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By Representative Ritchie

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to environnental pernitting;

3 anending s. 373.4145, F. S.; providing for the

4 accel erat ed devel oprent of inplenenting actions

5 for a permitting programunder pt. 1V of ch

6 373, F.S., in the Northwest Florida Wter

7 Managenent District; providing an effective

8 dat e.

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. Subsections (6) and (7) of section

13 | 373. 4145, Florida Statutes, are anmended to read:

14 373.4145 Interimpart |V permtting programfor the
15| Nort hwest Florida Water Managenment District.--

16 (6) Subsections (1), (2), (3), and (4) shall be

17 | repeal ed upon the effective date of rul es adopted under

18 | paragraph (7)(c)etfeective—duly—1—2603

19 (7)(a) The departnent and the Northwest Florida Water
20 | Managenent District are directed to begin devel oping a plan by
21| which the permitting for activities proposed in surface waters
22 | and wetl ands shall fully conply with the provisions of this
23 | part, beginning January 3Juby 1, 2001 2663. The plan al so shal
24 | address the division of environnental resource pernmitting

25 | responsibilities between the departnent and the Northwest

26 | Flori da Water Managenent District; the nethodol ogy of

27 | delineating wetlands in the Northwest Florida Water Managenent
28 | District; and the authority of the Northwest Florida Water

29 | Managenent District to inplenent federal pernitting prograns
30| related to activities in surface waters and wet| ands—anrd—the
31 | ehapter—ro—inptecations—of—inprerenting—the—provisions—of—this
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part within the jurisdiction of the Northwest Florida Water
Managenent District.

(b) The departnent and Northwest Florida Water
Managenment District shall jointly prepare a an—interimreport
on their progress in devel opi ng the aforerentioned plan, to be
presented March 1, 2001,to the Governor, the President of the
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the
chairs of the relevant substantive and fiscal conmmittees. Fhe
departrent—and—di-stret—shat—present—a—ftinat—report—oen—arech
1+—2003+
(c) The departnent and the Northwest Florida Water
Managenent District shall adopt rules inplenenting all or a

portion of the Managenent and Storage of Surface Water Program

under part |V as described in the progress report under

paragraph (b) which are substantially equivalent to those in

effect in the rest of the state and shall be exenpt fromthe

provi sions of chapter 70. The rules shall be effective Cctober
1, 2001.
(d)ter Any jurisdictional declaratory statenent issued

for a project within the geographic jurisdiction of the
Nort hwest Fl orida Water Managenent District that is valid on
July 1, 1999, and for which there has been issued a pernit
pursuant to this chapter and chapter 403 for a phase of that
project and which identified proposed future devel opnent,
including nmtigation, that would require an additional permt
pursuant to this chapter and chapter 403 shall not expire
until January 1, 2002.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Provi des for the accel erated devel opnent of a plan and
rules for a pernmitting programin the Northwest Florida
Wat er Managenent District.
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