HB 1707, First Engrossed/ntc

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to Pal m Beach County; providing

3 for codification of special |aws regarding

4 i ndependent special districts pursuant to

5 chapter 97-255, Laws of Florida, and chapter

6 98- 320, Laws of Florida, relating to the East

7 Shore Water Control District, a special tax

8 district of the State of Florida conposed of

9 | ands in Pal m Beach County; providing
10 | egislative intent; codifying, reenacting, and
11 anmendi ng chapter 20694, Laws of Florida, 1941;
12 chapter 23621, Laws of Florida, 1947; chapter
13 25151, Laws of Florida, 1949; chapter 26697,
14 Laws of Florida, 1951; chapter 28419, Laws of
15 Fl orida, 1953; chapter 30150, Laws of Florida
16 1955; and chapters 57-434, 61-1640, 77-621, and
17 82- 351, Laws of Florida; providing powers,
18 functions, and duties of the district with
19 respect to non-ad val orem assessnents, bond
20 i ssuance, revenue-raising, budget preparation
21 and approval, liens and forecl osure of |iens,
22 speci fi ed use of tax deeds and tax
23 certificates, and contractual agreenents;
24 providing for governance of the district by a
25 Board of Supervisors; providing for nenbership,
26 organi zati on, conpensation, and adm nistrative
27 duties of the board; specifying requirenents
28 for financial disclosure, neeting notices,
29 reporting, public records, nmintenance, and per
30 di em expenses; specifying procedures and
31 requi rements governing the issuance of bonds,
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1 notes, and other forns of indebtedness;
2 provi di ng procedures for District elections and
3 qgqualification of electors; providing for nethod
4 of financing the District; authorizing the
5 District to continue to levy a special annua
6 mai nt enance tax upon all taxable real property
7 in the District; specifying the nmethod for
8 col l ecting non-ad val orem assessnents, fees,
9 and service charges; providing for District
10 pl anni ng requirenents; setting the geographic
11 boundary linmts of the District; providing for
12 el ection of the nenbers of the Board of
13 Supervi sors; providing for quorumfor purpose
14 of holding elections; authorizing the Board of
15 Supervisors to enter into arrangenents with
16 ot her drainage and water control districts for
17 speci fi ed purposes; increasing the District
18 nmai nt enance tax cap; authorizing the Board of
19 Supervisors to enploy a General Manager of the
20 District; authorizing the Board to require the
21 CGeneral Manager to furnish a bond; providing
22 for ratification of prior actions; providing
23 severability; providing an effective date.
24
25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26
27 Section 1. Pursuant to chapter 97-255, Laws of
28 | Florida, and chapter 98-320, Laws of Florida, this act
29 | constitutes the codification of all special acts relating to
30| the East Shore Water Control District, an independent speci al
31| district. It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this
2
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1| law to provide a single, conprehensive special act charter for

2| the District, including all current legislative authority

3| granted to the District by its several |egislative enactnents

4 | and any additional authority granted by this act. It is

5| further the intent of this act to preserve all District

6 | authority, including the authority to annually assess and | evy

7 | agai nst the taxable property in the District.

8 Section 2. Chapter 20694, Laws of Florida, 1941,

9| chapter 23621, Laws of Florida, 1947; chapter 25151, Laws of
10| Florida, 1949; chapter 26697, Laws of Florida, 1951, chapter
11 ] 28419, Laws of Florida, 1953, chapter 30150, Laws of Florida,
12 | 1955, and chapters 57-434, 61-1640, 77-621, and 82-351, Laws
13 ) of Florida, relating to the East Shore Water Control District
14| of Florida, are codified, reenacted, anended, and repeal ed as
15 | herein provided.
16 Section 3. The East Shore Water Control District is
17 | re-created and the charter for said district is re-created and
18 | reenacted to read:
19 Section 1. Mninmumcharter requirenents.--1n
20 | accordance with section 189.404(3), Florida Statutes, the
21| following shall constitute the m ninumcharter requirenents of
22 | East Shore Water Control District:
23 (a) The District is organized and exists for al
24 | purposes set forth in this act and chapter 298, Florida
25| Statutes, as they nay be anended fromtinme to tine, so far as
26 | not inconsistent with this act.
27 (b) The powers, functions, and duties of the District
28 | regardi ng non-ad val orem assessnents, bond i ssuance, other
29 | revenue-rai sing capabilities, budget preparation and approval,
30| liens and foreclosure of |liens, use of tax deeds and tax
31| certificates as appropriate for non-ad val orem assessnents,
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and contractual agreenents shall be as set forth in chapters
189, 197, and 298, Florida Statutes, this act, or any other
appl i cabl e general or special |law, as they nay be anended from

tinme to tine.

(c) The District was created by chapter 20694, Laws of

Florida, 1941, a special legislative act.

(d) The District's charter may be anended only by

speci al act of the Legi sl ature.

(e) In accordance with chapter 298, Florida Statutes,

the District is governed by a Board of Supervisors. The

nenber shi p and organi zati on of the Board shall be as set forth

in this act and chapter 298, Florida Statutes, as they may be

amended fromtine to tine.

(f) The conpensation of Board nenbers shall be

governed by this act and chapter 298, Florida Statutes, as

they nay be anended fromtine to tine.

(g) The adnministrative duties of the Board shall be as

set forth in this act and chapter 298, Florida Statutes, as

they nay be anended fromtine to tine.

(h) Requirenents for financial disclosure, neeting

notices, reporting, public records nmintenance, and per diem

expenses for officers and enpl oyees shall be as set forth in
chapters 112, 189, 286, and 298, Florida Statutes, as they may
be anended fromtine to tine.

(i) The procedures and requirenents governing the

i ssuance of bonds, notes, and ot her evidence of indebtedness
by the District shall be as set forth in chapters 189 and 298,
Florida Statutes, and applicable general |aws, as they may be

amended fromtine to tine.

(j) The procedures for conducting District el ections

and for qualification of electors shall be pursuant to
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chapters 189 and 298, Florida Statutes, and applicable genera

| aws, as they nay be anended fromtine to tine.

(k) The District may be financed by any nethod
established in this act, chapters 189 and 298, Florida
Statutes, or any applicable general |aws, as they may be

amended fromtine to tine.

(1) In accordance with chapter 298, Florida Statutes,

the District may continue to levy upon all of the real taxable

property in the District a special tax each year as

mai nt enance t ax.

(m The nethod for collecting non-ad val orem

assessnents, fees, or service charges shall be as set forth in

chapters 197 and 298, Florida Statutes, as they nmay be anended

fromtine to tine.

(n) The District's planning requirenents shall be as

set forth in chapters 189 and 298, Florida Statutes, as they

may be anended fromtinme to tine.

(o) The geographic boundary linitations are as set

forth in section 2.

Section 2. That for the purpose of draining and

reclaining the lands hereinafter described and protecting the

sane fromthe effects of water, for controlling the water in

the District and the water tables with respect to the | ands

therein, for agricultural and sanitary purposes, and for the

public health, convenience, welfare, utility, and benefit, a

drai nage and water control district is hereby established to
be known as "East Shore Water Control District," the
territorial boundaries of which shall be as foll ows:

Begi nning at a point, being in the Center Line

of the South boundary | evee of the Pahokee
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1 Water Control District and being the Northeast

2 corner of Township Forty-three (43) South,

3 Range Thirty-seven (37) East; thence running

4 South along the range |ine and the East

5 boundari es of Sections One (1), Twelve (12) and

6 Thirteen (13) to the Sout heast corner of said

7 Section Thirteen (13); thence runni ng Wst

8 al ong the south boundaries of Sections Thirteen

9 (13), Fourteen (14), Fifteen (15) and Si xteen
10 (16) to the Sout hwest corner of said Section
11 Si xteen (16), being a point of inter-section
12 with the West boundary | evee of Punp Unit No.
13 Six (6), South Florida Conservancy D strict;
14 thence running North al ong the West boundari es
15 of Sections Sixteen (16) and Nine (9), being
16 the center line of the said South Florida
17 Conservancy District |levee, to a point being
18 one hundred (100) feet South of the West
19 guarter corner of said Section Nine (9); thence
20 runni ng West along a |line one hundred (100)
21 feet South of, and parallel to the East and
22 West quarter section |line of Sections Eight (8)
23 and Seven (7) to a point being four thousand
24 seven hundred (4,700) feet West of the East
25 boundary of Section Seven (7) and being a point
26 of intersection; thence running North Wsterly
27 along a line which bears North fifty-two (52)
28 degrees West to a point being the intersection
29 with the center line of the U S. Engi neers War
30 Depart nent Lake Okeechobee Levee, said point of
31 i ntersection being one hundred (100) feet
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1 Sout hwest of the center line of the Federa

2 Levee Culvert No. Twelve (12); thence running

3 at right angles along the center line of said

4 Federal Levee a distance of two hundred (200)

5 feet, to a point of intersection; thence

6 running at right angles to the center line of

7 sai d Federal Levee along a line which bears

8 South fifty-two (52) degrees East to a point of

9 i ntersection; thence running East along a line
10 one hundred (100) feet North of and parall el
11 to, the East and Wst quarter section |ine of
12 Sections Seven (7) and Eight (8), to a point
13 being the intersection with the center |ine of
14 the Evergl ades Drainage District's Lake shore
15 | evee; thence running Northerly along the
16 neander |ine of the said Evergl ades Drai nage
17 District Levee to a point of intersection with
18 the North boundary of Section Five (5), being
19 the center |line of the South boundary | evee of
20 t he East Beach Water Control District and the
21 Pahokee Water Control District; thence running
22 East al ong the Township line and the North
23 boundari es of Sections Five (5), Four (4),
24 Three (3), Two (2) and One (1), being the
25 center line of said Pahokee Water Contro
26 District to the point of beginning.
27
28 Section 3.(a) The governing Board of said District
29 | shall be designated the "Board of Supervisors of East Shore
30| Water Control District" which shall be conposed of three
31
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1| persons, who shall be resident freeholders of the State of
2| Florida.
3 (b) A neeting of the | andowners of said District shal
4| be held during the nonth of April each year for the purpose of
5] el ecting Supervisors of said District and transacti ng such
6 | ot her business as may properly cone before the neeting. At the
7 | neetings of the | andowners of the District, to be held in the
8| nonth of April in each year, Supervisors shall be el ected for
9] a period of three (3) years and until his or her successor
10| shall be el ected or appointed and shall have qualified, such
11 | Supervisor to fill the office of the nenber whose term shal
12 | expire on said date.
13 (c) The owners and proxy holders of District acreage
14 | who are present at a duly noticed | andowners' neeting shal
15 ) constitute a quorumfor the purpose of hol ding such el ection
16 | or any el ection thereafter.
17 Section 4. The nenbers of the Board of Supervisors
18 | shall be entitled to the naxi num conpensati on now or hereafter
19 | authorized to be paid by section 298.14, Florida Statutes, and
20| shall be reinbursed for their traveling expenses pursuant to
21| section 112.061, Florida Statutes, or as such statutes may
22 | hereafter be anended.
23 Section 5. The Board of Supervisors is authorized and
24 | enpowered to enter into arrangenents with ot her drai nage or
25| water control districts for the pooling of insurance coverage,
26 | purchase, rental, and use of supplies, equipnent, buildings,
27| and facilities and for services of enployees.
28 Section 6. That for the purpose of paying the cost of
29 | adnministering the affairs of the District generally, and for
30 | the purpose of mmintaining, operating, preserving, and
31| rendering efficient the ditches, canals, drains, |evees, and
8
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1| other inprovenents herein authorized to be constructed, and to
2| repair and to restore the sane when needed, and for the
3 | purpose of defraying current expenses of the District, the
4| Board is hereby authorized, enpowered, and directed to |evy
5] and i npose upon all of the lands, including | ands held by the
6| Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Fund of Florida, and
7| lands acquired by the State of Florida under the provisions of
8 | chapter 18296, Laws of Florida, 1937, lying and being situate
9| within the boundaries of said District, as described in this
10| Act, a tax of not to exceed the sum of $30.00 per acre per
11 | annum and such tax shall be known and desi gnated as the
12 | Mai nt enance Tax.
13 Section 7. The Board of Supervisors shall have the
14 | power to enploy a person to be designated General Manager of
15| the District and to vest in himor her such authority and to
16 | del egate to himor her the performance of such duties and to
17 | provide such conpensation as nay be determ ned by the Board of
18 | Supervisors. The Board may require the General Mnager to
19 | furnish bond with good and sufficient surety in such anpbunt as
20| the Board nmay by resol ution deternine.
21 Section 8. That all other acts and proceedi ngs of the
22| Circuit Court of said Pal mBeach County taken by, for, and on
23 | behalf of said District since the creation thereof; and all of
24 | the acts and proceedi ngs of the Board of Supervisors, the
25| Conmi ssioners, and all other officers and agents of said
26 | District, and of said Pal m Beach County, acting for and on
27 | behalf of said District and any and all tax |evies and
28 | assessnents whi ch have been made by the Board of Supervisors
29 | for and behalf of said District, by and they are each and
30| every one of them and each and every part thereof, hereby
31| ratified, validated, and confirned.
9
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1 Section 4. Chapter 20694, Laws of Florida, 1941,

2 | chapter 23621, Laws of Florida, 1947; chapter 25151, Laws of
3| Florida, 1949; chapter 26697, Laws of Florida, 1951, chapter
4] 28419, Laws of Florida, 1953; chapter 30150, Laws of Florida,
5] 1955; chapters 57-434, 61-1640, 77-621, and 82-351, Laws of
6| Florida, relating to the East Shore Water Control District of
7| Florida, are hereby repeal ed

8 Section 5. In the event any section or provision of
9| this act is determned to be invalid or unenforceabl e, such
10 | determination shall not affect the validity of or

11 | enforceability of each other section and provision of this
12 | act.

13 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
14 | I aw
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