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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 1815
Arendnment No. 2 (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

The Committee on Education Appropriations offered the
fol | owi ng:

Substitute Amendment for Amendment (600251) (with title
amendment)
Renove fromthe bill: Everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert in |lieu thereof:
Section 1. Fl ori da School for Science and

Technol ogy.--There is established the Florida School for

Sci ence and Technol ogy to be nmanaged and controlled by the

Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent Authority (TRDA),

created by s. 2, chapter 87-455, Laws of Florida.

(1) The Florida School for Science and Technol ogy

shall be a residential public school |ocated in Brevard

County, the attendance area for which shall be the entire

state. The Florida School for Science and Technol ogy shal

offer:
(a) Accelerated prograns in the areas of nmmth,

sci ence, and technology to students in grades 11 and 12 who

neet the eligibility requirenents established according to
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this section.

(b) Summer prograns for elenentary and secondary

school students and teachers.
(2) The TRDA shall be responsible for the
admi ni stration and operation of the Florida School for Science

and Technol ogy. However, the board of directors of the TRDA

shal | appoint a board of trustees to which the TRDA nmay

del egate responsibility for any aspect of the operation or

adm ni stration of the school, including, but not limted to:

(a) The appointnent of a director of the school

(b) The adoption by rule, pursuant to ss. 120.536(1)
and 120.54, Florida Statutes, of student eligibility and
gual ification requirenents, the size of the student body,

student sel ecti on net hods and standards, and procedures for

t he operation of the school

(c) The establishnent of a student application and

appeal process.

Adm ssion to the Florida School for Science and Technol ogy

shal |l be considered a privilege reserved for certain qualified

students, rather than a right afforded to the student

popul ation in general. In exercising any del egat ed

responsibility, the board of trustees shall remmin accountable
to the TRDA for its actions.
(3) In order to facilitate innovative practices, the

Fl orida School for Science and Technol ogy shall be exenpt from

those requirenents of chapters 230 through 235 of the Florida

School Code relating to curriculum and operations, except

those pertaining to civil rights and student health, safety,

and wel fare. The school shall not be exenpt from chapter 119,

Florida Statutes, relating to public records, and s. 286.011
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Florida Statutes, relating to public neetings and records,

public inspection, and penalties.

(4) The TRDA shall annually prepare and subnit a

| egi sl ative budget request to the Departnent of Education in

accordance with chapter 216 and s. 235.41, Florida Statutes.
(5) The TRDA shall serve as the fiscal agent of the
Fl ori da School for Science and Technol ogy, which shall be

funded by state appropriations and private contributions and

endownents. Funds for operations shall be provided to the TRDA

in the General Appropriations Act.
(6) The TRDA shall develop a plan for the
establi shnent of the Florida School for Science and

Technol ogy, including tinelines for projected stages of

operation, construction, enrollnent, and costs. The TRDA shal

annually subnmit to the President of the Senate, the Speaker of

t he House of Representatives, and the Conmi ssioner of

Education a report addressing the status of school

devel opnent, operations, enrollnent, student achi evenent, and

proj ected fundi ng needs.
(7) Students enrolled in the Florida School for
Sci ence and Technol ogy shall participate in the statew de

assessnent program pursuant to s. 229.57. The Florida Schoo

for Science and Technol ogy shall conply with state schoo

accountability standards and reporting requirenments.
(8) The TRDA and the board of trustees of the Florida
School for Science and Technol ogy shall devel op enrol |l nent

policies to ensure equal access and a student body that

reflects the racial, ethnic, and soci oeconom c diversity of

t he student popul ation of the state.
(9) The TRDA and the board of trustees of the Florida
School for Science and Technol ogy shall not be exenpt from
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federal requirenents for public schools, such as provisions

regardi ng exceptional student education and students with

di sabilities.
Section 2. For the fiscal year 2000-2001, there is
her eby appropriated to the Technol ogi cal Research and
Devel opnent Authority fromthe General Revenue Fund, $250, 000
for planning of the Florida School for Science and Technol ogy.

Section 3. (1) The Legislature finds that it is in

the public interest to provide for the reenactnent by genera

| aw of a Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent Authority

created by chapter 87-455, Laws of Florida, and to extend its

powers and duties beyond Brevard County. The Technol ogi ca

Research and Devel opment Authority shall pronpte scientific

research and devel opnent in Florida, with the goal of

establishing Florida as a center for high technol ogy and

econom ¢ devel opnent to serve the public good.

(2) There is created and incorporated the

Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent Authority as an

i ndependent special district.

(3)(a) The authority shall be governed by a comn ssion

of seven persons who are residents of this state. The Brevard

County Legislative Del egation shall nomi nate three candi dates

for each of five conmi ssion vacancies, and the CGovernor shal

appoi nt a nenber of the conmission fromthe nom nees for the

vacancy. Further, the Governor shall sel ect and appoint the

two remmi ning nenbers of the comi ssi on. The Governor shal

appoi nt each nmenber for a termof 4 years, who shall serve

until his or her successor is appointed. If a vacancy occurs

during a nenber's term the Governor shall appoint a person to

fill the vacancy for the remainder of the nenber's term The

Governor may renove any nenber for nsfeasance, nal feasance
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or willful neglect of duty. Each nenber of the authority

before entering upon his or her duties shall take and

subscri be the oath of affirmation required by the State

Constitution. The existing board nenbers appointed under

chapter 87-455, Laws of Florida, of the existing Technol ogy

Research and Devel opnent Authority |aw may serve the renmi nder

of their terns.

(b) The authority shall annually el ect one of its

nenbers as chair and one as vice chair and nmay al so appoint a

secretary who shall serve at the pleasure of the authority.

The authority may al so appoi nt such other officers as

necessary.
(4) The conmmi ssion has powers and duties as foll ows:

(a) To plan and undertake a program of action that

pronmotes scientific research and devel opnent and fosters

public and private education

(b) To contract with and support the prograns of those

accredited educational institutions with a research capability

and whi ch have main canpuses within this state in the

furtherance of the objectives of the authority and to contract

with any other accredited educational institution in

furtherance of the objectives of the authority to establish

public-private partnershi ps and create, sponsor, and nmanage

not-for-profit entities to inplenent or facilitate the

pur poses of the authority.

(c) To nmke and nmanage grants and bequests, and to

enter into contracts and other agreements with units of

governnent and private parties for the purpose of obtaining

funds for projects and prograns that further the objectives of

the authority.

(d) To establish an annual budget and anend the budget
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when necessary.

(e) To adopt an official seal and alter it at its

pl easure.
(f) To nmmintain an office at such place or places in

Brevard County or el sewhere as it nmay designate.

(g) To sue and be sued in its own nane.

(h) To acquire by | ease, purchase, or option real and

personal property for any use consistent with the purposes of

this act.
(i) To finance or refinance and to secure the issuance

and repaynent of bonds, if all revenue bonds or other debt

obligations are payable solely fromthe revenues derived from

the sale, operation, or leasing of projects to the authority.

Any bonds issued by the authority do not constitute a debt,

liability, or obligation of any authority or county or of the

state or any political subdivision, and such revenue bond or

debt obligations nust be paid solely fromrevenues derived

fromthe sale, operation, or leasing of a project or projects.

(j) To enploy personnel, consultants, accountants,

attorneys, engineers, and other experts as necessary and

convenient in the execution of the powers of the authority.

(5) This act shall be liberally construed to

effectuate its purposes.

(6) The duties and responsibilities of the authority

nmust be carried out in accordance with chapter 189, Florida

Statutes, relating to i ndependent special districts.

(7) |If any provision of this act or the application

thereof to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the

invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications

of the act which can be given effect without the invalid

provision or application, and to this end the provisions of
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this act are decl ared severabl e.
Section 4. Chapter 87-455, Laws of Florida, is
repeal ed. All contracts, |eases, obligations, and agreenents

of the Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent Authority shal

be continued in full force and effect upon this act beconing a

| aw.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
Renmbve fromthe title of the bill: the entire title

and insert in lieu thereof:

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to the Technol ogi cal Research
and Devel oprment Aut hority; establishing the
Fl orida School for Science and Technol ogy;
assigning responsibility for the adnmi nistration
and operation of the school to the
Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent
Authority (TRDA); establishing the purpose and
attendance area of the school; providing
certain requirenments for participation in
prograns offered by the school; requiring the
TRDA to appoint a board of trustees for the
school ; authorizing the TRDA to del egate
responsibilities to the board of trustees;
provi di ng exenptions fromcertain statutes;
providing funding requirenents; providing for a
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pl anni ng process; providing for student
participation in the statew de assessnent
program providing criteria for enroll nent
policies; providing an appropriation

reenacting the Technol ogi cal Research and

Devel opnent Authority; establishing the
purposes of the authority; setting a conmi ssion
to govern the authority; prescribing the duties
and responsibilities of the conm ssion and
terns of office; providing a procedure for the
appoi nt nent of the commi ssion; providing for

i beral construction; providing severability;
repealing ch. 87-455, Laws of Florida, relating
to the Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent
Authority; providing for the effect of certain
contracts, |eases, obligations, and agreenents;
providing an effective date.
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