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By Representatives Ritchie, Posey, Frankel, Levine,
Detert, (gles, Stansel, Cosgrove, Brown, K. Smth, Bo%q,
Kosmas, Henriquez, Sobel, Rayson, Wles, Fiorentino, C. Geen
H |, Chestnut, Futch, Bullard, W] son, Edwards, Heal ey,
(Additional Sponsors on Last Printed Page)

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to personnel of the schoo

3 system anending s. 24.121, F. S.; providing for
4 funding of the Project Teach Tuition Stipend

5 Program fromthe Educati onal Enhancenent Trust
6 Fund; creating s. 231.315, F.S.; providing for
7 t he establishnent of nobdel peer assistance and
8 review prograns; providing for nininum

9 standards; providing for technical assistance
10 and all ocations; anending s. 231.600, F.S.

11 i ncl udi ng addi tional professional devel opnent
12 activities in the School Community Professiona
13 Devel opnent Act; requiring an assessnent of

14 expendi tures for professional devel opnent;

15 creating s. 231.64, F.S.; creating the Project
16 Teach Tuition Stipend Program providing

17 eligibility requirenents; providing for funding
18 and distribution of funds; anending s.

19 236. 08106, F.S.; providing for a retesting fee
20 and program under the Excellent Teaching

21 Program anending s. 236.0811, F.S.; providing
22 requi renments for educational training for

23 support staff; providing for additional days of
24 inservice training; providing an effective

25 dat e.

26

27| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
28

29 Section 1. Paragraphs (b) and (e) of subsection (5) of
30| section 24.121, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
31
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1 24.121 Al ocation of revenues and expenditure of funds
2| for public education.--

3 (5)

4 (b) Except as provided in paragraphs (c), (d), and

5] (e), the Legislature shall equitably apportion noneys in the

6 | trust fund anong public schools, community coll eges, and

7 | universities.

8 (e) Al conponents of the Florida Bright Futures

9 | Schol arship Program and the Project Teach Tuition Stipend

10 | Program shall be funded annually fromthe Educati ona

11 | Enhancenent Trust Fund. Funds shall be allocated to these

12 | prograns this—program prior to application of the forrmula for
13| equitable distribution to public schools, community coll eges,
14 | and state universities. |If shortages require reductions in

15| estimated distributions fromthe Educati onal Enhancenent Trust
16 | Fund, funds for the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
17 | and the Project Teach Tuition Stipend Program shall be reduced
18 | only after reductions in all other distributions are nade.

19 Section 2. Section 231.315, Florida Statutes, is

20| created to read:

21 231. 315 Peer assistance and review.--

22 (1) The Legislature, the education community, and the
23 | public expect high standards of professional practice from

24 | school administrators and instructional staff. To pronote high
25 | professional standards, admi nistrators and instructional staff
26 | nust devel op a system of shared accountability. Peer

27 | assistance and review is a process in which highly skilled

28 | instructional personnel serve in a consulting role with their
29 | peers to inprove the quality of classroominstruction. Peer

30 | assistance and review all ows administrators and instructiona
31| personnel to share the responsibility of nentoring, training,
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1| assisting, and review ng the professional standards and

2| practices of instructional personnel.

3 (2) Peer assistance and revi ew prograns nust neet the
4| foll ow ng m ni num st andar ds:

5 (a) Program provisions nmust be devel oped through the

6 | coll ective bargai ni ng agreenent between the teachers

7 | associ ation and the school district.

8 (b) A joint instructional personnel and schoo

9| district governing body nust be created with responsibility to
10 | revi ew recommendati ons of the consulting peer instructiona

11 | personnel

12 (c) Consulting peer instructional personnel nust be

13 | recogni zed by their peers as highly skilled practitioners and
14 | nust be selected by their peers.

15 (d) Consulting peer instructional personnel nust be

16 | properly conpensated and trai ned.

17 (e) Consulting peer instructional personnel nust

18 | provi de assistance and review for instructional personnel wth
19 | the sane area of expertise as the consulting peer

20 | i nstructional personnel nenber

21 (f) Consulting peer instructional personnel nust not
22 | be considered adninistrative personnel and nust retain status
23| within the enpl oyees' coll ective bargaining unit.

24 (3) For fiscal years 2000-2001 and 2001-2002, up to

25| six school districts nmay be selected to establish nodel peer
26 | assi stance and review prograns. At | east one district selected
27 | nust have |l ess than 6,000 students and at | east one district
28 | sel ected nust have nore than 100, 000 students. Districts that
29 | wish to apply for selection nust submit an application to the
30 | Departnent of Educati on by Septenber 1, 2000, which includes
31| the agreenent between the teachers' association and the schoo
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1| district. By Cctober 1, 2000, the departnent shall select the
2| participating districts based on the quality of their

3| applications.

4 (4) The departnent shall provide technical assistance
5| to selected school districts to establish nodel peer

6 | assi stance and revi ew prograns.

7 (5) The school districts selected to establish node

8 | peer assistance and revi ew prograns shall receive an

9] allocation fromthe departnent as established in the Genera
10 | Appropriati ons Act.

11 (6) During the 2001-2002 fiscal year, the departnent
12 | shall assess the results of the sel ected npdel peer assistance
13 | and review prograns and shall subnit a report to the Governor
14 | the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
15 | Representatives by March 1, 2002. The report mnust include the
16 | departnent's reconmendation as to the continuation or

17 | expansi on of peer assistance and revi ew prograns.

18 Section 3. Subsections (3) and (5) and paragraph (b)
19 | of subsection (4) of section 231.600, Florida Statutes, are
20 | anended to read:

21 231.600 School Community Professional Devel oprment

22 | Act. --

23 (3) The activities designed to i nplenent this section
24 | nust:

25 (a) Increase the success of educators in guiding

26 | student | earning and devel opnent and identifying and neeting
27 | state standards for student learning so as to inplenent state
28 | and | ocal educational standards, goals, and initiatives.:

29 (b) Assist the school community in providing

30 | stinmulating educational activities that encourage and notivate
31
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students to achieve at the highest |evels and to becone active
| ear ners. ;—and

(c) Provide continuous support as well as tenporary
intervention for education professionals who need i nprovenent
in know edge, skills, and performance.

(d) Convey to the school community the adopted best

practices for effective teaching.

(e) Exanine elenents of successful schools and the

roles of instructional personnel, adninistrators, parents, and

ot her school community nenbers in those schools.

(f) Encourage instructional personnel to design

per sonal professional devel opnent plans to inprove

prof essi onal practice and increase student performance.

(4) The Departnent of Education, school districts,
school s, and public colleges and universities share the
responsibilities described in this section. These
responsibilities include the follow ng:

(b) Each district school board shall consult with
i nstructional personnel teachets and representatives of

coll ege and university faculty, comrunity agencies, and other
interested citizen groups to establish policy and procedures
to guide the operation of the district professiona

devel opnent program The professional devel opnent system
nmust :

1. Require that principals and school s use student
achi evenent data, school discipline data, school environnent
surveys, assessnments of parental satisfaction, and other
performance indicators to identify school and student needs
that can be net by inproved professional performance, and
assi st principals and schools in nmaking these
identifications.

5
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2. Provide training activities coupled with followp
support that is appropriate to acconplish district-Ilevel and
school -l evel inprovenent goals and standards. ;-

3. Provide training and ot her professional devel opnent

at the school level which is appropriate to the needs of the

students of the school and consistent with the schoo

i mprovenent plan.

4.3— Provide for systematic consultation with regiona
and state personnel designated to provide technical assistance
and eval uation of |ocal professional devel opnent prograns. ;-

5.4 Provide for delivery of professional devel opnent
by distance | earning and ot her technol ogy-based delivery
systems to reach nore educators at |ower costs. i —and

6.5 Continuously evaluate the quality and
ef fecti veness of professional devel opnent prograns in order to
elimnate ineffective prograns and strategies and to expand
ef fective ones. Eval uations nust consider the inpact of such
activities on the performance of participating educators and
their students' achi evemrent and behavi or

(5) Each district school board shall provide funding
for the systemas required by s. 236.081, and shall direct
expendi tures from other funding sources to strengthen the
system and make it uniform and coherent. A school district
may coordinate its professional devel opnent programw th that
of another district, with an educati onal consortium or with a
coll ege or university, especially in preparing and educating
personnel . School districts, in coordination with schoo

personnel and the school conmmunity, shall devel op an ongoi ng

assessnent of the effectiveness of current expenditures for

prof essi onal devel opnent with an enphasi s on increasing

student perfornmance and i nprovi ng professional perfornance.
6
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Section 4. Section 231.64, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
231.64 Project Teach Tuition Stipend Program --

(1) The Project Teach Tuition Stipend Programis

created to establish a lottery-funded tuition stipend program

for instructional personnel, instructional specialists, and

educati onal support personnel who enroll in a qualified

educati on program and who neet the standards of performance as

defined in subsection (4).

(2) The program shall be adm nistered by the schoo

district or other public school where the instructiona

enpl oyee, instructional specialist, or educational support

enpl oyee i s enpl oyed. The school district or other public

school nust advertise the programand its requirenents to the

el i gi bl e school personnel

(3) To be eligible for the program an enpl oyee nust

be a full-tine instructional enployee, instructiona

speci al i st, or educational support enpl oyee.

(4)(a) Instructional personnel and instructiona

specialists eligible to receive funds fromthe program nust be

enrolled in a qualified program of study which will result in

the awardi ng of an advanced degree in the enpl oyee's

specialization area or in a programof study which qualifies

the enployee to teach in a critical teacher shortage area, as
defined in s. 231.62. Stipends for tuition and books shall be
made for each course included in the qualified program of

st udy.
(b) Educational support personnel eligible to receive

funds fromthe programnust be enrolled in a qualified program

of study which will result in the awarding of the required

degree and certification to teach in Florida. Stipends for
7
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1| tuition and books shall be made for each course included in

2| the qualified program of study.

3 (c) An enployee receiving stipends fromthis program
4| nust agree to teach in a Florida public school for at |east 2
5] years after conpleting the qualified programof study. This

6| requirenent is satisfied if, after 2 years from conpl eti on of
7| the qualified program an enpl oyee has applied for teaching

8 | positions within the enpl oyee's school district or school, but
9 | has been unsuccessful in securing a position

10 (d) An enployee who does not conplete the qualified

11 | program of study within 5 years after receiving the first

12 | tuition stipend award or who does not teach in Florida

13 | pursuant to paragraph (c) shall repay to the school district
14 | or public school that issued the stipend awards an anpunt

15 ) equal to the total stipends the enpl oyee received. Any

16 | repaynent of tuition stipends shall be used to reduce the

17 | school district's or school's future distribution of Project
18 | Teach Tuition Stipend Programfunds fromthe Departnment of

19 | Educati on.

20 (5) Funding for the program nust be allocated fromthe
21 | Educati onal Enhancenent Trust Fund in accordance with s.

221 24.121. If allocated funds are not adequate to provide the

23 | maxi nrum al | owabl e sti pend, stipends nust be prorated using the
24 | sanme percentage reduction

25 (6) The Departnent of Education shall distribute funds
26 | for the programtw ce during the fiscal year, by Cctober 1 and
27 | March 1. School districts and other eligible public schools
28 | shall submit a request for funds on a form approved by the

29 | departnent. Each school district and public school that

30| receives funds fromthis programshall establish a process

31
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t hat docunents an enployee's eligibility to receive the

sti pend.

Section 5. Subsection (2) of section 236.08106,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

236. 08106 Excellent Teachi ng Program --

(2) The Excellent Teaching Programis created to
provi de categorical funding for nonetary incentives and
bonuses for teaching excellence. The Departnent of Education
shall distribute to each school district or to the NBPTS an
anount as prescribed annually by the Legislature for the
Excel | ent Teaching Program Unl ess otherw se provided in the
CGeneral Appropriations Act, each distribution shall be the sum
of the ampbunts earned for the follow ng incentives and
bonuses:

(a) A fee subsidy to be paid by the Departnent of
Education to the NBPTS on behal f of each individual who is an
enpl oyee of a district school board or a public school wthin
the school district, who is certified by the district to have
denonstrated satisfactory teaching perfornance pursuant to s.
231.29 and who satisfies the prerequisites for participating
in the NBPTS certification program and who agrees, in
witing, to pay 10 percent of the NBPTS participation fee and
to participate in the NBPTS certification programduring the
school year for which the fee subsidy is provided. The fee
subsidy for each eligible participant shall be an anobunt equa
to 90 percent of the fee charged for participating in the
NBPTS certification program—but—moet—rore—than—$1,-800per
eH-gibte—partiecipant. The fee subsidy is a one-tine award and
may not be duplicated for any individual

(b) A portfolio-preparation incentive of $150 paid by
t he Departnent of Education to each teacher enpl oyed by a

9
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di strict school board or a public school within a schoo
district who is participating in the NBPTS certification
program The portfolio-preparation incentive is a one-tine
award pai d during the school year for which the NBPTS fee
subsi dy is provided.

(c) An annual bonus equal to 10 percent of the prior
fiscal year's statew de average salary for classroomteachers
to be distributed to the school district to be paid to each
i ndi vi dual who hol ds NBPTS certification and is enpl oyed by
the district school board or by a public school within the
school district. The district school board shall distribute
t he annual bonus to each individual who neets the requirenents
of this paragraph and who is certified annually by the
district to have denonstrated satisfactory teaching
perfornmance pursuant to s. 231.29. The annual bonus nay be
paid as a single paynent or divided into not nore than three
paynents.

(d) An annual bonus equal to 10 percent of the prior
fiscal year's statew de average salary for classroomteachers
to be distributed to the school district to be paid to each
i ndi vi dual who neets the requirenments of paragraph (c) and
agrees, in witing, to provide the equivalent of 12 workdays
of nmentoring and rel ated services to public school teachers
within the district who do not hold NBPTS certification. The
di strict school board shall distribute the annual bonus in a
singl e paynent following the conpletion of all required
nmentoring and rel ated services for the year. It is not the
intent of the Legislature to renove excellent teachers from
their assigned cl assroons; therefore, credit nmay not be
granted by a school district or public school for nentoring or

10
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1| related services provided during the regul ar school day or
2| during the 196 days of required service for the school year
3 (e) Aretesting fee subsidy equal to the total
4 | retesting fee charged by the NBPTS nust be awarded to any
5| teacher who conpleted the certification programbut failed to
6 | be awarded NBPTS certification and who applies to the NBPTS
7| for retesting within 3 years after his or her first
8| participation in the NBPTS certification process.
9
10 | A teacher for whomthe state pays the certification fee or
11 | retesting fee and who does not conplete the certification
12 | program or retesting programor does not teach in a public
13 | school of this state for at & | east 1 year after conpleting
14 | the certification programor retesting program nust repay the
15 | anount of the certification fee to the state. However, a
16 | teacher who conpletes the certification programbut fails to
17 | be awarded NBPTS certification is not required to repay the
18 | anpbunt of the certification fee if the teacher neets the
19 | 1-year teaching requirenent. Repaynent is not required of a
20 | teacher who does not conplete the certification program or
21| fails to fulfill the teaching requirenent because of the
22 | teacher's death or disability or because of other extenuating
23 | circunstances as determ ned by the State Board of Education
24 Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
25| 236.0811, Florida Statutes, is anended, and subsection (3) is
26 | added to that section, to read:
27 236. 0811 Educational training.--
28 (2)(a)l. Pursuant to rules of the Conmi ssioner of
29 | Educati on, each school board shall devel op and annually
30 | approve a nmaster plan for inservice educational training. The
31| plan shall include all inservice prograns for all district

11
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enpl oyees fromall fund sources and shall be updated annually
by Septenber 1 using criteria and procedures for continued
approval as specified by rule of the conm ssioner
Verification that the plan neets all requirenents of this
section and s. 231.600, where applicable, nust be subnitted

annually to the conmi ssioner by Cctober 1. The plan nust be
based on an assessnent of the inservice educational training
needs of the district conducted by a conmittee that includes
parents, classroomteachers, and other educational personnel
This assessnent nust identify districtw de inservice needs and
the inservice training needs of |ocal schools. The plan nust
include, at a mnimum the inservice activities that are
necessary for inplenentation of the schools' inprovenent plans
during the current fiscal year. The plan nust include, but is
not linmted to, conponents addressing: conpetencies in the
identification, assessnent, and prescription of instruction
for exceptional students; conpetencies in the identification
assessnent, and prescription of instruction for child abuse
and negl ect prevention and for substance and al cohol abuse
prevention; and conpetencies in instruction for nulticultural
sensitivity in the classroom In addition, the plan nust
i nclude a conponent to provide regular training to classroom
teachers on advances in the field of normal child devel opnent
and the disorders of devel opnent. The plan nust al so include
conponents that nay be used to satisfy the certification
requi renents applicable to teachers of students with linited
proficiency in English and conponents that may be used for the
renewal of a certificate in each of the followi ng areas: a
study of the mi ddl e grades, understanding the student in the
m ddl e grades, organizing interdisciplinary instruction in the
m ddl e grades, developing critical thinking and creative

12
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thinking in students in the mddle grades, counseling
functions of the teacher in the niddle grades, devel oping
creative learning materials for the mddle grades, and

pl anni ng and eval uating prograns in the niddle grades. The
pl an rmust include inservice activities for all district
enpl oyees fromall fund sources.

2. O assroomteachers and gui dance counsel ors shall be
required to participate in the inservice training for child
abuse and negl ect prevention, for al cohol and substance abuse
prevention education, and for nmulticultural sensitivity
education, which may include negotiation and conflict
resol ution training.

3. Training for support staff nust enphasize the

wor ki ng partnership of support staff with instructional staff

and nethods for increasing effectiveness in the instructiona

pr ocess.
(3) In addition to the 196 days of service for

10-nmont h personnel, 2 additional days of inservice training

nust be provided to all instructional personnel and

i nstructional specialists. These 2 days of training should

enphasi ze professi onal devel opnent at the school |evel which

is appropriate to the needs of the students of the school and

consistent with the school inprovenent plan. Conpensation for

t hese days nust be based on the enployee's daily rate of pay

and nust be contingent upon funding included in the annua

Ceneral Appropriations Act.
Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.

13
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LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

Creates the |ottery-funded Project Teach Tuition Stipend
Program for instructional personnel, instructional
specCi al i sts, and educational support personnel. Provides
criteria for e|!gIbI|ItY. Provi des for the establishment
of school districCt nodel peer assistance and review

prograns. Provides additional school district

prof'essi onal devel opnent activities and requires an
assessnent of certaln expenditures. Provides for a
retesting fee and programunder the Excel|ent Teaching
Program “Provi des requirenents for educational training
for support staff. Provides for additional days of
inservice training for certain school personnéel
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ADDI TI ONAL SPONSCORS

, Ritter, Jones, Hafner, Lawson, L. MIller
etion, Spratt, Morroni, Bradl ey, Suarez,
Ef f ran and Bush
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A G eene, Eggte
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Logan, Merchant,
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