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SENATE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1910

Anmendnment No.

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Senator Cowi n noved the foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 19, between lines 21 and 22,

i nsert:

Section 11. Present paragraph (c) of subsection (13)
of section 409.175, Florida Statutes, is redesignated as
par agraph (e) and new paragraphs (c) and (d) are added to that
section to read:

409.175 Licensure of fanmily foster hones, residential
chil d-caring agencies, and chil d-placing agencies. --

(13)

(c) In consultation with foster parents, each district

or | ead agency shall develop a plan for nmaking the conpl etion

of the required training as conveni ent as possible for

potential foster parents and energency-shelter parents. The

pl an should include, without linitation, such strategies as

providing training in nontraditional |ocations and at

nontraditional tines. The plan nust be revised at |east

annual ly and nmust be included in the information provided to
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each person applying to becone a foster parent or

ener gency-shel ter parent.

(d) Upon a foster hone becoming |icensed, the

departnent or its agent nust provide the foster parent with

information regarding the antici pated date of placenent of a

foster child; and, if a child is not placed in that hone

within 60 days, the departnent nust provide nonthly status

reports and explanations to the foster parent regarding

pl acement of children in the hone.

Section 12. Section 409.1753, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

409. 1753 Foster care; duties.--

(1) The departnent shall ensure that, within each

district, each foster hone is given a tel ephone nunber for the

foster parent to call during nornmal working hours whenever

i medi ate assi stance is needed and the child' s caseworker is

unavai l able. This nunber nust be staffed and answered by

i ndi vi dual s possessi ng the know edge and authority necessary

to assist foster parents.

(2) To the extent practicable, the departnent or its

agent shall assign new foster care cases, in ways that

m nimze the nunber of caseworkers who nust interact with a

gi ven foster hone. Each district or designated agent of the

departnment shall annually develop a witten plan that

descri bes actions that will be taken to mnim ze the nunber of

caseworkers with whom each foster parent nust interact and

nmust provide a copy of the plan to all |icensed foster hones.

(3) Unless a child' s safety is at risk, as docunented

in the child s case file, the departnent or its agent shal

provide at least 2 weeks' notice to the child and his or her

foster parent prior to the child being noved to anot her
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pl acement in order to provide sufficient tine for all parties,

including the child and the foster parent, to plan for the

nove.

Section 13. Any funds appropriated for the

establ i shment of nodel dependency court pilot prograns for
Fi scal Year 2000-2001 in the 5th, 10th, and 17th judici al
circuits shall be used for the purpose of hiring genera

nmasters to hear cases referred by the presiding judge and for

rel ated support for the dependency division pilot project. The

Ofice of the State Courts Adm ni strator shall evaluate the

utilization of general masters and rel ated support for the

dependency division pilot project in the furtherance of

per manency for children. The results of this eval uati on shal

be reported to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives by Decenber 1, 2001
Section 14. (1) A work group is established in the

Departnent of Children and Family Services for the purpose of

eval uating child abuse and negl ect reports involving children

who were referred to child protection teans but for whomthe

appoi ntnents were not kept. The departnent shall include on

the work group nenbers of the child protection teamstaff of
the Children's Medical Services of the Departnent of Health,
child protective investigators, child welfare | egal services

attorneys, and representatives of appropriate |aw enforcenent

agenci es, and other persons, as appropriate. The work group is

directed to evaluate reports that are made fromJuly 1, 2000
t hrough Decenber 31, 2000, which neet the criteria. The
eval uati on shoul d distingui sh anong the types of naltreatnent

reported in analyzing the reasons appoi ntnents were not kept;

followup activities by child protection teans; follow up

activities by the child protection investigators; actions by
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child welfare | egal attorneys; case histories, including

previous reports of abuse or neglect, previous dependency

actions, any known subsequent reports of abuse or neglect; and

any other factors the work group consi ders pertinent.

(2) The work group shall report its findings to the

Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services and the Departnent

of Health with recommendati ons for process inprovenents and

policy changes to reduce the incidence of unkept appoi ntnents.

The Departnent of Children and Fanily Services shall report

the findings of the work group, with recommendati ons for any

statutory changes, to the Legislature by Novenber 1, 2001

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 2, line 24, after the sem col on

i nsert:
anending s. 409.175, F.S.; requiring a plan for
streamining foster parent training; requiring
that certain information be provided to
licensed foster hones; creating s. 409. 1753,
F.S.; specifying duties of the Departnment of
Children and Family Services or its agents
regardi ng foster care; providing for dependency
court pilot prograns; requiring a report;
establishing a work group within the Departnent
of Children and Fanily Services; providing
duties; requiring reports;
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