Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 1694

By the Cormittee on Natural Resources and Senat or Saunders

312-1805-00

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to Evergl ades restoration and
3 fundi ng; anmending s. 201.15, F.S.; authorizing
4 the distribution of docunentary stanp tax funds
5 to the Evergl ades Restoration Reserve Trust

6 Fund; anmending s. 215.22, F.S.; excluding the
7 trust fund fromthe general revenue surcharge;
8 anmending s. 259.101, F.S.; providing for a

9 redi stribution of Preservation 2000 program
10 cash bal ances; deleting a requirenent for the
11 redi stribution of specified unencunbered

12 bal ances; deleting a provision for the carrying
13 forward of unspent funds; abrogating the repea
14 of provisions relating to the acquisition of
15 |l ess than fee-sinple title to |ands; abrogating
16 for schedul ed repeal of s. 259.101(3), F.S.

17 anending s. 259.105, F.S.; providing for the
18 transfer of funds fromthe Florida Forever

19 Trust Fund into the Evergl ades Restoration
20 Reserve Trust Fund; anending s. 259.1051, F. S
21 excl udi ng Evergl ades Restoration Reserve Trust
22 Fund distributions froma requirenent that the
23 funds be spent within a specified tine after
24 transfer; creating s. 373.470, F.S.; creating
25 the "Evergl ades I nvestnent and Accountability
26 Act"; defining terns; providing findings;
27 providing for the deposit of specified funds
28 into the Evergl ades Restoration Reserve Trust
29 Fund; providing for supplenental funds;
30 providing for distributions fromthe trust
31 fund; providing for credit for work perforned,
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providing for an annual report and a progress
report; anmending s. 375.045, F.S.; excluding
Ever gl ades Restoration Reserve Trust Fund
distributions froma requirenent that they be
spent within a specified tine after transfer
requiring the South Florida Water Managenent
District to take action to assure that a
speci fied deed reservation is ternminated by a
specified date; providing effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Effective July 1, 2001, section 201. 15,
Florida Statutes, as anended by section 2 of chapter 99-247,
Laws of Florida, is anended to read:

201.15 Distribution of taxes collected.--Al taxes
col l ected under this chapter shall be distributed as foll ows
and shall be subject to the service charge inposed in s.
215.20(1), except that such service charge shall not be |evied
agai nst any portion of taxes pledged to debt service on bonds
to the extent that the anobunt of the service charge is
required to pay any anmounts relating to the bonds:

(1) Sixty-two and sixty-three hundredths percent of
the remai ning taxes coll ected under this chapter shall be used
for the foll owi ng purposes:

(a) Anounts as shall be necessary to pay the debt
service on, or fund debt service reserve funds, rebate
obligations, or other anobunts payable with respect to
Preservati on 2000 bonds issued pursuant to s. 375.051 and
Fl ori da Forever bonds issued pursuant to s. 215.618, shall be
paid into the State Treasury to the credit of the Land

2

CODING:WOrds st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 1694
312-18

i
1805- 00

1| Acquisition Trust Fund to be used for such purposes. The

2 | amount transferred to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund for such
3 | purposes shall not exceed $300 million in fiscal year

4| 1999-2000 and thereafter for Preservation 2000 bonds and bonds
5] issued to refund Preservati on 2000 bonds, and $300 nmillion in
6| fiscal year 2000-2001 and thereafter for Florida Forever

7 | bonds. The annual anount transferred to the Land Acquisition

8| Trust Fund for Florida Forever bonds shall not exceed $30

9| mllioninthe first fiscal year in which bonds are issued.

10| The linmtation on the anbunt transferred shall be increased by
11 | an additional $30 million in each subsequent fiscal year in

12 | whi ch bonds are authorized to be issued, but shall not exceed
13| a total of $300 million in any fiscal year for all bonds

14 | issued. It is the intent of the Legislature that all bonds

15| issued to fund the Florida Forever Act be retired by Decenber
16 | 31, 2030. Except for bonds issued to refund previously issued
17 | bonds, no series of bonds may be issued pursuant to this

18 | paragraph unl ess such bonds are approved and the first year's
19 | debt service for such bonds is specifically appropriated in
20| the General Appropriations Act. For purposes of refunding
21 | Preservation 2000 bonds, anpunts designated within this
22 | section for Preservation 2000 and Florida Forever bonds nay be
23 | transferred between the two progranms to the extent provided
24 | for in the docunents authorizing the issuance of the bonds.
25| The Preservati on 2000 bonds and Fl ori da Forever bonds shall be
26 | equal ly and ratably secured by noneys distributable to the
27 | Land Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to this section, except
28 | to the extent specifically provided otherwi se by the docunents
29 | authori zing the issuance of the bonds. No noneys transferred
30| to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to this paragraph
31
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or earnings thereon, shall be used or nmade avail able to pay
debt service on the Save Qur Coast revenue bonds.

(b) The renmi nder of the noneys distributed under this
subsection, after the required paynent under paragraph (a),
shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of the
Land Acquisition Trust Fund and may be used for any purpose
for which funds deposited in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund
may |awfully be used. Paynents nade under this paragraph shal
continue until the cunulative amount credited to the Land
Acqui sition Trust Fund for the fiscal year under this
par agraph and paragraph (2)(b) equals 70 percent of the
current official forecast for distributions of taxes collected
under this chapter pursuant to subsection (2). As used in this
paragraph, the term"current official forecast" neans the nost
recent forecast as determ ned by the Revenue Estimating
Conference. If the current official forecast for a fiscal year
changes after payments under this paragraph have ended during
that fiscal year, no further paynents are required under this
par agraph during the fiscal year

(c) The renmi nder of the noneys distributed under this
subsection, after the required paynents under paragraph (a),
shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of the
CGeneral Revenue Fund of the state to be used and expended for
t he purposes for which the General Revenue Fund was created
and exists by law or to the Ecosystem Managenent and
Restoration Trust Fund as provided in subsection (11) or to
the Evergl ades Restoration Reserve Trust Fund as provided in

subsection (12).

(2) Seven and fifty-six hundredths percent of the
remai ni ng taxes coll ected under this chapter shall be used for
the foll owi ng purposes:
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(a) Beginning in the nonth following the final paynment
for a fiscal year under paragraph (1)(b), avail abl e noneys
shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of the
CGeneral Revenue Fund of the state to be used and expended for
t he purposes for which the General Revenue Fund was created
and exists by law or to the Ecosystem Managenent and
Restoration Trust Fund as provided in subsection (11) or to
the Evergl ades Restoration Reserve Trust Fund as provided in

subsection (12). Paynents nade under this paragraph shal

continue until the cumulative amount credited to the Genera
Revenue Fund for the fiscal year under this paragraph equals
the cumnul ati ve paynents nade under paragraph (1)(b) for the
sane fiscal year.

(b) The renmi nder of the noneys distributed under this
subsection shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit
of the Land Acquisition Trust Fund. Suns deposited in the fund
pursuant to this subsection may be used for any purpose for
whi ch funds deposited in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund nmay
| awful | y be used.

(3) ©One and ninety-four hundredths percent of the
remai ni ng taxes coll ected under this chapter shall be paid
into the State Treasury to the credit of the Land Acquisition
Trust Fund. Moneys deposited in the trust fund pursuant to
this section shall be used for the foll owi ng purposes:

(a) Sixty percent of the noneys shall be used to
acquire coastal lands or to pay debt service on bonds issued
to acquire coastal |ands; and

(b) Forty percent of the noneys shall be used to
devel op and nmanage | ands acquired with noneys fromthe Land
Acqui sition Trust Fund.
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(4) Four and two-tenths percent of the remmining taxes
coll ected under this chapter shall be paid into the State
Treasury to the credit of the Water Managenent Lands Trust
Fund. Suns deposited in that fund may be used for any purpose
aut horized in s. 373.59.

(5) Four and two-tenths percent of the remmining taxes
coll ected under this chapter shall be paid into the State
Treasury to the credit of the Conservation and Recreation
Lands Trust Fund to carry out the purposes set forth in s.
259.032. Nine and one-half percent of the anpbunt credited to
t he Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund pursuant to
this subsection shall be transferred to the State Gane Trust
Fund and used for |and nanagenent activities.

(6) Two and twenty-ei ght hundredths percent of the
remai ni ng taxes coll ected under this chapter shall be paid
into the State Treasury to the credit of the Aquatic Pl ant
Control Trust Fund to carry out the purposes set forth in ss.
369. 22 and 369. 252.

(7) One-half of one percent of the renmining taxes
coll ected under this chapter shall be paid into the State
Treasury to the credit of the State Gane Trust Fund to be used
exclusively for the purpose of inplenmenting the Lake
Restoration 2020 Program

(8) One-half of one percent of the renmining taxes
coll ected under this chapter shall be paid into the State
Treasury and divided equally to the credit of the Departnment
of Environnental Protection Gants and Donations Trust Fund to
address water quality inpacts associated with nonagricultura
nonpoi nt sources and to the credit of the Departnent of
Agriculture and Consuner Services General |nspection Trust
Fund to address water quality inpacts associated with
6
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agricul tural nonpoint sources, respectively. These funds shal
be used for research, devel opnent, denonstration, and

i mpl erent ation of suitable best managenent practices or other
neasures used to achieve water quality standards in surface
wat ers and wat er segnents identified pursuant to ss. 303(d) of
the dean Water Act, Pub. L. No. 92-500, 33 U.S.C. ss. 1251 et
seqg. | nplenentation of best nmanagenent practices and ot her
neasures may i nclude cost-share grants, technical assistance,
i mpl erent ation tracking, and conservation | eases or other
agreenents for water quality inprovenent.

(9) Seven and fifty-three hundredths percent of the
remai ni ng taxes coll ected under this chapter shall be paid
into the State Treasury to the credit of the State Housing
Trust Fund and shall be used as foll ows:

(a) Half of that ampunt shall be used for the purposes
for which the State Housing Trust Fund was created and exists
by | aw.

(b) Half of that ampunt shall be paid into the State
Treasury to the credit of the Local Governnent Housing Trust
Fund and shall be used for the purposes for which the Loca
Gover nnment Housing Trust Fund was created and exists by | aw.

(10) Eight and sixty-six hundredths percent of the
remai ni ng taxes coll ected under this chapter shall be paid
into the State Treasury to the credit of the State Housing
Trust Fund and shall be used as foll ows:

(a) Twelve and one-half percent of that anmpunt shal
be deposited into the State Housing Trust Fund and be expended
by the Departnent of Community Affairs and by the Florida
Housi ng Fi nance Corporation Ageney for the purposes for which
the State Housing Trust Fund was created and exists by | aw
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(b) Eighty-seven and one-hal f percent of that anpunt
shall be distributed to the Local Government Housing Trust
Fund and shall be used for the purposes for which the Loca
CGover nnment Housing Trust Fund was created and exists by | aw.
Funds fromthis category may al so be used to provide for state
and | ocal services to assist the honel ess.

(11) Fromthe noneys specified in paragraphs (1)(c)
and (2)(a) and prior to deposit of any nopneys into the Genera
Revenue Fund, $10 million shall be paid into the State
Treasury to the credit of the Ecosystem Managenent and
Restoration Trust Fund in fiscal year 1998-1999, $20 million
in fiscal year 1999-2000, and $30 nmillion in fiscal year
2000- 2001 and each fiscal year thereafter, to be used for the
preservation and repair of the state's beaches as provided in
ss. 161.091-161.212.

(12) Beginning in fiscal year 2001-2002, fromthe
noneys specified in paragraphs (1)(c) and (2)(a) and before

deposit of any noneys into the General Revenue Fund, $75

mllion shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of

the Evergl ades Restoration Reserve Trust Fund. This subsection

expires June 30, 2010.

(13) (¥2) The Department of Revenue may use the
paynents credited to trust funds pursuant to paragraphs (1)(b)
and (2)(b) and subsections (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8, (9),
and (10) to pay the costs of the collection and enforcenent of

the tax levied by this chapter. The percentage of such costs
whi ch may be assessed against a trust fund is a ratio, the
nunerator of which is paynents credited to that trust fund
under this section and the denoninator of which is the sum of
payment s made under paragraphs (1)(b) and (2)(b) and
subsections (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), (9, and (10).
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1 (14) (33> The distribution of proceeds deposited into

2 | the Water Managenent Lands Trust Fund and the Conservation and
3 | Recreation Lands Trust Fund, pursuant to subsections (4) and
41 (5), shall not be used for |and acquisition, but may be used
5| for preacquisition costs associated with |and purchases. The
6 | Legislature intends that the Florida Forever program suppl ant
7| the acquisition prograns fornmerly authorized under ss. 259.032
8| and 373.59. Prior to the 2005 Regul ar Session of the

9| Legislature, the Acquisition and Restoration Council shal

10 | revi ew and nake recommendations to the Legi sl ature concerning
11| the need to repeal this provision. Based on these

12 | reconmendations, the Legislature shall review the need to

13 | repeal this provision during the 2005 Regul ar Session

14 (15) (34) Amounts distributed pursuant to subsections

15] (5), (6), (7) and (8) are subject to the paynent of debt

16 | service on outstandi ng Conservation and Recreation Lands

17 | revenue bonds.

18 Section 2. Paragraph (v) is added to subsection (1) of
19 | section 215.22, Florida Statutes, to read:
20 215.22 Certain income and certain trust funds
21 | exenpt. - -
22 (1) The following income of a revenue nature or the
23| following trust funds shall be exenpt fromthe deduction
24 | required by s. 215.20(1):
25 (v) The Evergl ades Restoration Trust Fund.
26 Section 3. Subsections (3) and (9) of section 259.101
27| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
28 259.101 Florida Preservation 2000 Act.--
29 (3) LAND ACQUI SI TI ON PROGRAMS SUPPLEMENTED. - - Less t he
30 | costs of issuance, the costs of funding reserve accounts, and
31| other costs with respect to the bonds, the proceeds of bonds

9
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i ssued pursuant to this act shall be deposited into the

Fl orida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund created by s. 375.045.
Ten percent of the proceeds of any bonds deposited into the
Preservation 2000 Trust Fund shall be distributed by the
Departnent of Environnental Protection to the Departnent of
Environnental Protection for the purchase by the South Florida
Wat er Managenment District of lands in Dade, Broward, and Pal m
Beach Counties identified in s. 7, chapter 95-349, Laws of
Florida. This distribution shall apply for any bond issue for
the 1995-1996 fiscal year. For the 1997-1998 fiscal year only,
$20 million per year fromthe proceeds of any bonds deposited
into the Florida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund shall be

di stributed by the Departnent of Environmental Protection to
the St. Johns Water Managenent District for the purchase of

| ands necessary to restore Lake Apopka. In fiscal year

2000- 2001, for each Florida Preservation 2000 program

descri bed i n paragraphs (3)(a) through (3)(g), that portion of

each programi s total renmi ning cash bal ance which, as of June

30, 2000, exceeds the programis total remaining appropriation

bal ances shall be redistributed by the departnent and

deposited into the Evergl ades Restorati on Reserve Trust Fund

for land acquisition. For purposes of calculating the total

remai ni ng cash bal ances for this redistribution, the Florida

Preservati on 2000 Series 2000 bond proceeds, incl uding

interest thereon, and the fiscal year 1999-2000 Genera

Appropri ations Act anounts shall be deducted fromthe

remai ni ng cash and appropriation bal ances, respectively. The

remai ni ng proceeds shall be distributed by the Departnment of
Environnmental Protection in the followi ng manner
(a) Fifty percent to the Departnment of Environnental
Protection for the purchase of public |ands as described in s.
10
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1| 259.032. O this 50 percent, at l|least one-fifth shall be used
2| for the acquisition of coastal |ands.

3 (b) Thirty percent to the Departnent of Environnenta

4| Protection for the purchase of water nmanagenent |ands pursuant
5|]to s. 373.59, to be distributed anong the water nanagenent

6| districts as provided in that section. Funds received by each
7| district may al so be used for acquisition of |ands necessary

8| to inplenment surface water inprovenent and nmanagenent pl ans

9 | approved in accordance with s. 373.456 or for acquisition of
10 | ands necessary to inplenent the Evergl ades Construction

11| Project authorized by s. 373.4592.

12 (c) Ten percent to the Departnent of Community Affairs
13| to provide land acquisition grants and | oans to | oca

14 | governnents through the Florida Communities Trust pursuant to
15| part |11l of chapter 380. Fromfunds allocated to the trust,
16 | $3 million annually shall be used by the Geen Swanp Land

17 | Authority specifically for the purchase through | and

18 | protection agreenents, as defined in s. 380.0677(4)s+

19 | 386-067745), of lands, or severable interests or rights in
20| lands, in the G een Swanp Area of Critical State Concern
21| Fromfunds allocated to the trust, $3 mllion annually shal
22 | be used by the Monroe County Conprehensive Plan Land Authority
23 | specifically for the purchase of any real property interest in
24 | either those | ands subject to the Rate of G owth O di nances
25 | adopted by |l ocal governnents in Monroe County or those | ands
26 | within the boundary of an approved Conservation and Recreation
27 | Lands project located within the Florida Keys or Key Wst
28 | Areas of Critical State Concern; however, title to | ands
29 | acquired within the boundary of an approved Conservation and
30 | Recreation Lands project may, in accordance with an approved
31| joint acquisition agreenent, vest in the Board of Trustees of

11
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1| the Internal Inprovenent Trust Fund. O the renmining funds
2| allocated to the trust after the above transfers occur

3| one-half shall be matched by | ocal governments on a

4| dollar-for-dollar basis. To the extent allowed by federa

5] requirenents for the use of bond proceeds, the trust shal

6 | expend Preservation 2000 funds to carry out the purposes of
7| part 111 of chapter 380.

8 (d) Two and nine-tenths percent to the Departnent of
9 | Environnental Protection for the purchase of inholdings and
10| additions to state parks. For the purposes of this paragraph
11| "state park" nmeans all real property in the state under the
12 | jurisdiction of the Division of Recreation and Parks of the

13 | departnent, or which may cone under its jurisdiction

14 (e) Two and nine-tenths percent to the Division of

15| Forestry of the Departnent of Agriculture and Consumner

16 | Services to fund the acquisition of state forest inholdings
17 | and additions pursuant to s. 589.07.

18 (f) Two and nine-tenths percent to the Fish and

19 | Widlife Conservati on Gare—antd—Fresh—Water—Fi-sh Commi ssion to
20| fund the acquisition of inholdings and additions to | ands

21 | managed by the commission which are inportant to the

22 | conservation of fish and wildlife.

23 (g) ©One and three-tenths percent to the Departnment of
24 | Environnental Protection for the Florida Geenways and Trails
25| Program to acquire greenways and trails or greenways and

26 | trails systens pursuant to chapter 260, including, but not

27| limted to, abandoned railroad rights-of-way and the Florida
28 | National Scenic Trail

29

30 | Local governnents nay use federal grants or |oans, private

31| donations, or environnmental mtigation funds, including

12
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environnental nitigation funds required pursuant to s.

338. 250, for any part or all of any local match required for
t he purposes described in this subsection. Bond proceeds

al | ocated pursuant to paragraph (c) may be used to purchase

| ands on the priority lists devel oped pursuant to s. 259.035.
Title to | ands purchased pursuant to paragraphs (a), (d), (e),
(f), and (g) shall be vested in the Board of Trustees of the
Internal I|nprovenent Trust Fund, except that title to | ands,
or rights or interests therein, acquired by either the

Sout hwest Fl orida Water Managenent District or the St. Johns
Ri ver Water Managenent District in furtherance of the Geen
Swanp Land Authority's mission pursuant to s. 380.0677(2)s+
386066773}, shall be vested in the district where the

acqui sition project is located. Title to |ands purchased

pursuant to paragraph (c) may be vested in the Board of
Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund, except that
title to lands, or rights or interests therein, acquired by
ei ther the Sout hwest Florida Water Managenent District or the
St. Johns River Water Managenent District in furtherance of
the Green Swanp Land Authority's m ssion pursuant to s.
380. 0677(2) s—386-06743), shall be vested in the district
where the acquisition project is |ocated. FThis—subsection—+s
repealed—effeetiveCOctober—1,—2000—Prior—torepeal—the

ol b . I - heduled_t I

| chalt—d . hetd " I

- I .

(9)(a) The Legislature finds that, with the increasing
pressures on the natural areas of this state, the state nust
devel op creative techniques to maxim ze the use of acquisition
and managenent noneys. The Legislature also finds that the
state's environnental | and-buying agencies should be

13
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encouraged to augrment their traditional, fee sinple

acqui sition prograns with the use of alternatives to fee
sinpl e acquisition techniques. The Legislature also finds
that using alternatives to fee sinple acquisition by public

| and- buyi ng agencies will achieve the follow ng public policy
goal s:

1. Allownore lands to be brought under public
protection for preservation, conservation, and recreationa
pur poses at | ess expense using public funds.

2. Retain, on local governnent tax rolls, sone portion
of or interest in |ands which are under public protection

3. Reduce long-term nmanagenent costs by all ow ng
private property owners to continue acting as stewards of the
| and, where appropriate.

Therefore, it is the intent of the Legislature that public

| and- buyi ng agenci es devel op prograns to pursue alternatives
to fee sinple acquisition and to educate private | andowners
about such alternatives and the benefits of such alternatives.
It also is the intent of the Legislature that the departnment
and the wat er nmanagenent districts spend a portion of their
shares of Preservation 2000 bond proceeds to purchase eligible
properties using alternatives to fee sinple acquisition.
Finally, it is the intent of the Legislature that public
agencies acquire lands in fee sinple for public access and
recreational activities. Lands protected using alternatives
to fee sinple acquisition techniques shall not be accessible
to the public unless such access is negotiated with and agreed
to by the private | andowners who retain interests in such

| ands.

14
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(b) The Land Acquisition Advisory Council and the
wat er managenent districts shall identify, within their 1997

acqui sition plans, those projects which require a full fee
sinple interest to achieve the public policy goals, along with
the reasons why full title is deternmned to be necessary. The
council and the water nmanagenent districts nay use
alternatives to fee sinple acquisition to bring the renaining
projects in their acquisition plans under public protection
For the purposes of this subsection, the term"alternatives to
fee sinple acquisition" includes, but is not limted to:
purchase of devel opnent rights; conservation easenents;

fl owage easenents; purchase of tinber rights, mneral rights,
or hunting rights; purchase of agricultural interests or
silvicultural interests; land protection agreenents; fee
sinpl e acquisitions with reservations; or any other

acqui sition techni que which achi eves the public policy goals
listed in paragraph (a). It is presuned that a private

| andowner retains the full range of uses for all the rights or
interests in the | andowner's |and which are not specifically
acquired by the public agency. Life estates and fee sinple
acqui sitions with | easeback provisions shall not qualify as an
alternative to fee sinple acquisition under this subsection

al t hough the departnent and the districts are encouraged to
use such techni ques where appropriate.

(c) Beginning in fiscal year 1996-1997, the departnment
and each water managenent district shall inplenent initiatives
to use alternatives to fee sinple acquisition and to educate
private | andowners about such alternatives. These initiatives
shall include at |least two acquisitions a year by the
departnment and each water nmanagenent district utilizing
alternatives to fee sinple.

15
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(d) The Legislature finds that the lack of direct
sal es conparison information has served as an inpedinent to
successful inplenentation of alternatives to fee sinple
acquisition. It is the intent of the Legislature that, in the
absence of direct conparable sales information, appraisals of
alternatives to fee sinple acquisitions be based on the
di fference between the full fee sinple valuation and the val ue
of the interests remaining with the seller after acquisition

(e) The public agency which has been assi gned

managenent responsibility shall inspect and nonitor any
| ess-than-fee-sinple interest according to the terns of the

purchase agreenent relating to such interest.
()% I . 3  beainn .
T I _— . f I I
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2~ The departnent and the water nmanagenent districts
may enter into joint acquisition agreenents to jointly fund
t he purchase of lands using alternatives to fee sinple
t echni ques.

Section 4. Subsection (11) of section 259.105, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

259.105 The Florida Forever Act.--

(11) For the purposes of funding projects pursuant to

paragraph (3)(a), the Secretary of Environnental Protection
shal | ensure that each water managenent district receives the
foll owi ng percentage of funds annually:

(a) Thirty-five percent to the South Florida Water

Managenent District, of which anbunt $25 million shall be
17
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transferred by the Departnent of Environnental Protection to

t he Evergl ades Restorati on Reserve Trust Fund.

(b) Twenty-five percent to the Southwest Florida Water
Managenent District.

(c) Twenty-five percent to the St. John's River Water
Managenent District.

(d) Seven and one-half percent to the Suwannee River
Wat er Managenent District.

(e) Seven and one-half percent to the Northwest
Fl ori da Water Managenent District.

Section 5. Subsection (2) of section 259.1051, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

259.1051 Florida Forever Trust Fund.--

(2) The Departnent of Environnental Protection shal
di stribute revenues fromthe Florida Forever Trust Fund only
to prograns of state agencies or |ocal governnments as set out
ins. 259.105(3). Excluding distributions to the Evergl ades
Restorati on Reserve Trust Fund,the distributions shall be

spent by the recipient within 90 days after the date on which
the Departnent of Environnmental Protection initiates the
transfer.

Section 6. Section 373.470, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

373.470 EVERG.ADES RESTORATI ON. - -

(1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the
"Ever gl ades I nvestnent and Accountability Act."

(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
(a) "Conprehensive plan" neans the Recommended

Conpr ehensi ve Pl an for Evergl ades Restoration and Water

Resour ce Managenent within the South Florida Ecosystem
identified as the "Initial Draft Plan, Alternative D 13R
18
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1| together with Oher Project Elenents" subnitted to Congress on
2| July 1, 1999, and devel oped by the Central and Sout hern

3| Florida Project Conprehensive Review Study or "Restudy" as

4| defined in s. 373.1501. The conprehensive plan will be further
5] devel oped in a continuing research, analysis, planning, and
6 | desi gn process.

7 (b) "Corps" neans the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers.

8 (c) "District" neans the South Florida Water

9 | Managenent District.

10 (d) "Project" neans the Central and Southern Florida
11| Project authorized under the headi ng "CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN
12 | FLORIDA" in section 203 of the Flood Control Act of 1948 (62
13| Stat. 1176), and any nodification to the project authorized by
14 | I aw

15 (e) "PIR' neans a Project |nplenentation Report as

16 | described in the report of the Central and Southern Florida
17 | Proj ect Conprehensive Review Study subnitted to Congress on
18 | July 1, 1999.

19 (f) "Project conponent" neans a structural or

20 | operational nodification of the project.

21 (g) "South Florida Ecosystem neans the area within
22 | the boundaries of the district consisting of all |ands and
23 | waters within the district, including the Evergl ades, the

24 | Florida Keys, the contiguous near-shore coastal waters,

25| agricultural areas, urban areas, and all other natural or

26 | devel oped areas within the district.

27 (3) LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT. - - The Legi sl ature
28 | finds that:

29 (a) Developnent within the South Florida Ecosystem
30 | i ncluding construction and operation of the project has

3l | resulted in the reduction of natural water storage, the | oss

19
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of fresh water to tide, and uni ntended environnental inpacts,

including | ower water quality and disruption of Evergl ades

hydr operi ods.

(b) Additional water resource devel opnent through

proj ect conponents and other features identified in a

conti nui ng pl anni ng process described in this section will be

necessary to neet the water supply needs of the environnment

and the econony within the South Florida Ecosystem

(c) The Legislature intends that the conprehensive

pl an be inplenented and used as a guide and framework for a

conti nuing planning process that will devel op further

nodi fications and additions to the project for the purposes

provided in the Federal Water Resource Devel opnent Act of 1996
whi ch i ncl ude:
1. Restoring, preserving, and protecting the South

Fl ori da Ecosystem

2. Providing for the protection of water quality and

reducing the loss of fresh water fromthe Evergl ades; and

3. Providing such features as are necessary to neet

the other water-rel ated needs of the region, including flood

control, the enhancenent of water supplies, and other

obj ectives served by the project.

(d) The project conponents described in the

conpr ehensive plan will need further engi neering and econonic

anal ysis as provided in the conprehensive plan, and the

Legislature intends that Project |Inplenentation Reports:

1. Deternmine that the project conponents will be

feasible, efficient, and cost-effective in the manner provided
by s. 373.1501;

20
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2. Determine the benefits to be provided consi stent

with the report of the Conprehensive Review Study of the

project subnmitted to Congress on July 1, 1999; and

3. Be consistent with the purposes of the Federa
Wat er Resource Devel opnent Act of 1996.
(e) Inplenentation of the conprehensive plan is

projected to require several billion dollars fromstate

fundi ng sources to match federal contributions when authorized

and appropriated by Congress. The Legislature intends by this

section to establish an appropriate state-funding nechanismto

assure sufficient funds for inplenentation of the

conpr ehensi ve pl an

(f) The Legislature intends to establish a ful

partnership between the state and the Federal Governnent for

the i npl enentati on of the conprehensive plan and further

pl anni ng process through the construction and operation of

proj ect conponents based upon joint decisionnmaking as equa

partners between the corps and the district for all project

nmanagenent deci si ons, except where the state or | ocal sponsor

has full control

(4) EVERG.ADES RESTORATI ON RESERVE TRUST FUND; FUNDS
AUTHORI ZED FOR DEPCSI T. --The foll owi ng funds may be deposited
into the Evergl ades Restorati on Reserve Trust Fund created by

s. 373.472 to finance inplenentation of the Conprehensive

Pl an:

(a) In fiscal year 2000-2001, funds described in s.
259. 101(3);

(b) Funds described in s. 373.470(5);

(c) Federal funds appropriated by the United States

Congress for inplenentation of the Conprehensive Pl an

21
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(d) Any additional funds appropriated by the

Legi sl ature for the purpose of inplenenting the Conprehensive

Pl an; and
(e) G fts designated for inplenentation of the

Conpr ehensive Plan fromindividuals, corporations, or other

entities.

(5) EVERG.ADES RESTORATI ON RESERVE TRUST FUND
SUPPLEMENTED. - -

(a) For each year of the 9 consecutive years begi nning
with fiscal year 2001-2002, $75 nmillion of the funds descri bed
ins. 201.15(12) shall be deposited into the Evergl ades
Restoration Reserve Trust Fund created by s. 373.472.

(b) For each year of the 10 consecutive years

begi nning with fiscal year 2000-2001, the departnent shal

deposit $25 nillion of the funds allocated to the district by
t he departnment under s. 259.105(11)(a) into the Evergl ades
Restoration Reserve Trust Fund created by s. 373.472.

(6) DI STRI BUTI ONS FROM EVERGLADES RESTORATI ON RESERVE
TRUST FUND. - - The departnment shall distribute funds in the
Ever gl ades Restoration Reserve Trust Fund to the district in
accordance with s. 373.026(8)(b)-(c); except that al
di stributions of funds deposited in the Evergl ades Restoration

Reserve Trust Fund under s. 373.470(5) nust be matched on an

equal basis by the | ocal sponsor of the project conponent.
(7) CREDIT FOR | N-KI ND WORK PERFORMED. - - The dol | ar
val ue of in-kind work perfornmed by the district in furtherance

of the Conprehensive Plan and credited agai nst funds required

fromthe | ocal sponsor of the project conponent is also a

credit against the district's share of funds required for

i npl erentation of the Conprehensive Plan under this section

22
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(8) ANNUAL REPCRT. --To provide enhanced oversi ght of
and accountability for the financial conmtnents established

under this act and the progress nmade in the inplenmentation of

t he Conprehensive Plan, the follow ng report nust be prepared

annual | y:
(a) The district, in cooperation with the departnent,

shall provide the following information as it relates to

i npl erentation of the Conprehensive Pl an:

1. An identification of funds, by source and anmount,

received by the state and by each | ocal sponsor during the

fiscal year;

2. An itemzation of expenditures, by source and

anmount, nmade by the state and by each | ocal sponsor during the

fiscal year;

3. A description of the purpose for which the funds

wer e expended;

4. The unencunbered bal ance of funds remaining in

trust funds or other accounts designated for inplenentation of

t he Conprehensive Plan; and

5. A schedule of anticipated expenditures for the next

fiscal year.

(b) The departnent shall prepare a detailed report on

all funds expended by the state and credited toward the

state's share of funding for inplenmentation of the

Conpr ehensi ve Plan. The report shall include:

1. A description of all expenditures, by source and

amount, fromthe Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund,

the Land Acquisition Trust Fund, the Preservati on 2000 Trust

Fund, the Florida Forever Trust Fund, the Evergl ades

Restorati on Reserve Trust Fund, and ot her nanmed funds or

accounts for the acquisition or construction of project
23
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1| conmponents or other features or facilities that benefit the

2 | Conprehensi ve Pl an;

3 2. A description of the purposes for which the funds
4 | were expended; and

5 3. The unencunbered fiscal -year-end bal ance t hat

6| remains in each trust fund or account identified in

7 | subparagraph 1

8 (c) The district, in cooperation with the departnent,
9| shall provide a detailed report on progress nade in the

10 | i npl enentati on of the Conprehensive Plan, including the status
11 ) of all project conponents initiated after the date this act
12 | takes effect or the date of the |last report prepared under

13 | this subsection, whichever is |ater

14

15| The report shall be provided to the Governor, the President of
16 | the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
17 | and copies nust be nade available to the public. The initial
18 | report is due by Novenber 30, 2000, and on Novenber 30

19 | annually thereafter

20 Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 375.045, Florida
21| Statutes, is anended to read:

22 375.045 Florida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund.--

23 (2) The Departnent of Environnental Protection shal
24 | distribute revenues fromthe Florida Preservation 2000 Trust
25| Fund only to prograns of state agencies or |ocal governnents
26 | as set out in s. 259.101(3). Excluding distributions to the
27 | Evergl ades Restoration Reserve Trust Fund, such distributions
28 | shall be spent by the recipient within 90 days after the date
29 | on which the Departnent of Environnental Protection initiates
30| the transfer.

31

24
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Section 8. The South Florida Water Managenent District
shal|l issue, on or before April 30, 2002, the "Advance Notice
of Construction" referenced in paragraph 31(c) of the Genera

Warranty Deed dated March 26, 1999, recorded at ORB 11016,
page 546, Records of Pal m Beach County, Florida. Subsequent to

t he i ssuance of the Advance Notice of Construction, the South

Fl ori da Water Managenent District shall issue each "Notice of

Construction Inpact" and "Notice to Vacate" referenced in

par agraph 31(c) of the aforenmentioned General Warranty Deed at

the earliest possible dates pernissible under the terns of

that instrunent. The intent of this sectionis to require that

the South Florida Water Managenent District take action to

assure that the reservation provided for in the deed to the

Tal i sman Lower Ranch and associ ated tradel and parcels is
termnated no later than March 31, 2005, and that all | ands
specifically subject to the March 31, 2005, Reservation

Ternination provision are renpved fromagricul tural production

and i medi ately available for the construction of water

storage, Everglades restoration, and rel ated water nanagenent

projects on that date.

Section 9. Except as otherw se provided in this act,
this act shall take effect June 30, 2000.

25
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1694

The comrittee substitute deletes a BFOVISIOH repealing s.

259, 101(3), F.S., on Cctober 1, 200 as well as_provisions

aut hori zi ng the South Florida Water Managenment District

EgFWND to deposit funds budgeted for inplenentation of the

¢ np{eFenglve Plan into the Evergl ades Restoration Reserve
rus und.

Except for the definition of "District," the definitions and
findings contained in s. 373.470(2) and (3), F.S., have been

revi sed. New definitions include:

- "Conpr ehensi ve plan" neans the Reconmended Conpr ehensi ve
Pl an for Evergl ades Restoration and Water Resource
Managenment wi thin the South Florida Ecosystem
identified as the "lnitial Draft Pl an, ternative

13R, together with Other Project Elenents" submtted
to CongreSs on July 1, 1999, and. devel oped by the
Central _and Southefn Fl orida Project Conprehéensive
Revi ew Study or "Restudy" as defined in s. 373.1501. The
conpr ehensi ve plan w il be further developed in a
conti nuing research, analysis, planning, and design
pr ocess.

- "Corps" neans the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers.District.

- "Project" neans the Central and Sout hern Florida Project
aut hori zed under the headln? " RAL AND SQUTH
FL " In section 203 of the Flood Control Act of 1948
(62 Stat. 1176), and any nodification to the project
aut hori zed by [ aw

- "PIR' neans a PrO{ect InPIenentatlon Report as. descri bed
in the report of the Central and Southern Florida
Pr oj ect CbnErehenS|ve Revi ew Study submitted to Congress
on July 1, 1999.

- "Prp%ect conponent” neans a structural or operationa
nodi Tication of the project.

e

- "South Florida Ecosystent neans the area within q
an

boundaries of the district consisting of all |an
waters within the district, including the Everg
t he FIorlda_KeYS, t he conti guous near-shore coas
waters, agricultural areas, "urban areas, and al
natural of devel oped areas within the district.

t
d
ades
t

her

h
S
de
a
ot

The bill now provides findings that:

- Devel opnment within the South Florida Ecosystem
construction and operation of the project has r
in the reduction of natural water storage, the
fresh water to tide, and uni ntended. environnent
i npacts, including | ower water quality and disr
Ever gl ades hydropeéri ods.

i ncl udi ng
esul ted

| oss of
al
uption of

- Addi ti onal water resource devel opnent through project
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1 conponents and other features identified in a continuing
pl anni ng process described in this section wll be
2 necessary to neet the water suPﬂ!y needs of the
envi ronnent and the econony within the South Florida
3 Ecosystem
4] - The Legislature intends that_ the conPrehenS|ve pl an be
i mpl ereénted and used as a guide and franework for a
5 continuing planning procesS that will devel op further
nodi fications and additions to the project for the
6 Bgrposes provided in the Federal Water Resource
. vel opnment Act of 1996 which i ncl ude:
1. Restpring, preserving, and protecting the South
8 Fl ori da Ecosystem
9 2. Providing for the protection of water quality and
reducing the loss of fresh water fromthe
10 Ever gl ades; and
11 3 Provi di ng such features as are necessary. to neet
the other water-rel ated needs of the region
12 i ncluding flood control, the enhancenent of water
supplies, and other objectives served by the
13 proj ect.
14 | - The proj ect conPonents described in the conprehensive
plan will need further engineering and econom c anal ysis
15 as provided in the conprehensive plan, and the
16 Legislature intends that Project |Inplenentation Reports:
1. Determne that the project conponents will be
17 feasible, efficient, and cost-effective in the
18 manner provided by s. 373.1501
2. Determ ne the benefits to be ﬂrov!ded consi st ent
19 with the report of the Conprehensive Review Study
of the project submtted to Congress on July 1,
20 1999; and
21 3 Be consistent with the purposes of the Federa
95 Wat er Resource Devel opnent Act of 1996.
- | npl enent ati on of the conprehensive plan is projected to
23 require several billion dollars fromstate fundil ng
sources to match federal contributions when authori zed
24 and appropri at ed bY Congress. The Legislature intends by
this section to establiSh an apProprlate stat e-fundi ng
25 nmechanismto assure sufficient funds for inplenentation
26 of the conprehensive plan
- The Legislature intends to _establish a full partnership
27 between the state and the Federal Governnment for the
i mpl emrent ation of the conprehensive plan and further,
28 pl anni ng Process t hrough the construction and operation
of projéct conponents based upon joint decisionhaking as
29 equal partners between the corps and the district for
al'l project managenent deci sions, except where the state
30 or |ocal sponsor has full control
31| The committee substitute contains a new section 8, which

rovi des:
P 27
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1 The South Florida Water Managenent strict shall issue,
on or before April 30, 2002, "the "Advance Not | ce of

2 Construction" referenced in Rg %ragh 3lgc) of the
Cener al varranty Deed dat ed 1999, recorded at

3 ORB 110 Bage 546, Records of Pal m Beach' County,
FIorlda Su sequent . to the issuance of the Advance

4 Noti ce of Construction, the South Fl orida Water
Managenent District shall issue each "Notice of

5 Consftruction Inpact” and "Notice to Vacate" referenced
i n paragraph 31 2 of the aforenentioned General

6 Warranty Deed at the earliest possible dates pernissible
under the terns of that instrunent. The intent of this

7 section is to require that the South Florida Water
Managenent District take action to assure that the

8 reservation provided for in the deed to the Talisnman
Lower Ranch and associ ated tradel and parcels is

9 termnated no later than March 31, 2005, and that al
| ands specifically subject to the March' 31, 2005,

10 Reservation Term nation provision are renoved from
a%rlcultural production and i medi ately avail able for

11 e construction of water storage, Evergl ades.
restoration, and rel ated water managenent projects on

12 t hat date.

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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