© 00 N o O b~ W DN PP

W WNNNDNNNNNNNDERRPRPRR B PR PR PR R
P O © 0N O 00 WNIEPEPEO®O©ONOOGONWNNPRP O

HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 1715
Anmendnent No. (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

The Committee on Governnental Operations offered the
fol | owi ng:

Amendment
On page 8, line 6, through page 16, line 18,
renove fromthe bill: all of said |lines

and insert in lieu thereof:
be paid according to the following table, to wit:
(i) 75 %upon the first........ $200. 00 of conpensation
70 % upon the next.......... $100. 00 of conpensation
65 % upon any additional anount; or-
(ii) If an enployee retires on a nornmal pension

benefit after July 1, 1999, with 25 years of service or nore,
t he enpl oyee shall receive a benefit equal to 75 percent of
his or her final average nonthly conpensation

(b) The pension of those firefighters f++rermen retired
her eunder for cause other than disability incurred in |ine of

duty, whose period of service shall be |ess than 25 years,
shal | be conputed under the table set out in subsection
(a)(i), and after said amount shall have been so deternined,
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t he sum payabl e shall be reduced to the percentage set
opposite the nunmber of years of service shown in the foll ow ng
schedule, to wit:

For 1 year of service or less....................... 30%
For 2 years of service........... .. .. .. ... 36%
For 3 years of service........... .. .. .. ... 42%
For 4 years of service............. .. .. ... 48%
For 5 years of service............. .. .. ... 54%
For 6 years of service............. .. .. ... 60%
For 7 years of service............. .. .. ... 64%
For 8 years of service........... .. .. .. ... 66%
For 9 years of service........... .. .. .. ... 68%
For 10 years of service............ .. .. ... 70%
For 11 years of service............ .. .. ... 72%
For 12 years of service............ .. .. ... 74%
For 13 years of service............ .. .. ... 76%
For 14 years of service............ .. .. ... 78%
For 15 years of service............ .. .. ... 80%
For 16 years of service............ .. .. ... 82%
For 17 years of service............ .. .. ... 84%
For 18 years of service............ .. .. ... 86%
For 19 years of service............ .. .. ... 88%
For 20 years of service............ .. .. ... 90%
For 21 years of service............ .. .. ... 92%
For 22 years of service............ .. .. ... 94%
For 23 years of service............ .. .. ... 96%
For 24 years of service............ .. .. ... 98%
For 25 years of service.............. .. ... ..., 100%

(c) The pension of those firefighters f++rermen retired
her eunder because of a disability or injuries received in |ine

of duty, whose period of service shall be less than 25 years,
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shal | be conputed under the table set out in subsection
(a)(i), and after said amount shall have been so determ ned,

t he sum payabl e shall be reduced to the percentage set
opposite the nunmber of years of service shown in the foll ow ng
schedule, to wit:

For 1 year of service or less....................... 60%
For 2 years of service........... .. .. .. ... 64%
For 3 years of service............. .. .. ... 68%
For 4 years of service........... .. .. .. ... 72%
For 5 years of service............. .. .. ... 76%
For 6 years of service........... .. .. .. ... 80%
For 7 years of service............. .. .. ... 82%
For 8 years of service............. .. .. ... 83%
For 9 years of service............. .. .. ... 84%
For 10 years of service............ .. .. ... 85%
For 11 years of service............ .. .. ... 86%
For 12 years of service............ .. .. ... 87%
For 13 years of service............ .. .. ... 88%
For 14 years of service............ .. .. ... 89%
For 15 years of service............ .. .. ... 90%
For 16 years of service............ .. .. ... 91%
For 17 years of service............ .. .. ... 92%
For 18 years of service............ .. .. ... 93%
For 19 years of service............ .. .. ... 94%
For 20 years of service............ .. .. ... 95%
For 21 years of service............ .. .. ... 96%
For 22 years of service............ .. .. ... 97%
For 23 years of service............ .. .. ... 98%
For 24 years of service............ .. .. ... 99%
For 25 years of service.............. .. .. ... ..., 100%
(d) Those firefighters fHH+erenr whose period of service
3
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before attaining the age of 60 years shall exceed 25 years and
who retire with a pension cal cul ated under subsection (a)(i)
shal | receive an increase of 1 percent in the anpunt of
pension for each additional year or mmjor fraction thereof;
and in conputing any period of service, a major fraction of a
year shall be counted as a whol e year

(e) Any duby—appeinted—and—enrotted firefighter who
upon the taking effect of this act, or hereafter, shall have
attai ned the age of 52 years and who retires with a pension
cal cul at ed under subsection (a) shall be, upon application to
the board of trustees, retired on a pension as in this section
is provided; and any such person who shall have served as a
t-y—appointed—and—entrotted firefighter for a period of 25
years, but who has not attained the age of 52 years, upon
application to the board of trustees shall be retired on a
pension as in this section provided except that the anmount of
such pension shall be reduced in the ratio that the
applicant's age bears to 52 years. Any tine spent innilitary
or naval service, voluntary or conpul sory, or other forns of
national service in tine of war, or within 1 year thereafter
by any person theretofore enployed by said city, shall be
deened equivalent to a like period of actual service in the
enpl oynent of the city for the purpose of securing the
benefits of this act; and, further, any enpl oyee who shall be
| aid off because of illness, reduction of force, or other
cause not of the enployee's own doing and who shall el ect not
to withdraw his or her contribution to the said retirenent
fund, or to return the sane if withdrawn, shall be entitled to
have the period of such service prior to said |ayoff added to
any subsequent service for the purpose of conputing his or her
period of service.
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(f) Any person regularly enployed by the City of
Pensacol a as a duty—appointed—and—enroted firefighter, who
shall while so enployed and in |ine of duty becone totally and
permanently disabled to performduties as a firefighter or who
shal | becone so disabled not in the line of duty, through no
intentional and self-inflicted injury, shall upon application
and the approval thereof by the board of trustees be entitled
to and shall receive a pension, to be determ ned in accordance
with the schedul es above set out having regard to his or her
rate of pay and period of service irrespective of his or her
age.

(g) Any firefighter enptoyee retired under the
provisions of this section, or any wi dow or w dower entitled
to a pension under this chapter, shall be entitled to receive
not | ess than $500 per nonth, irrespective of the term of
service, and of the results of the tables above set out. This
provision is applicable to all persons who are receiving
benefits fromthe Firefighters' Frremens Relief and Pension
Fund prior to January 1, 1986. They shall receive this benefit
as of July 14, 1986.

Section 6. Chapter 74-576, Laws of Florida, as anended
by chapters 85-486 and 99-463, Laws of Florida, is renunbered
as section 6 of chapter 21483, Laws of Florida, 1941, and
amended to read:

Section 6.1 Increase in benefits due to consuner

price index increases.--

(a) A cost-of-living increase in benefits paid
pursuant to this act shall be given effective July 1, 1999,
and shall be paid annually thereafter. Each annual increase
shal |l have an effective date of July 1. Al such increases
shal |l be equal to but no greater than the annual increase in
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the Consuner Price Index (U) issued by the United States
Departnent of Labor, provided that such increase shall in no
event be greater than 3 percent per year. The annual CPI (U
period to be used for calculation of any increase shall end in
March of the year of the July 1 increase. The increase in the
CPI (U shall be the change in the values fromApril 1 to
March 31. In the event the United States Departnent of Labor
ceases to issue a CPlI (U), the board shall utilize a current
CPl index that is the functional equivalent.

(b) Seet+oen—2—- After June 22, 1974, no person shal
transfer creditable service fromanother retirenent system
into the Firefighters' F+eren~—s Relief and Pensi on Fund.

(c) Seet+on—3— The City of Pensacola, by ordinance,
may permit but not require nenbers of the Firefighters
F+erren—s Relief and Pension Fund who are eligiblerto
participate in a Deferred Retirement Option Plan pregram

(DROP). The ordinance may include nmenbers who are eligible to
retire and to receive retirenent benefits to remain in the
active service of the city until a contractually fixed
ternmnation date and to have accunul ated for the enpl oyee's
account fromthe date the contract is made all benefits which
the enpl oyee woul d be eligible to begin receiving on that date
and to have those accunul ated benefits held for the benefit of
the enpl oyee until the enpl oyee separates from active service.
Such ordi nance may provide for forfeiture of the accunul ated
benefits or other penalty if the enpl oyee does not conply with
the contract. However, if the enployee conplies in al

respects with the terns of the contract, the enpl oyee shal
receive all retirenent benefits the enpl oyee would be entitled
to under this act upon the enployee's actual retirenent from
the active service of the city.
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Section 7. Section 5.5 of chapter 21483, Laws of
Florida, 1941, as created by chapter 83-500, Laws of Florida,
is renunbered as section 7, and anended to read:

Section 7.5-5- Disability pensions.--Applications,

determ nations, awards, and re-eval uations of disability
pensions for firefighters H+enren shall be governed by the

fol | owi ng:

(a) Either a firefighter H+eman, or the enployer on
behal f of a firefighter H+eman, nust nmake application for
disability retirenment conplete with nmedical and other
evidentiary material as prescribed by the pension board.

(b) Upon receipt of an application for disability
retirement, the board of trustees shall make a determ nation
of disability, which determ nation shall be final. The board
of trustees shall enploy the service of one or nore
i ndependent, third party agents, such as, but not linmted to,
a health and disability clains adjusting firm to evaluate the
case and to nmake a report containing reconmended findings and
concl usi on, which nmay be approved or di sapproved, or nodified
in the determination of the board of trustees.

(c) Afirefighter will be considered totally and

permanently disabled if, in the opinion of the board of

trustees, he or she is wholly prevented fromrendering usefu

and efficient service as a firefighter; and a firefighter wll

be considered totally and pernanently disabled if, in the

opi nion of the board of trustees, he or she is likely to

remain so disabled continuously and permanently froma cause

other than as specified in subsection (d).

(d) Afirefighter will not be entitled to receive any

disability retirenment incone if the disability is a result of:

(i) Excessive and habitual use by the firefighter of
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drugs, intoxicants, or narcotics;

(ii) Injury or disease sustained by the firefighter

while willfully and illegally participating in fights, riots,

or civil insurrections or while commtting a crine;

(iii) Injury or disease sustained by the firefighter

while serving in any arned forces; or

(iv) Injury or disease sustained by the firefighter

after his or her enploynent has terninated.
(e)fte)y The board of trustees, through its third party
agents, shall periodically re-evaluate disability pensioners

to deternmine if the condition of total and permanent
disability persists. |If the pensioner has recovered
sufficiently, as deternmined by the board so that the pensioner
is no longer totally and permanently disabled to performhis
or her duties as a firefighter Hrermant, and this deternination
is made within 1 year of the effective date of the award of

t he pension, said pensioner shall be reinstated to active
service in the sanme rank he or she occupied prior to the award
of his or her pension, and the period of such tinme which said
firefighter Hremart i s out of active service because of
disability shall be credited as part of the period of service
required for final retirenent. If such determination is nade
nore than 1 year after the effective date of the award of the
pensi on, the pensioner shall be placed on an eligible list to
be reinstated to his or her position upon the first vacancy in
that position. At such time as a pensioner resunes active
service, or at such tine as a pensioner refuses to accept
reinstatenent to active service, the paynent of pension
benefits shall cease. No firefighter f++rermanr who has attai ned
the age of 52 55 years or who has been in active service as a
firefighter Hremanr for 25 years, and is drawi ng a pension
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shall be restored to duty by any power or for any cause
what soever.

Section 8. Section 6 of chapter 21483, Laws of
Florida, 1941, as anended by chapter 22434, Laws of Florida,
1943, and chapters 57-1713 and 86-450, Laws of Florida, is
renunbered as section 8, and anended to read:

Section 8.6~ Automatic retirenent.--Any firefighter
enptoyee—or—person-subject to the provisions of this act

attai ning the age of seventy (70) years shall be automatically

retired and shall cease to draw his or her conpensation as
such enpl oyee, but shall becone inmediately entitled to the
pensi on or benefits provided hereby. In the event of doubt as
to the attai nnent of such age,the Civil Service Board shal
make inquiry and determ ne such fact after due notice to
interested parties; provided that the provisions of this
section shall not becone operative until January 1, 1960, the
former law remaining in effect until such date.

Section 9. Section 9 of chapter 57-1713, Laws of
Fl orida, as anended by chapters 59-1723, 87-527, 89-444, and
89-474, Laws of Florida, is renunbered as section 10 of
chapter 21483, Laws of Florida, 1941, and anended to read:

Section 10.9+ Retirenent after 10 years' service.--If

any firefighter of the Gty of Pensacola shall, after serving
as such for a period of 10 full years or becom ng ot herwi se
eligible for retirement, cease to be such firefighter for any
cause and shall not make withdrawal of all his or her
contributions to the Firefighters' F+efi+ghters Relief and
Pensi on Frust Fund as provided by |aw, or having w thdrawn the

sane, shall return it with 8 percent interest fromthe date of
such wi thdrawal, he or she shall be eligible to receive the
benefits equal to the anmpunt provided in section subsection
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