workforce needs

of this growing industry consistent with recogni zed needs of

t he state.
(1) COVWPREHENSI VE DI STANCE- LEARNI NG CURRI CULUM
| NI TI ATI VES. - -
(a) The Legislature recognizes that there are multiple

| evel s of enpl oyee conpetenci es enbedded within the various

i nformati on-technol ogy-i ndustry jobs. Using these conpetencies

as the basis of a curriculumfor training i ncunbent workers to

devel op additional skills and potential workers to devel op

entry-level skills, the Legislature intends that a

conpr ehensi ve vocational -certificate or 2-year

di stance-1 earning curricul um be devel oped.
3
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1 (b) The conprehensive distance-learning initiative

2| involves the State Technology Ofice and the State Board of

3| Comunity Colleges acting through the Florida Community

4| Coll ege Distance Learning Consortiumto ensure that the

5] curriculumis up-to-date, responsive to industry's changi ng

6 | needs, and delivered in the npost cost-effective nmanner

7 | possi ble. The devel opnent of the distance-|learning curricul um
8| for statewide dissenination is to be co-built by industry

9| content experts and educational providers. The process shoul d
10| coordinate the existing efforts of individual institutions and
11| consortiuns into a conbi ned, conprehensive, and cohesive

12 | net hodol ogy for providing training through the use of

13 | technol ogy and shoul d i nvol ve:

14 1. A statewide review of existing distance-|earning
15 | cour ses;

16 2. Evaluation and purchase of appropriate

17 | of f-the-shelf products to be |icensed for use on a statew de
18 | basis; and

19 3. Devel opnent of missing conpetency training using
20 | mul ti - medi a net hodol ogi es.
21 (c) The conprehensive di stance-1learning curricul um
22 | devel oped under this subsection will be by one or nore
23| institutions or consortiuns. Participation in this project
24 | will be conpetitively based and approved by the State Board of
25| Community Col |l eges based upon recomendati ons of the Florida
26 | Community Coll ege Distance Learning Consortium Participants
27 | must neet the following criteria:
28 1. Experience in providing training for
29 | i nformati on-technol ogy conpani es.
30 2. Availability of technical infrastructure to support
31| this project.
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1 3. Endorsenent frominfornmation-technol ogy

2 | econoni c-devel opnent agenci es and | ocal infornmation-technol ogy
3 | busi ness conmmtnents to be actively involved.

4 4. Denonstrated nulti-nmedia course and program

5| devel opnent capabilities.

6 5. Existing consortiumefforts.

7 6. Availability of local support.

8 (d) The Legislature may annual ly appropriate $2

9| mllion in the General Appropriations Act to support efforts
10| initiated in accordance with this subsection. These funds nust
11 | be used to support, anong others, salaries, |licensing

12 | conmerci al courseware, purchasing existing courseware and

13 | equi pnent, and rel at ed course-devel opnent expenses.

14 (2) 1 NFORMATI ON TECHNOLOGY | NTERNSHI P OPPORTUNI Tl ES

15 | FOR FACULTY AND STUDENTS. - -

16 (a) The Legislature recogni zes that the preparedness

17 | of both high school and postsecondary educati on students

18 | ererging from an educati onal experience ready to enter the

19 | i nformati on-technol ogy workpl ace i s dependent upon the quality
20| of instruction provided by faculty and infornation-technol ogy
21 | business interaction with their program of study. The
22 | Legislature further recogni zes that faculty at high school and
23 | postsecondary school levels are better able to integrate
24 | technol ogy and current business standards into the curricul um
25| if they can verify from personal experience and know edge the
26 | i nportance of these for students' future success. Faculty al so
27 | require the ability to continuously update their know edge and
28 | skills as technol ogy changes, and faculty will be able to
29 | increase their skills and know edge from structured internship
30 | opportunities within information-technol ogy busi nesses.
31| Further, students gain increased know edge and skills from
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on-the-job training and direct work experience in a structured

i nternship opportunity. The Legislature, therefore, creates

the I nformation Technol ogy Internship Programto encourage and

support information-technol ogy-program faculty and student

internships with direct exposure to infornmation-technol ogy

i ndustries. The Legislature further intends that the program

will provide a nininumof 200 faculty and 200 student

i nternships at various | ocations across the state.

(b) Local faculty and student internship initiatives

will be selected to be part of this project by the State

Technol ogy O fice, based on the following criteria:

1. Information-technol ogy busi nesses providing faculty

and student internships will pay 50 percent of the salary for

each intern as well as provide workers' conpensati on benefits.

2. Economi c-devel opnent agenci es such as chanbers of

commer ce, econom c-devel opnent conm ssions, or regiona

consortia will be eligible to apply and serve as a |l oca

fiscal agent for the program

3. Establishnment of qualifying criteria and process

for matching faculty and students with business-internship

opportuniti es.

4, Priority will be given to existing local efforts

t hat have proven successful and can be duplicated statew de.

5. Projects may be conbined with federal tax-relief

efforts encouragi ng educational internship prograns.

(c) Salaries and other conditions of work shall be set

by the Commi ssi oner of Education, the Executive Director of

the Florida Community Coll ege System and the Chancell or of

the State University System
(d) The Division of Wrkforce Devel opnent of the
Departnent of Education shall assune administrative
6
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responsibility and act as fiscal agent for the

i nformati on-technol ogy i nternshi ps.

(e) The Legislature may annual ly appropriate $2

mllion in the General Appropriations Act to fund prograns

establi shed under this subsection on a statew de basis.
(3) | NFORVATI ON- TECHNOLOGY- TRAI NI NG

FACI LI TY- | MPROVEMENT- STRATEGY | NI TI ATI VES. - -
(a) The Legislature recogni zes that

i nformati on-technol ogy busi nesses need increased nunbers of

highly skilled workers. The shortage of a qualified | abor

force has becone a barrier to this dynanic industry's

continued growth in the state. The linmted nunbers of highly

skill ed i ncunbent workers constantly need to update skills in

response to the evolving technologies and in order to nove to

hi gher-paid positions within the industry. These i ncunbent

workers require a continuous work-and-learn cycle to naintain

their knowl edge of new technol ogi es and tools. Busi nesses

demand cutting-edge training opportunities for their enpl oyees

in order to neet the constantly changing globally conpetitive

nmar ket pl ace. The Legi sl ature recogni zes that increased

accessibility and quality facilities are required to address

the increasing efforts of educational institutions to respond

to information-technol ogy busi nesses and t hat

i nformati on-technol ogy-training providers are expected to have

appropriate facilities to address the needs of this dynanic

i ndustry. The Legislature further recogni zes that additiona

hi gh-tech | abs are required to provide the training for

conput er-systens engi neers, software devel opers, and rel ated

cutting-edge job types. These | abs are nobre expensive than

regular facilities because of the additional infrastructure

and conti nuous turnover of equipnent in response to changes in
7
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gl obal technol ogy. Therefore, it is the intent of the

Legislature to provide a process and funding for appropriate

and needed i nfornation-technol ogy-training-facility upgrades.
(b) The State Board of Comrunity Coll eges will
admi ni ster funds appropriated under paragraph (c) for

distribution on a conpetitive basis by October 1 of each year

to support approved projects. Projects nmay address upgrading

current facilities, planning new facilities, and conbining the

efforts of institutions to serve the informtion-technol ogy

busi ness sector through state-of-the-art training facilities

designated to address the multi-nedia needs of this industry.

The projects would be conpetitively sel ected based on the

following criteria:

1. A concentration of information-technol ogy

i ndustries and workers in the service area.

2. Oher local funding initiatives or federal funding

of an equal value to the state funds requested. These funds

nmust denonstrate a synergistic effort to support

i nformati on-technol ogy i ndustries.

3. Priority may be given to projects, including

partnership effort between two or nore educationa

institutions, so that a broader range of educational services

may be provided for information-technol ogy industri es.

4, Priorities may be given to projects that include

partnerships with a local nmunicipality, county, or

econom c-devel opnent agency as a way of denonstrating a

synergy of efforts to support this industry.

(c) The Legislature may annual ly appropriate $2

mllion in the General Appropriations Act to fund two or nore

proj ects approved under this subsection

8
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Section 2. Present subsections (4) through (8) of
section 240.311, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
subsections (5) through (9), respectively, and a new
subsection (4) is added to that section to read:

240.311 State Board of Community Col | eges; powers and
duties. --

(4) The State Board of Community Coll eges shal
identify, using the Critical Jobs Initiative, the

occupational -forecasting process, or any other conpatible

nechani sm a collection of prograns designed to train

br oadband-di gi tal -nedi a specialists. Prograns identified by

t he board shall be added to the statewide lists for denmand

occupations if they neet the high-skill/high-wage criteria as

establ i shed by the Wirkforce Estinmati ng Conference created
under s. 216.136(10).

Section 3. Subsection (5) is added to section
240.3341, Florida Statutes, to read

240. 3341 Incubator facilities for small business

concerns. - -
(5) Conmunity coll eges are encouraged to establish

i ncubator facilities through which energing small busi nesses

supportive of the devel opnent of content and technol ogy for

di gi tal - broadband- nedi a and di gital broadcasting nay be

served.
Section 4. Section 240.710, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
240. 710 Digital - Medi a- Educati on Coordi nati on G oup. - -
(1) The Board of Regents shall create a

Di gi tal - Medi a- Educati on Coordi nati on G oup conposed of

representatives of the universities within the State

Uni versity System which shall work in conjunction with the
9
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1| State Board of Community Coll eges and the Articul ation

2 | Coordinating Conmmittee on the devel opment of a plan to enhance
3| Florida's ability to neet the current and future workforce

4| needs of the digital nedia industry. The foll ow ng purposes
5] of the group shall be included in its pl an-devel opnent

6 | process:

7 (a) Coordination of the use of existing acadenic

8 | prograns, research, and faculty resources to pronote the

9 | devel opnent of a digital-nedia industry in Florida;

10 (b) Addressing strategies to i nprove opportunities for
11 ) interdisciplinary study and research within the energing field
12 | of digital nedia through the devel opnent of tracks in existing
13 | degree prograns, new interdisciplinary degree prograns, and
14 | interdisciplinary research centers; and

15 (c) Addressing the sharing of resources anpng

16 | universities in such a way as to allow a student to take

17 | courses fromnultiple departnments or nultiple educationa

18 | institutions in pursuit of conpetency, certification, and

19 | degrees in digital information and nedia technol ogy.

20 (2) \Where practical, private accredited institutions
21| of higher learning in Florida should be encouraged to

22 | parti ci pate.

23 (3) In addition to the elenents of the plan governed
24 | by the purposes described in subsection (1), the plan shal

25| include, to the naxi num extent practicable, the coordination
26 | of educational resources to be provided by distance | earning
27 | and shall facilitate, to the nmaxi num ext ent possi bl e,

28 | articulation and transfer of credits between community

29 | colleges and the state universities. The plan nust address
30| student enrollnent in affected prograns, with enphasis on

31| enroll nent beginning as early as the Fall Termin 2001

10
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(4) The Digital - Medi a- Educati on Coordi nati on G oup
shall submit its plan to the President of the Senate and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives by January 1, 2001

Section 5. The Workforce Devel opnent Board of

Enterprise Florida, Inc., should reserve up to $1 mllion of
funds dedicated in Fiscal Year 2000-2001 for |ncunbent Worker
Training for the digital-nmedia industry. Training nay be

provided by public or private training providers for

broadband-digital -nedia jobs |isted on the Cccupati ona

Forecast List devel oped by the Wirkforce Estimati ng Conference

or the Targeted Cccupations List of the Wrkforce Devel opnent

Board. Progranms that operate outside the normal senester tine

peri ods and coordi nate the use of industry and public

resources should be given priority status for such reserved

funds.
Section 6. The Wrkforce Devel opnent Board of

Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall by August 31, 2000, develop a

pl an for the use of Tenporary Assistance to Needy Fanilies

funds, Workforce Investnent Act funds, Quick Response funds,

| ncunbent Worker Training funds, and ot her training-rel ated

resources to enhance the workforce of digital -nedia-rel ated

i ndustries. The plan nust provide the industries with a

program for training and assessing the status of industry

wor kforce readi ness for the digital era, which should be done

in conjunction with the broadcast and cabl e i ndustries.

Section 7. There is created in the Ofice of Tourism

Trade, and Econoni c Devel opment within the Executive Ofice of

the Governor a Digital - Medi a- Education-Infrastructure Fund for

t he purpose of upgrading the quality of nedia | abs associ ated

Wi th university prograns, community coll ege prograns, and

ot her educational resources in order to assist in neeting
11
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current and future workforce training needs for the

digital-nedia industry. There is appropriated to the fund

fromthe General Revenue Fund $1 nillion for fiscal year
2000- 2001, to be used for those purposes. The Ofice of
Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent shall be responsible

for contracting with eligible entities for recei pt of funds.

Such funds nust be spent according to the priorities

establ i shed by the industry sector group on broadband

digital -nedia established by Enterprise Florida, Inc., and

nmust be nmatched by industry contributi ons.

Section 8. Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall convene an

organi zational neeting for industries involved in broadband

digital-nedia to organi ze and facilitate future activities of

associ ated industry groups or facilitate the ongoing

activities of a sinmlar group. Enterprise Florida, |nc.,

shall make all necessary preparations to identify and

designate a digital-nedia sector as part of its sector

strategy and identify the sector as a priority

recruitnent/retention set of industries.

Section 9. (1) Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall award

a contract for the establishnent of a digital-nedia incubator

t o encourage conpani es devel opi ng content and technol ogy for

di gital broadband nedia and digital broadcasting to | ocate and

devel op their businesses in Florida. Qualifications of an

applicant for a contract as a digital-nedia incubator shall at

a mninmuminclude the foll ow ng:

(a) Denonstrated expertise in devel opi ng content and

technol ogy for digital broadband nedia and digita

br oadcasti ng;

(b) Denonstrated ability in venture capita

f und-r ai si ng;

12
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1 (c) Denonstrated expertise in the devel opnent of

2| digital nedia businesses; and

3 (d) Denonstrated ability in coordinating public and

4 | private educational institutions and business entities in

5| digital -technol ogy joi nt-busi ness ventures. The awardi ng of
6| the contract nust follow the procedures outlined in chapter

7| 287, Florida Statutes.

8 (2) There is appropriated the sumof $2 mllion from
9 | the General Revenue Fund to Enterprise Florida, Inc., for the
10 | purpose of providing operational and investnent seed funding
11 ) to encourage the financial and strategic participation of

12 | venture-capital firns, corporate and institutional sponsors,
13| and targeted start-up conpanies in the establishnent of the
14 | digital incubator. Initial state investnent in the incubator
15| nust be matched with contributions fromthe industry with

16 | participating industry partners, including, but not linted
17 | to, venture capitalists, digital-nedia manufacturers, and

18 | digital -nedi a-content providers.

19 (3) Maxim zed | everaging of funds nust be a priority
20 | consideration in the location of the digital-nedia incubator
21 | Consi deration nust be given to collocation of the incubator
22| with an existing state-of-the-art nedia |lab or an upgraded or
23| newy created nedia | ab funded through the

24 | Digital - Medi a- Educati on-Infrastructure Fund in the Ofice of
25| Touri sm Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent.

26 Section 10. |ITFlorida, in consultation with Enterprise
27| Florida, Inc., shall develop a marketing plan to pronote the
28 | state as digital-nedia-friendly, as a digital-nedia-ready

29 | environnent, and as a national |eader in the devel opnent and
30 | distribution of broadband-digital -nmedia content, technol ogy,
31| and education. The marketing plan nust identify critica

13
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roles for various public and private partners and establish a

mar keting tineline and goals. The plan nust be conpl eted by
Decenber 31, 2000.
Section 11. This act shall take effect upon beconming a

| aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEF SUE%THIgIE FOR
or

© 00 N o O DN P

=
o
5
0]
8
E

i xed stipends and sal ary
bill and provides that

Chancel |l or, and the

ific reference is also

W RN NNDNDNDNDDNNNDNERRR PR R PR R PR
S © N O 0N WNIEPEPO O ~NOO O NN P
ge
=t
o=
<.
o
S =
oo

w
=

14
CODING:Words st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




