Florida Senate - 2000 SB 1704
By Senators King and Silver

8-1180-00 See HB 851
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to bingo; anending s. 849. 0931
3 F.S.; providing requirenents with respect to
4 t he conduct of bingo by nenbers of charitable,
5 nonprofit, or veterans' organizations; revising
6 definitions; prohibiting tipping of persons
7 directly or indirectly involved in the conduct
8 of bingo; revising requirenents relating to
9 prizes, jackpots, and days and tines when bingo
10 may be conducted; revising requirenents
11 relating to players' responsibilities;
12 prohi biting video or conputerized bingo cards;
13 speci fying prosecution and increasing penalties
14 of persons conducting unaut hori zed bi ngo;
15 all owi ng counties and nunicipalities to inpose
16 stricter regulations and adopt certain zoning
17 ordi nances; providing an effective date.
18
19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
20
21 Section 1. Section 849.0931, Florida Statutes, is
22 | anended to read:
23 849. 0931 Bingo authorized; conditions for conduct;
24 | permitted uses of proceeds; limtations.--
25 (1) As used in this section
26 (a) "Bingo gane" neans and refers to the activity,
27 | commonly known as "hbingo," in which participants pay a sum of
28 | noney for the use of one or nore bingo cards. Wen the gane
29 | coomences, nunbers are drawn by chance, one by one, and
30 | announced. The players cover or mark those announced nunbers
31| on the bingo cards or papers which they have been purchased
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until a player covers or marks an announced sequence of

nunber s recetves—a—given—order—of—nurbers—+n——seguence—that—has
been—preannouneced for that particular gane. The Fhis pl ayer
calls out "bingo" and—is—dectaredthewinner—of—a

predeterwined—prize. The player or players are decl ared

Wi nners upon verification of the proper sequence of nunbers

and then awarded the predetermn ned prize. More than one gane

may be played upon a bingo card, and nunbers called for a
previ ous enre gane nmay be used for a subsequent sueeeeding gane
or ganes by a predeterni ned sequence of nunbers.

(b) "Bingo card" neans a and—refers—to—the flat piece
of paper or thin pasteboard displ ayi ng preprinted nunbers and

a uni que control nunber that refers to a particul ar sequence

of nunbers. It shall be unlawful to knowingly place into play
any bingo card with the sane nunber sequence enptoyed—-by

prayers—engaged—i+n—the—garre—of—bingo. The bingo card shal
not have net fewer than 24 playing nunbers printed on it. The

nunbers played on each card shall be FTheseptayirngrnurbers
shatHH—+ange from 1l through 75, inclusive. Mre than one set

of bingo card nurbers may be printed on a any single piece of

paper .

(c) "Charitable, nonprofit, or veterans' organization"
nmeans an organi zation which has qualified for exenption from
federal inconme tax as an exenpt organization under the
provisions of s. 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954
or s. 528 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as anended;
which is engaged in charitable, civic, comunity, benevol ent,
religious, or scholastic works or other simlar activities.
Al'l such organi zations and activities shall have—ant—whieh
has been in existence and active for a period of 3 years or

nore in Florida.
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(d) "Menber" neans an individual who has qualified for

and has been granted nenbership in a nonprofit organization

aut hori zed to conduct bingo and has |legal voting rights within

sai d organi zation. The nonprofit organi zati on nust have been

in existence for 3 or nore years in this state. It shall be

unl awful to nake persons eligible for nenbership for the

pur pose of assisting an organi zation with the conduct of bingo

ganes.
(e) e "Ohjects" neans a set of 75 precision round

balls that carry the printed letters and nunbers as foll ows:
B-1 through B-15, 1-16 through 1-30, N-31 through N-45, G 46

t hrough G 60, and O 61 through O75. At no tine shall there be
nore or less than 75 objects involved in the playing of any

bi ngo gane or conbi nati on of ganes. #5—baH-s—oer—other

: : e i thd e
: I I I he ot ettt

(f)€er "Rack" neans the device used to store the drawn

and announced nunbers until such tine that a w nner has been

properly verified and the game has been decl ared cl osed. At

that tine, the objects nmust be returned to the receptacle

. . bt o I [ o bei I
and—announced.

(g) - "Receptacl e" neans the container fromwhich al

nunbered objects B-1 through O 75 nust be contained prior to

begi nning a new gane or sequence of nunbers. At no tine shal

there be nore or less than 75 objects in the receptacle hefore

conmenci ng a new gane the—ebjects—are—drawn—or—ejected.
3
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(h) tg) "Session" neans a predeterni ned nunber of ganes

pl ayed consecutively in a single cal endar day by no nore than

one organi zati on destgnated—set—of—gares—ptayed—i+n—atday—or
I s .

(i) "Day" neans a period of tine beginning at 9 a.m

and lasting until 12 m dnight.

(2)(a) None of the provisions of this chapter shall be
construed to prohibit or prevent charities, as defined in this

sect i on, eharttabte—nenprofi-t—or—veterans—eorganizations

pert+otd—of—3—years—or—nore,from conducti ng bi ngo ganes,
provided that all the—enti+e proceeds derived fromthe bingo

conduet—of—sueh ganes, | ess actual business expenses rel ating
to the conduct of the bingo ganes, shall be used for the

purposes as defined in this section, and in no case shall such
proceeds be used for any other purpose whatsoever for—artietes

destgred—tor—and—essentta—to—the—operation—conduct—and

whatseever. The proceeds derived fromthe conduct of bingo
ganes shall not be considered solicitation of public
donati ons.

(b) It is the express intent of the Legislature that
no charitable, nonprofit, or veterans' organization serve as a
sponsor of a bingo gane conducted by another charity as
defined in this section—but—stuech—organtzation—ray—onrty—be
" b I L I I F I dedi
this—act. Only nenbers of a nonprofit organization as defined

4
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in this section may participate in the conduct of any bingo

gane or ganes, regardless of the location of such ganes or

sessi ons and regardl ess of who may own such facility, even if

the facility is owned by anot her organi zation authorized to

conduct bingo under this section. Only nenbers of the

aut hori zed charity will be allowed to coll ect noneys and only

noneys of the authorized nonprofit organi zati on shall be

all oned to bankroll the bingo session. This prohibition does

not include food and drink concession sales, provided that the

concession is operated by soneone other than the organization

conducting the bingo session.

(3) Each person involved in the conduct of bhingo nust

be a resident of this state, nust reside within 30 m | es of

the |l ocation where the authorized organization i s conducting

bi ngo ganes, and nust be a nenber of that organi zation.

Ti ppi ng of any person involved in the conduct of bingo ganes

is prohibited, as are any nonetary considerations given to

persons involved in the conduct of bingo ganes, unless such

person or persons have entered into a contract for services in

support of bingo and such contract is approved by the

sponsoring nonprofit organi zati on conducti ng bi ngo. Each

organi zati on shall designate one nenber to be charged with the

operational responsibility of the bingo session. The nane of

t hat nenber shall be conspicuously posted so as to be clearly

visible to all persons playing bingo during said session. It

shal |l be unlawful for any person involved in the conduct of

bi ngo ganes or sessions to participate in the playing of bingo

during the entire session as defined in this section

(4)3r If an organization is not engaged in
charitable, civic, community, benevolent, religious, or

schol astic works, the authority to conduct bingo ganes is
5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O N DWNPRER O

o

a Senate - 2000 SB 1704
-00 See HB 851

condi ti oned upon the organi zati on operating bingo ganes in

conpliance with this section, and all proceeds from such bi ngo

ganes nust be returned to players. Any carryover npneys shal

be distributed back to the players at the organi zati on's next

bi ngo session. |f no further sessions are schedul ed and the

organi zation ceases to exist, all remaining proceeds will be

donated to a charity as defined in this section. This

provision in no way extends the linitation on the nunber of

ganes that can be played in a session or day as long as the

jackpot linmit is not exceeded efforts—of—thetype—set—out

above—i+tsTright—to—econduct—bingo—ganres—hereunder—+s

(5) 4 The authority for rght—ef a condom ni um
associ ati on, a—coeperative—associatiof-a honeowners

associ ation as defined in s. 617.301, a nobile hone owners

associ ation, a group of residents of a nobile honme park as
defined in chapter 723, or a group of residents of a nobile
honme park or recreational vehicle park as defined in chapter
513 to conduct bingo is conditioned upon the return of the net
proceeds from such ganes to players in the formof prizes

6
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after having deducted the actual business expenses for such
ganes for articles designed for and essential to the
operation, conduct, and playing of bingo. Any net proceeds
remai ning after paying prizes shall fay be donated to a bona

fide charity as defined in this section by—the—associration—to

activiti+es or, in the alternative, such renaining proceeds
shal | be used as specified in subsection(4){3).

(6) 7 There shall be no nore than three jackpots

awarded in ef any one day or session of bingo by any one

nonprofit organi zation. No nore than one session will be

all oned at any one location in a single cal endar day. No

jackpot shall exceed the value of $250 in actual noney,

prizes, or their equivalent. Al other gane prizes shall not

exceed $50 in noney, prizes, or their equivalent. Jackpot and

prize linits apply to all bingo ganes played in a session

whet her players are charged to play the specific gane or play

the ganme for free

(7) Bingo may be conducted only between the hours of 9

a.m and 12 nmidnight. Each bingo session nay be sponsored and

conducted by only one organi zati on aut hori zed to conduct
7
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bi ngo. Authorized organi zati ons may only conduct bingo ganes a

maxi nrum of 2 days per week, with no nore than one session of

bingo in a single calendar day. Prizes nay not exceed the

limts established in subsection (6).

(8) Bingo may not be conducted at any authori zed

| ocation nore than 4 days per week and no nore than four

sessi ons per week. Jackpots may not exceed 12 per |ocation per

week, nor may they exceed a total of $3,000 per |ocation per

week of—ptay—AH—ether—gare——prizes—shatt—not—exceed—$50
I . I w I I o

(9) Every charitable, nonprofit, or veterans
organi zation involved in the conduct of a bingo gane nust be
| ocated within +a the county;-or within 30 niles of the
| ocation at which such bingo gane is bei ng conduct ed a—%5+ite

rati-us—ef—where—thebingo—garre—is—t+ocated.

8
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(10)(a) No one under 18 years of age shall be all owed
to play any bingo gare or to be inside the authorized |ocation
at which such bingo gane is conduct ed iravetved—in—the—conduct

F o . .

(b) Any organi zation conducting bingo open to the

public may refuse entry to any person who i s objectionable or
undesirable to the sponsoring organi zation, but such refusa
of entry shall not be on the basis of race, creed, color
religion, sex, national origin, marital status, or physica
handi cap

(11) Bingo ganes may be held only on the follow ng
prem ses:

(a) Property owned by the charitable, nonprofit, or
vet erans' organi zati on.

(b) Property owned by the charitable, nonprofit, or
veterans' organization that will benefit by the proceeds.

(c) Property |leased for a period of not less than 1
year by a charitable, nonprofit, or veterans' organization
providing the | ease or rental agreenent does not provide for
t he paynent of a percentage of the proceeds generated at such
prem ses to the | essor or any other party and providing the
rental rate for such prem ses does not exceed the rental rates
charged for simlar premises in the same |ocale. Such rates
shall be verified by no | ess than three conpari sons by rental

or real estate agents duly licensed to do business in this

state, and such conparisons shall be a part of the | ease or

rental agreenent between the | essor and the | essee. For the

purposes of this section, a fair rental or |ease rate would be

$1 per bingo patron per day of play. Such rate includes use of

equi pnent and utilities. Rates charged above the $1 figure

shal |l be considered excessive in Florida' s narket.
9
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(d) Property owned by a nmunicipality or a county when
the governing authority has, by appropriate ordinance or
resolution, specifically authorized the use of such property
for the conduct of such ganes.

(e) Wth respect to bingo ganes conducted by a
condom ni um associ ati on, a—ecoeperati-ve—assocratior—a
herreovwners—assoctatien—as—defined—+nr—s—6+7+306%4-a nobile
hone owners' association, a group of residents of a nobile
honme park as defined in chapter 723, or a group of residents
of a nobile hone park or recreational vehicle park as defined
in chapter 513, property owned by the association, property
owned by the residents of the nobile hone park or recreationa
vehi cl e park, or property which is a compn area | ocated
wi thin the condomi nium nobile home park, or recreational
vehi cl e park.

(12) Each bingo ganme shall be conducted in accordance
with the follow ng rul es:

(a) The objects, whether drawn or ejected, shall be
essentially equal as to size, shape, weight, and bal ance and
as to all other characteristics that may control their
selection fromthe receptacle. The caller shall cancel any
gane if, during the course of a gane, the nmechani smused in
the drawing or ejection of objects becones jammed in such a
manner as to interfere with the accurate determ nation of the
next nunber to be announced or if the caller determ nes that
nore than one object is labeled with the sane nunber or that
there is a nunber to be drawn without a correspondi ng object.
Any player in a gane cancel ed pursuant to this paragraph shal
be pernitted to play the next gane free of charge.

(b) Prior to commencenent of any bingo session, the
nmenber in charge shall cause a verification to be nade of al

10
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objects to be placed in the receptacle and shall inspect the

objects in the presence of two or nore players, randomy

sel ect ed, a—ti-sinterested—persoenr to ensure that all objects

are present and that there are no duplications or onissions of

nunbers on the objects. Any player shall be entitled to cal
for a verification of nunbers before, during, and after a
bi ngo or upon the changing of a caller session

(c) The card or sheet on which the gane of bingo is
pl ayed shall be part of a deck, group, or series, no two of
which may be alike in any given gane. Video or conputerized

tracki ng versions of bingo cards are prohibited.

(d) Al nunbers shall be visibly displayed after being
drawn and before being placed in the rack

(e) A bona fide bingo shall consist of a predesignated
arrangenent of nunbers on a card or sheet that correspond with
t he nunbers on the objects drawn fromthe receptacle and
announced. Errors in nunbers announced or msplaced in the
rack may not be recogni zed as a bingo.

(f) When a caller has started to vocally announce a
nunber, the caller shall conplete the call. |If any player has
obt ai ned a bingo on a previous nunber, such player will share
the prize with the player or players who gai ned bingo on the
| ast nunber called. It is the player's responsibility to cal

bi ngo | oudly enough for the caller to identify such player and

stop the gane.

(g) Nunbers on the winning cards or sheets shall be
announced and verified in the presence of another player. Any
pl ayer shall be entitled at the tine the winner is deternined
to call for a verification of nunbers drawn. The verification
shall be in the presence of the nenber designated to be in
charge of the occasion or, if such person is also the caller

11
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1| in the presence of another an officer |listed on the bingo

2 | license ef—thet+iecensee

3 (h) Upon deternmining a winner, the caller shall ask

4| "Are there any other wi nners?" If no players reply ene

5| repties, the caller shall declare the gane closed. No other

6| player is entitled to share the prize unless that player she

7 | er—he has declared a bingo prior to the closing of the gane

8 | thi-s—anneuncenrent.

9 (i) Seats may not be held or reserved for players hy
10 | anyone, unl ess the appropriate charge has been paid for the
11 | occupancy of such seat. No person who is a nenber of the
12 | sponsoring organi zati on may reserve or nake paynent for the
13 | purpose of reserving seats for players. A particular section
14 | of seats may be held to accommbdat e individual s possessi ng
15| physical disabilities until 15 nminutes before the start of the
16 | session, at which tinme said section may be occupi ed by any
17 | paying player. Players are pernitted, however, to prepay and
18 | reserve a particular seat for the next day of play, with the
19 | understanding that a no-refund policy may be i nvoked by the
20 | sponsoring organi zati on by—an—ofrgantzati-on—or—person—involved
21 | ira—the—conduct—of—anybirngo—garre—ftor—prayers—noet—present—nor
22 | may—any—cards—be—set—astde—hetrd—or—reservedItromone—Sesston
23 | to—another—for—anyptayer.

24 (13) Any organization or other person who willfully

25| and knowi ngly violates any provision of this sectionis guilty
26 | of a felony mi-sdereanor of the third H+st degree, punishable
27 | as provided in s. 775.082, 6+ s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. For
28 | a second or subsequent offense, the organization or other

29 | person is guilty of a felony of the first thi+rd degree,

30 | puni shable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s.

31| 775.084. This section shall not be construed to prohibit the

12
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prosecuti on of persons who are conducting bi ngo ganes ot her

than as authorized by this section under any ot her applicable

statute.
(14) The bingo regulations provided in this section

constitute the mnimumregul ations for bingo conducted in this

state. This section does not prohibit the inposition of

stricter bingo regulations by a county or nunicipality through

| ocal ordinances designed to protect the public's health,

safety, and welfare and which affect bingo activities inits

jurisdiction.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
EE IR I b A b b S S b T I S S b b S I I b S S b
LEGQ SLATI VE SUWARY

Revi ses provisions that regul ate how bingo i s conduct ed.
Prohibits tipping of persons conducting bingo ganes.
Clarifies | ahguage as. to who nmay conduct bingo and
timefranes i n"which bingo may be conducted. Limts nunber
of days per week_ that blngo_nay be pl ayed at_anK
aut hori zed | ocation. Establishes a linmt on %ac pots to
be awarded at a session. Limts the anpunt of nbney that
nmay be awarded at any location in a given period of tine.
Prohi bits video or conputerized bingd cards or ganes.
I ncreases penalties for wil|lful violations of the |aw
Al lows for counties and nmunicipalities to enact npre
stringent regulations and adopt zoni ng ordi nances. (See
bill for details.)
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