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Florida Senate - 2000 (NP) SB 1814
By Senator M tchel

4-1243-00 See HB
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Baker County Devel oprent
Conmi ssi on, an independent special district in
Baker County; providing for codification of
special |aws regardi ng special districts
pursuant to chapter 97-255, Laws of Florida;
providing legislative intent; codifying and
reenacting chapter 57-1129, Laws of Florida, as
anmended by chapter 59-1061, Laws of Florida;
providing district status and boundari es;
providing definitions; providing for
nmenber shi p; aut hori zing Baker County and its
i ncorporated nmunicipalities to contract with
t he Commi ssion; prescribing the Conmission's
powers and duties, including the power to issue
and validate revenue-anticipation certificates;
providing restrictions; providing for audits;
provi di ng construction; providing an allocation
from Baker County's share of tax on racing;
providing a saving clause in the event any
provision of the act is deened invalid;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Intent.--Pursuant to chapter 97-255, Laws

of Florida, this act constitutes the codification of al

special acts relating to the Baker County Devel opnent

Conmmission. It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting

this law to provide a single, conprehensive special act

charter for the Conmission, including all current |egislative
1
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authority granted to the Conmission by its several |egislative

enactnents and any additional authority granted by this act.
Section 2. Codification.--Chapter 57-1129, Laws of
Florida, and chapter 59-1061, Laws of Florida, relating to the

Baker County Devel opnent Conmi ssion, are codified, reenacted,

anended, and repeal ed as herein provided.

Section 3. The Baker County Devel opnent Commission is
re-created and the charter for such commission is re-created
and reenacted to read:

Section 1. Status and boundari es. --The Baker County

Devel opnent Commi ssion is hereby declared to be an i ndependent

special district, a public corporation of the State of

Florida, within the statutory boundari es of Baker County.

Section 2. Definitions.--Wen used in this act, the

following words and terns, unless a different neani ng appears

clearly fromthe context, shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(1) "Conmission" shall nean the Baker County

Devel opnent Commi ssion created by this act.

(2) "Project" shall nean and include the acquisition

of |l ands, properties, and i nprovenents for devel opnent,

expansi on, and pronotion of industry, comerce, agriculture,

nat ural resources, and vocational training, and the

construction of buildings and plants for the purpose of

selling, leasing, or renting such structures to private

persons, firns, or corporations.

(3) "Cost of project" shall enbrace the cost of

construction, the cost of all |and, properties, easenents,

rights, and franchi ses acquired, the cost of nmachinery and

equi pnent, financing charges, interest prior to and during

construction, cost of engineering, architectural, and | ega

expense, and plans and specifications and ot her expenses
2
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1| necessary or incident to deternining the feasibility or

2| practicability of the project, admi nistrative expenses, and

3 | such other expenses as may be necessary or incident to the

4 | financing herein authorized for the construction of any

5] project and placing the sane in operation

6 Section 3. Conmi ssion; creation and purpose.--For the
7 | purpose of perforning such acts as shall be necessary for the
8 | sound planning for, and devel opnent of, Baker County, there is
9| created a body corporate and politic to be known as the Baker
10 | County Devel opnent Conmi ssion, which is deened to be a public
11 | corporation by that name, which body may contract and be

12 | contracted with and sue and be sued in all courts of |aw and
13| equity.

14 Section 4. Menbership; appoi ntnent, term of

15| office.--The Conm ssion shall be conposed of seven nenbers,
16 | each of whom shall be a freeholder and a qualified el ector of
17 | the County. Menbers of the Conmission shall be appointed by
18 | the Governor as follows: one nenber fromeach of the County
19 | Conmission districts of the County as they are now or nay

20 | hereafter be constituted, and two nenbers fromthe County at
21| large. Two of the nenbers nust be wonmen. All appointnents

22 | shall be fromthe sane district as the outgoing nenber and

23| shall be for 4-year terns except appointnments to fil

24 | vacanci es, which shall be for the unexpired termonly. Any

25 | nenber of the Conmi ssion whose termhas expired may renmain in
26 | office until a replacenent is appointed by the Governor

27 Section 5. Ex officio nenbers.--The mayor of each

28 | incorporated nmunicipality and the chair of the Board of County
29 | Conmi ssi oners shall be ex officio nmenbers of the Commi ssion
30 Section 6. Chair and vice chair.--The Comi ssi on shal
31| elect fromits nenbership at its organi zati onal neeting, and
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annually thereafter, a chair and a vice chair who shall act as

secretary for the Conmi ssion

Section 7. Quorum transaction of business.--Any four

nenbers shall constitute a quorumfor the transaction of the

ordi nary busi ness of the Conmi ssion. However, any action with

respect to any project of the Commi ssion nust be approved by

not | ess than four affirnmati ve votes. No busi ness shall be

transacted except at regularly called neetings and duly

recorded in the m nutes thereof.

Section 8. Conpensation, travel expenses.--Mnbers of

the Commi ssion shall serve without conpensation but shall be

rei mbursed for travel expenses incurred in the performance of

their duties as nenbers of the Conm ssion

Section 9. Authority of County and Cities to

contract.--Baker County and all incorporated Cities therein

are expressly authorized to enter into contracts with the

Conmi ssion as a public corporation.

Section 10. Powers and duties.--The Baker County

Devel opnment Commi ssi on shall have the foll owi ng powers:

(1) To have a seal and alter the sane at pl easure.

(2) To acquire, hold, and di spose of persona

property, including the stock of other corporations, for its

cor por at e pur poses.

(3) To enter into contracts with Baker County and al

i ncorporated Cities therein.

(4) To acquire in its own nane by purchase, on such

terns and conditions and in such manner as it nmay deem proper

real property or liens or easenents therein or franchises

necessary or convenient for its corporate purposes, and to use

the sanme, and to | ease or nake contracts with respect to the

use or disposition of same in any manner the Comn ssion deens
4
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to its best advantage. |If the Conmission shall deemit

expedi ent to construct any project, or use any project already

constructed, on lands the title to which shall then be in

Baker County or in one of its incorporated Cities, the

governing authorities of such County and Cities are

authorized, in their discretion, to convey title to such

| ands, including any inprovenents thereon, to the Conmi ssion

(5) To select and appoi nt agents and enpl oyees,

i ncludi ng engineers, architects, builders, and attorneys, and

to fix their conpensati on.

(6) To nmke contracts and to execute all instrunents

necessary or convenient, including contracts for construction

| ease, rental, and sale of projects, or contracts with respect

to the use of projects which it erects or acquires.

(7) To construct, erect, acquire, own, repair,

renodel, maintain, extend, inprove, equip, operate, and nanage

projects, self-liquidating or otherwi se, |ocated on property

owned or | eased by the Conmi ssion, and to pay the costs of any

such projects fromthe proceeds of revenue-anticipation

certificates of the Conmission or fromany grant from Baker

County or any of the incorporated Cities therein, or from any

grant fromthe State, or fromany contribution or |oan by

persons, firns, or corporations, all of which the Conmi ssion

is hereby authorized to receive and accept and use.

(8) To borrow noney for any of its corporate purposes

and to execute notes, nortgages, deeds to secure debt, trust

deeds, and such other instrunents as nmay be necessary or

conveni ent to evidence and secure such borrow ng.

(9) To exercise any power granted by the | aws of

Florida to public or private corporations perforning sinilar
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functions which is not in conflict with the State Constitution

and the | aws of Florida.

(10) To do all things necessary or convenient to carry

out the powers expressly conferred by this act.

(11) To adopt, alter, or repeal its own bylaws, rules,

and regul ati ons governing the manner in which its business may

be transacted and in which the power granted to it may be

enj oyed as the Commi ssi on may deem necessary or expedient in

facilitating its business.

(12) To issue revenue-anticipation certificates for

t he purpose of paying all or any part of the cost of any

project of the Conm ssion. Such revenue-anticipation

certificates shall be issued and validated under and in

accordance with the applicable provisions of the | aws of
Fl ori da.
(13) To performsuch powers and duties as nmay from

time to tine be authorized by the Legislature.
Section 11. Creation of State and County debts
prohi bited. --The Conm ssion shall not be enpowered or

authorized in any nanner to create a debt as against the

State, Baker County, or any of the incorporated Cties

t her ei n.
Section 12. Audit.--The books and records of the
Conmi ssion shall be audited annually when revenues or

expendi tures are greater than $50,000, at the expense of the

Conmi ssion, by a conpetent auditor. The Commi ssi on shal

furni sh copies of said audit to Baker County.

Section 13. Construction.--This act, being for the

pur pose of devel oping and pronoting the public good and the

wel fare of Baker County and the incorporated Cities therein
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1| and their inhabitants, shall be liberally construed to effect
2 | the purposes thereof.

3 Section 14. There is hereby appropriated, for the

4 | purposes contained in this act, the first $10,000 after the
5| first $58,000 of the noneys accruing to Baker County under the
6 | provisions of chapter 550, Florida Statutes.

7 Section 15. It is declared to be the legislative
8|lintent that if any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or
9| provision of this act is held invalid, the remai nder of the
10| act shall not be affected.

11 Section 4. Chapters 57-1129 and 59-1061, Laws of

12 | Florida, and all laws or parts of laws in conflict with the
13 | provisions of this act are hereby repeal ed.

14 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
15| | aw

16
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