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By Representative Ritchie

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to water nanagenent; anending

3 s. 373.503, F.S.; revising the nmaxi nrumt ot al

4 mllage rate for the Northwest Florida Water

5 Managenent District; requiring a portion of tax

6 proceeds to be used for water quality

7 i mprovenent; providing a contingent date.

8

9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

10

11 Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 373.503, Florida
12 | Statutes, is anended to read:

13 373.503 Manner of taxation.--

14 (3)(a) The districts may |levy ad val oremtaxes on

15| property within the district solely for the purposes of this
16 | chapter and of chapter 25270, 1949, Laws of Florida, as

17 | anended, and chapter 61-691, Laws of Florida, as anended. The
18 | authority to levy ad valoremtaxes as provided in this act

19 | shall conmence with the year 1977. However, the taxes |evied
20| for 1977 by the governing boards pursuant to this section
21| shall be prorated to ensure that no such taxes will be |evied
22 | for the first 4 days of the tax year, which days will fall
23| prior to the effective date of the amendnent to s. 9(b), Art.
24 | VI1 of the State Constitution, which was approved March 9,
25| 1976. \When appropriate, taxes |levied by each governing board
26 | may be separated by the governing board into a nm |l age
27 | necessary for the purposes of the district and a nm |l age
28 | necessary for financing basin functions specified in s.
29| 373.0695. Beginning with the taxing year 1977, and
30 | notwi thstandi ng the provisions of any ot her general or special
31
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law to the contrary, the maxinumtotal mllage rate for
di strict and basin purposes shall be:

1. Northwest Florida Water Managenent District: 0.50
0065 mll.

2. Suwannee River Water Managenent District: 0.75

mil.

3. St. Johns River Water Managenent District: 0.6
mil.

4. Sout hwest Florida Water Managenent District: 1.0
mil.

5. South Florida Water Managenent District: 0.80
mil.

(b) The apportionnent in the South Florida Water
Managenent District shall be a maxi mum of 40 percent for
di strict purposes and a nmaxi mum of 60 percent for basin
pur poses, respectively.

(c) Wthin the Southwest Florida Water Managenent
District, the maximum il |l age assessed for district purposes
shal | not exceed 50 percent of the total authorized nillage
when there are one or nore basins in the district, and the
maxi nrum ni | | age assessed for basin purposes shall not exceed
50 percent of the total authorized nllage.

(d) Wthin the Northwest Florida Water Managenent
District, at |l east one-third of the ad val oremtax proceeds

col |l ected under this section nust be used for the devel opnent

and i npl enentation of actions to control water pollution and

i nprove water quality.

Section 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2001
if the electors of this state approve an anendnent to Section
9 of Article VIl of the State Constitution to renove the ad
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valoremtax limt specifically applicable to water nmanagenent
purposes in the northwest portion of the state.
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