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HB 1801, First Engrossed/ntc

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to the Sugarl and Drai nage
District, dades and Hendry Counties; providing
for codification of special laws relating to
t he Sugarl and Drainage District, a special
taxing district of the State of Florida,
conposed of the Counties of G ades and Hendry;
providing legislative intent; codifying and
reenacting chapter 11136, Laws of Florida,
1925, chapter 18287, Laws of Florida, 1937,
chapter 26639, Laws of Florida, 1951, chapter
28515, Laws of Florida, 1953, chapter 28516,
Laws of Florida, 1953, and chapters 70-532,
72-433, 74-485, 75-381, 75-382, 77-562, and
82-297, Laws of Florida; providing for nininum
charter requirenments; providing for Supervisor
qgualifications; providing for ratification of
prior actions; providing for repeal of al
prior special acts relating to the Sugarl and
Drai nage District; providing an effective date

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida

Statutes, this act constitutes the codification of all special

acts relating to the Sugarland Drainage District, which is an

i ndependent special district and political subdivision of the

State of Florida. It is the intent of the Legislature in

enacting this law to provide a single conprehensive speci al

act charter for the district, including all current

| egislative authority granted to the district by its severa
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| egi slative enactnents and any additional authority granted by

this act. It is further the intent of this act to preserve

all district authority, including the authority to annually

assess and | evy against the taxable property in the district.

Section 2. Chapter 11136, Laws of Florida, 1925;
chapter 18287, Laws of Florida, 1937; chapter 26639, Laws of
Florida, 1951; chapter 28515, Laws of Florida, 1953; chapter
28516, Laws of Florida, 1953; and chapters 70-532, 72-433,
74-485, 75-381, 75-382, 77-562, and 82-297, Laws of Florida,
are codi fied, reenacted, anended, and repeal ed as herein

provi ded.

Section 3. The Sugarland Drainage District is
re-created and the charter for such district is re-created and
reenacted to read:

Section 1. 1In accordance with section 189. 404(3),

Florida Statutes, the following shall constitute the nini num

charter requirenents of Sugarland Drai nage District:

(1) The District is organized and exists for al

pur poses set forth in this act and chapter 298, Florida

Statutes, as they nay be anended fromtine to tine, so far as

not inconsistent with this act.

(2) The powers, functions, and duties of the District

regardi ng non-ad val orem assessnents, bond i ssuance, other

revenue-raising capabilities, budget preparation and approval,

|iens and foreclosure of |iens, use of tax deeds and tax

certificates as appropriate for non-ad val orem assessnents,

and contractual agreenents shall be as set forth in chapters
189, 197, and 298, Florida Statutes, this act, or any other
appl i cabl e general or special |law, as they nay be anended from

tinme to tine.
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(3) The District was created by chapter 11136, Laws of
Florida, 1925, a special legislative act.

(4) The District's charter may be anended only by

speci al act of the Legi sl ature.

(5) In accordance with chapter 298, Florida Statutes,

the District is governed by a Board of Supervisors. The

nenber shi p and organi zati on of the Board shall be as set forth

in this act and chapter 298, Florida Statutes, as they may be

amended fromtine to tine.

(6) The conpensation of Board nenbers shall be

governed by this act and chapter 298, Florida Statutes, as

they nay be anended fromtine to tine.

(7) The adnministrative duties of the Board shall be as

set forth in this act and chapter 298, Florida Statutes, as

they nay be anended fromtine to tine.

(8) Requirenents for financial disclosure, neeting

notices, reporting, public records nmintenance, and per diem

expenses for officers and enpl oyees shall be as set forth in
chapters 112, 189, 286, and 298, Florida Statutes, as they may
be anended fromtine to tine.

(9) The procedures and requirenents governing the

i ssuance of bonds, notes, and ot her evidence of indebtedness
by the District shall be as set forth in chapters 189 and 298,
Florida Statutes, and applicable general |aws, as they may be

amended fromtine to tine.

(10) The procedures for conducting District el ections

and for qualification of electors shall be pursuant to

chapters 189 and 298, Florida Statutes, and applicable genera

| aws, as they nay be anended fromtine to tine.

(11) The District may be financed by any nethod
established in this act, chapters 189 and 298, Florida
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Statutes, or any applicable general |laws, as they may be

amended fromtine to tine.

(12) In accordance with chapter 298, Florida Statutes,

the District may continue to levy upon all of the real taxable

property in the district a special tax each year as

mai nt enance t ax.

(13) The nethod for collecting non-ad val orem

assessnents, fees, or service charges shall be as set forth in

chapters 197 and 298, Florida Statutes, as they nmay be anended

fromtine to tine.

(14) The District's planning requirenents shall be as

set forth in chapters 189 and 298, Florida Statutes, as they

may be anended fromtinme to tine.

(15) The geographic boundary limtations are as set

forth in section 2.

Section 2. That for the purpose of draining,

reclaining, and conserving the | ands herei nafter descri bed,

and protecting the sane fromthe effects of water, or |ack of

water, for controlling the water in the District and the water

tables with respect to the lands therein, for agricultural and

sanitary purposes, and for the public health conveni ence,

wel fare, utility, and benefit, Sugarland Drainage District is

hereby declared to exist and the boundaries of said Sugarl and

Drai nage District are hereby redefined and declared to be as

foll ows:

Begi nning at the Northeast corner of Section
22, Township 43 S., Range 34E; thence South

al ong the East side of Sections 22, 27 and 34,
a distance of 2 niles and 80 feet to a point 80

feet south of the Southeast corner of said
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1 Section 27, Township 43 S., Range 34 E; thence
2 West along a line 80 feet South of and parall el
3 to the South line of Sections 27,28, 29 and 30,
4 a distance of 4 niles to a point 80 feet South
5 of the Sout hwest corner of Section 30, Township
6 43 S., Range 34 E; thence continuing Wst al ong
7 a line 80 feet South of and parallel to the
8 South line of Section 25, Township 43 S., Range
9 33; E, a distance of one-half mle to a point
10 80 feet South of the South quarter, of said
11 Section 25, Township 43 S, Range 33 E; thence
12 South along the North and South quarter-section
13 line of Section 36, Township 43 S, Range 33 E
14 a di stance of 5200 nore or less to the South
15 guarter corner of said Section 36; thence
16 conti nuing South al ong the North-South
17 guarter-section line of Section 1 T. 44 S, R 33
18 E, to the South 1/4 corner of said Section 1;
19 t hence West along the South Iine of Section 1
20 T 44 S, R 33 E, a distance of one-half mle to
21 t he Sout hwest corner of Section 1, Township 44
22 S, Range 33 E; thence North along the Wst |ine
23 of Section 1, T 44 S, R33 E, Sections 36, 25,
24 24 and 13, T 43 S, R 33 E., a distance of
25 approximtely 5 niles to a point 160 feet South
26 of the section corner commpn to Sections 13,
27 14, 11 and 12, Township 43 S, Range 33 E
28 thence West along a line 160 feet South of and
29 parallel to the North line of Sections 14, and
30 15, a distance of 2 miles to a point 160 feet
31 South of and 100 feet East of the Northwest
5
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1 corner of Section 15; thence North a di stance

2 of 160 feet to the North boundary of said

3 Section 15; thence West 100 feet to the

4 Nor t hwest corner of Section 15; thence North to

5 t he Northwest corner of said Section 10,

6 Township 43 S, Range 33 E, said point being on

7 the Township |ine between Township 43 S and

8 Township 42 S, also the County |line between

9 Hendry and d ades Counties, Florida; thence
10 continue North along the extension Wst |ine of
11 Section 10 produced through the Sout heast
12 guarter of Section 33, Township 42 S, Range 33
13 E, a distance of 1105 feet nore or less to a
14 point on the North bank of Nine Ml e Canal
15 thence in a general Easterly direction al ong
16 the North bank of NNne MIle Canal through
17 Sections 33 and 34, Township 42 S, Range 33 E
18 Sections 11 and 12, Township 43 S, Range 33 E
19 and Section 7, Township 43 S, Range 34 E, the
20 foll owi ng bearings and di st ances:
21
22 North 88° 43' East, 930.0 feet; South 89° 34
23 East, 1000.0 feet; South 85° 51' East 770 feet;
24 Sout h 80° 20' East 700.00 feet; South 70° 46
25 East 900.0 feet; South 67° 20' East 1100.0
26 feet; South 65 ° 14' East 358.5 feet; South 65°
27 14' East 532.0 feet; South 61° 12' East 900.0
28 feet; South 58° 15' East 601.0 feet; South 54°
29 11' East 900.0 feet; South 52° 32' East 1700.0
30 feet; South 49° 31' East 900.0 feet; South 52°
31 14" East 700.0 feet; South 57° 27' East 1100.0
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1 feet; South 65° 39' East 700.0 feet; South 78 °
2 24' East 360.5 feet; North 81° 13" East 861.5
3 feet; North 82° 49' East 800.0 feet; North 78°
4 35' East 550.0 feet; North 61° 05 East 363.5
5 feet; North 47° 05' East 1200.0 feet; North 47°
6 05' East 1700.0 feet; North 49° 21' East 600.0
7 feet; North 52° 28' East 457.0 feet; North 49°
8 09' East 878.4 feet; North 45° 43" East 800.0
9 feet; North 49° 24' East 300.0 feet to a point
10 on the South line of Section 31, Township 42
11 Sout h, Range 34 East; thence East along the
12 South line of Sections 31 and 32, Township 42
13 S, Range 34 E. to the Westerly bank of the main
14 outfall canal of Sugarland Drai nage District;
15 thence Northeasterly al ong said bank to the
16 intersection with the Southerly right of way of
17 the Central and Southern Florida Flood
18 Control's Canal C- 21; thence Easterly al ong
19 said right of way to the Easterly bank of the
20 said main outfall canal; thence Sout hwesterly
21 al ong said Easterly bank to the intersection of
22 the Township line coommon to T. 42 S and T 43 S;
23 thence South along the North and South quarter
24 section line of Sections 8 and 17, a distance
25 of 2 mles to the North Quarter Section Corner
26 of Section 20, Township 43 S, Range 34 E
27 thence East along the North Iine of Sections
28 20, 21, and 22, a distance of 2 1/2 mles to
29 the Nort heast corner of Section 22, Township 43
30 S, Range 34 E, the point of beginning
31
7
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1 Section 3. That for the purpose of paying the costs of
2| admnistering the affairs of Sugarland Drai nage District
3| generally and for the purposes of nmintaining, operating,
4 | preserving, and rendering efficient the ditches, canals,
5] drains, |levees, and other inprovenents, and to repair and to
6 | restore the sane when needed, and for the purpose of defraying
7| the current expenses of the District, the Board of Supervisors
8| is hereby authorized, enpowered, and directed to | evy and
9| inpose, within Sugarland Drai nage District, special taxes or
10 | assessnents, which shall be known and desi ghated as the
11 [*Mai nt enance Tax."
12 Section 4. Lands held by Trustees of the Interna
13 | I mprovenent Fund of Florida shall be subject to the special
14 | taxes or assessnents authorized by this Act to be levied, and
15 ] in furtherance of the trusts upon which such | ands are hel d,
16 | the said Trustees are authorized and enpowered to pay such
17 | taxes or assessnents out of any funds in hand derived fromthe
18 | sal e of | ands, or otherw se.
19 Section 5. It shall be the duty of such officer or
20| officers as nay be charged with the duty with respect to State
21| and County taxes to assess and | evy upon all railroad
22 | property, telegraph property, and tel ephone property within
23| said District the amobunt of such taxes and assessnents as in
24 | the case of State and County taxes, and to collect the said
25 | taxes and assessnents in the sane manner as is required by | aw
26 | with respect to the assessnent and collection of taxes on such
27 | property for State and County purposes, and to remt the sane
28 | to the Treasurer of Sugarland Drainage District in the sane
29 | manner as renittances are required to be nade with respect to
30 | ot her taxes.
31
8
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1 Section 6. That all taxes and assessnents |evied by or
2| for Sugarland Drai nage District upon |lands situated within the
3| district, as defined in this Act, be, and the sane hereby are,
4 | ratified, confirned, and validated, and declared to be | ega
5] and bi ndi ng, notwi thstanding any defects in the proceedings
6 | pursuant to which such taxes and assessnents were | evied or
7] the failure upon the part of any officer or person to conply
8| with statutory provisions or requirenents relating to the
9 | assessnent and | evy of such taxes and assessnents.
10 Section 7. That all action taken by the Board of
11 | Supervisors of Sugarland Drainage District, the officers and
12 | agents of said District, in connection with the refinancing of
13 | the indebtedness of the District by or through | oans
14 | aut hori zed or di sbursed by Reconstruction Finance Corporation
15 ] and all contracts, undertakings, and agreenents entered into
16 | by said District or said Board with Reconstruction Fi nance
17 | Corporation in connection with said | oans, are, and each of
18| themis, hereby ratified, validated, confirnmed, and decl ared
19| to be legal, valid, and binding; and said Board is hereby
20 | specifically authorized to carry out, perform and execute any
21| and all agreenents, undertakings, and contracts with
22 | Reconstruction Finance Corporation relative to such | oans.
23 Section 8. That all proceedings, acts, and doi ngs,
24 | taken, done, and perforned by the Board of Supervisors,
25| agents, and officers of Sugarland Drai nage District, and
26 | | andowners of said District in neetings assenbl ed incl uding
27 | the el ection of Supervisors, since the creation of the
28| District, are, and each of themis, hereby ratified,
29 | validated, confirnmed, and declared to be legal, valid, and
30 | bi ndi ng.
31
9
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Section 9. Al special taxes or assessnents heretofore

| evied and assessed upon | ands within the boundaries of

Sugar | and Drai nage District, be, and the sane herehy are

ratified, confirned, and validated, and declared to be | ega

and bi ndi ng.

Section 10. Sugarland Drainage District is divided

into 2 zones as foll ows:

Zone A.  Shall include those | ands | ocated
south of U S. H ghway 27 and east of Canal No.
4; nanely the west 1/2 of Section 17, all of
Section 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29 and 30,
Township 43 S, Range 34 E;, and the east 1/2 of
Sections 13, 24, and 25, Township 43 S, Range
33 E.

Zone B. Shall include those lands within the
District located north of U S. H ghway 27 and
west of Canal No. 4; nanely, that portion south
of 9 Mle Canal of Sections 33 and 34, Township
42 S, Range 33 E, and Section 7 and the west
1/2 of Section 8, Township 43 S., Range 34 E
and Sections 10, 11, and 12; plus the west 1/2
of Sections 13, 21, 25 and 36, Township 43 S,
Range 33 E and the west 1/2 of Section 1,
Township 44 S, Range 33 E

Section 11. For the purpose for which naintenance

taxes of the Sugarland Drainage District are authorized to be

| evied, the Board of Supervisors of Sugarland Drai nage

District is hereby authorized, enpowered, and directed to | evy

10
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and i npose, in the manner provided by | aw, upon the | ands

within the boundaries of the District a nmi ntenance tax.

Section 12. In inposing the taxes authorized to be

levied by this act, or as it nay hereafter be anended, the

separate parcels of less than one (1) acre shall be assessed

the tax anount applicable to parcels of one (1) acre.

Section 13. It is hereby ascertai ned, deternined, and

decl ared that the benefits accrued and to accrue to the | ands

wi thin Sugarland Drainage District by virtue of the works or

public inprovenents which have been constructed heretofore by

or under the authority of the Board of Supervisors of said

district are at |least equal in amount to the taxes and

assessnents authorized by this act to be levied; and that al

lands in Zone A are equally benefited and all |lands in Zone B

are equally benefited and that the benefits to each zone are

in proportion to the ambunt of taxes authorized to be |evied

agai nst each zone.

Section 14. The Board of Supervisors of Sugarl and

Drai nage District shall have the power to designate

nmai nt enance areas identifying those |lands requiring a higher

degree of water nanagenent within Sugarland Drai nage District

and to |l evy variable maintenance tax rates upon the basis of

benefits received by lands within the nmi ntenance area.

Section 15. The Board of Supervisors of Sugarl and

Drai nage District may enter into arrangenents with other like

drai nage or water control districts to share a pro-rata cost

of insurance coverage, rental, purchases, and use of suppli es,

equi pnent, buildings, and facilities and for service of

enpl oyees.
Section 16. The governing Board of Sugarl and Drai nage

District shall be designated "Board of Supervisors of

11
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Sugar |l and Drai nage District" and shall be conposed of three

persons, who shall be resident Freehol ders of the State of
Fl ori da.
Section 17. That all other acts and proceedi ngs of the
Circuit Court of said Hendry and d ades Counties taken by,
for, and on behalf of said District since the creation

thereof; and all of the acts and proceedi ngs of the Board of

Supervi sors, the Commi ssioners, and all other officers and

agents of said District, and of said Hendry and d ades

Counties, acting for and on behalf of said District, and any

and all tax |l evies and assessnents whi ch have been nade by the

sai d Board of Supervisors for and on behalf of said District,

by and they are each and every one of them and each and every

part thereof, hereby ratified, validated, and confirned.

Section 4. Chapter 11136, Laws of Florida, 1925;
chapter 18287, Laws of Florida, 1937; chapter 26639, Laws of
Florida, 1951; chapter 28515, Laws of Florida, 1953; chapter
28516, Laws of Florida, 1953; and chapters 70-532, 72-433,
74-485, 75-381, 75-382, 77-562, and 82-297, Laws of Florida,
are hereby repeal ed.

Section 5. In case any one or nore of the sections or

provisions of this Act or the application of such sections or

provisions to any situation, circunstances, or person shal

for any reason be held to be unconstitutional, such

unconstitutionality shall not affect any other sections or

provisions of this Act or the application of such sections or

provisions to any other situation, circunstances, or person,

and it is intended that this |law shall be construed and

applied as if such section or provision had not been included

herein for any unconstitutional application

12
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Section 6. In the event of a conflict of the

provisions of this act with the provisions of any other act,

the provisions of this act shall control to the extent of such

conflict.
Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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