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1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the practice of nedicine;
3 anending s. 458.305, F.S.; redefining the term
4 "practice of nedicine"; anending s. 459.003,
5 F.S.; redefining the term"practice of
6 osteopathic nedicine"; anending s. 641. 495,
7 F.S.; providing that the rendering of an
8 adverse determ nation by a health mai ntenance
9 organi zation or prepaid health clinic
10 constitutes the practice of nedicine by the
11 nmedi cal director of the organization or clinic;
12 providing requirenents for the nedical director
13 of a health nmintenance organi zati on or prepaid
14 health clinic with respect to adverse
15 determ nati ons made by the organi zation or
16 clinic; providing an effective date.
17
18 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19
20 Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 458.305, Florida
21| Statutes, is anended to read:
22 458.305 Definitions.--As used in this chapter
23 (3) "Practice of nedicine" nmeans the diagnosis
24 | treatnent, operation, or prescription for any hunman di sease,
25| pain, injury, deformity, or other physical or nental condition
26 | or the nodification or denial of a treatnent plan for the
27 | treatnent of any human di sease, pain, injury, deformty, or
28 | other physical or nental condition, including judgnents of
29 | nedi cal necessity. The "practice of nedicine" does not include
30 | coverage decisions for purposes of insurance benefits as |ong
31| as nedical judgnents are not involved.
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Section 2. Subsection (3) of section 459.003, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

459.003 Definitions.--As used in this chapter

(3) "Practice of osteopathic nedicine" neans the
di agnosi s, treatnent, operation, or prescription for any human
di sease, pain, injury, deformty, or other physical or nental
condition or the nodification or denial of a treatnent plan

for the treatnent of any human di sease, pain, injury,

deformty, or other physical or nental condition, which

practice is based in part upon educational standards and
requi rements whi ch enphasi ze the inportance of the

nmuscul oskel etal structure and mani pul ative therapy in the
mai nt enance and restoration of health. The "practice of

ost eopat hi ¢ nedi ci ne" does not include coverage decisions for

pur poses of insurance benefits as long as nedical judgnents

are not invol ved.
Section 3. Subsection (11) of section 641.495, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

641. 495 Requirenents for issuance and nmi nt enance of
certificate.--

(11) The organi zation shall designate a nedica
director who is a physician |icensed under chapter 458 or
chapter 459. For every adverse determ nation nade by the

organi zati on regardi ng any subscriber, the nedical director is

required to docunent and sign the subscriber's nedical records

setting forth the facts regarding the organi zation's adverse

determ nation and the rationale for such decision. The

rendering of an adverse deternination by an organi zati on shal

constitute the practice of nedicine, as defined in s. 458. 305,

by the nedical director of the organizati on.
Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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3
Redefines the terns "practice of nedicine" and "practice

4 of osteopathic nedicine" to inc|lude the nodification or
deni al of treatnment plans. Provides that the rendering of

5 an adverse determ nation by a health mai ntenance
organi zation or_prepaid health clinic constitutes the

6 practice of nedicine by the nedical director of the
organi zation or clinic: Wth respect to adverse . ]

7 deferm nati ons made by a heal t h. mai nt enance organi zati on
or prepaid health clinic regarding any subscri ber

8 requires the nedical director of the organization or
clinic to docunent and sign the subscriber's nedica

9 records setting forth the facts regarding the adverse

10 determ nation and the rationale for such™decision
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