ENRCLLED

2000 Legislature HB 1925, First Engrossed
1
2 An act relating to the Ckl awaha Basin
3 Recreati on and Water Conservation and Contro
4 Authority, Lake County; anending ch. 29222,
5 Laws of Florida, 1953, as anended; changi ng the
6 nane of the authority to the Lake County Water
7 Authority; increasing the nunber of nenbers of
8 the board of trustees; requiring that nenbers
9 be elected in nonpartisan el ections conducted
10 by the county supervisor of elections in
11 accordance with the Florida El ection Code;
12 providing residence requirenents; linmting the
13 nunber of terns a nenber may serve; providing
14 for transition; prohibiting any board nenber
15 fromserving as executive director of the
16 aut hority; changi ng the nunber of board nenbers
17 required to constitute a quorum to conform
18 conformi ng property assessnent procedures to
19 general law, providing for certification of
20 mllage to the county tax collector; providing
21 a cap on nmillage; prescribing additiona
22 purposes of the Authority; authorizing the
23 board to del egate duties to the Executive
24 Director under certain conditions; authorizing
25 the Authority to issue revenue bonds; providing
26 for a referendum requiring the Authority to
27 prepare a plan and annual reports; repealing
28 obsol ete provisions; providing for future
29 review of the authority; providing
30 severability; providing effective dates.
31
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Chapter 29222, Laws of Florida, 1953, as
anended by chapters 57-1484, 59-1466, 63-1507, 65-1787, and
69- 1209, Laws of Florida, is anmended to read:

Section 1. The Legislature finds:

(a) That Lake County has within its boundaries |arge
acreage of highly devel oped agricultural |and, including
t housands of acres of citrus groves and fruit and vegetabl e
produci ng | and.

(b) That the problem of an adequate supply of fresh
water for this devel oped | and and for the renaining thousands
of acres of undeveloped |and in the county, as well as an
adequat e supply of safe and healthful fresh water for hunan
and ani mal consunption, is of grave concern to the county and
its citizens and taxpayers.

(c) That there are many streans, |akes, and canals in
the county, including two chains of |akes, each having a | arge
wat er storage capacity.

(d) That the proper control by drainage, irrigation
and storage of the fresh water in these streans, |akes, and
canals is necessary to the material developnent in the county
in which all of its citizens and taxpayers will be the
beneficiari es.

(e) That the nobst inportant source of incone of the
people of Florida is the tourist business, and in Lake County
the tourist business is second in inportance only to
agriculture. Sport fishing and recreational boating are nmjor
factors in attracting tourists to Lake County and the orderly
devel opnent and control of the streans, |akes, and canals in
Lake County will materially increase the tourist business in
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the county and will likewi se afford recreational facilities
and opportunities to the citizens and taxpayers of the county
and will preserve, protect, and inprove the fish and wildlife
of the county, all to the end of materially benefiting the
citizens and taxpayers of the county.

Section 2. TFhat For the purposes of {Hrcontrolling
and conserving the freshwater fresh—water resources of Lake
County; {2yfostering and i nproving the tourist business in
the county by inprovenents to the streans, |akes, and canals
in the county; 3)providing recreational facilities for the
tourists and citizens and taxpayers of the county by a nore
efficient use of the streans, |akes,and canals in the county;
ant—(4)preserving, protecting, and inproving the fish and
wildlife of the county; and protecting the freshwater

resources of Lake County through assisting | ocal governnents

in treatnent of stormmater runoff, there is hereby created and

i ncorporated a special taxing district extending territorially
t hroughout the present limts of Lake County, Florida. The
district shall be known and designated as "The Lake County
Water Aut hority GklawahaBastn—Recreation—and—ater
Conservati-on—antd—Controt—Authorty—+n—take—County, " but shal
hereafter in this act, for convenience, be referred to as "the
Authority."

Section 3. TFhat Each of the purposes for which the
Authority is created, as set out in section 2 of this act,is

hereby declared to be a county purpose, for the acconplishnment
of which taxes upon all real and personal property within the
territorial limts of the Authority are by this act authorized
to be levied, assessed, and coll ected.

Section 4. TFhat A governing body for the Authority is
hereby created, consisting of seven three nmenbers who are
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residents of Lake County, Horida-which body shall be known
and designated as the "Board of Trustees of the Lake County
Water Aut hority GklawahaBastn—+ecreation—antd—water
conservati-on—antd—controt—authorty—i+n—take—<eounty, " but which
shal | hkereinafter—be referred to as "the board." Five of the
nenbers nust each reside in a geographic area identical to a

county conmission district, to be elected by the el ectors of

the county at large. Two of the nenbers will be elected by the

el ectors of the county at large without regard to their

residence. On the second Tuesday foll owing the genera

el ection in 2000, the termof office of each person serving on

the board i medi ately before that date expires, and the

nmenbers of the board shall be elected by the el ectors of Lake

County in nonpartisan el ections conducted by the supervisor of

el ections pursuant to section 189.405, Florida Statutes, in

accordance with the Florida El ecti on Code, chapters 97 through

106, Florida Statutes, beginning with the general election in

2000, for terms of 4 years beginning on the second Tuesday

following the general election. For purposes of staggering

terns, the nenbers elected in 2000 from odd- nunbered areas and

the at-|arge nenber receiving the higher nunber of votes shal

be elected to 4-year ternms and the nenbers el ected from

even- nunbered areas and the at-large nenber receiving the

| oner nunber of votes shall be elected to 2-year terns.

Thereafter, each nenber shall be elected for a termof 4

years, except that a person may not be elected to nore than

two consecutive 4-year terns. At the first neeting in Decenber
of each year appointed—by—thegovernor—antd—contrredby—the
ey f Frorida | ekl —hold ot : F
; ded—t . o I I  tre £
bear-d,—the—governor—shat—appoint—therenbers—for—the
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Jandary—of—each—stueceeding—year—therenbers—of the board shal
weet—and sel ect one of their nunber as Chair Chat+rwatr and one

as Vice Chair €natr+rran of the board. The Cerk of the Crcuit
Court of Lake County—Fterida shall act as Secretary and
Treasurer of the board without any additional conpensation. In

the event the provision pertaining to the duties of the derk
of the Grcuit Court is for any reason held to be invalid, the
board nay sel ect one of its nmenbers to serve as its Secretary
and Treasurer, or it may appoi nt a nonnenber nen—+nenber of the
board as its Secretary and Treasurer;and such nonnmenber
werber—of—mon—+enrber shall receive conpensati on comensurate
with the dut+es—and responsibilities as determined by the
board. The board shall may sel ect ene—ef—+tsrenbers—or a
nonnenber non-ferber to serve as Executive a Director of the
Authority, and such nonnenber nmerber—or—non—fenrber shal
receive conpensati on commensurate with the responsibilities as

deternined by the board. In—the—event—of—theappointment—of—a
I  the t I r _ b I Lt ed

as—providet—+n—sectton—8—of—this—act—The board shall require

a surety bond of any person, including the Cerk of the
Circuit Court, who shall act as Secretary and Treasurer of the
board, in an anpbunt to be fixed by the board, which bond in
the case of the appointnment of the derk of the GCircuit Court
or a nenber of the board shall be in addition to the bond
furni shed by such person hi-mas Cerk of the Circuit Court or

5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O b W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

ENROLLED
2000 Legislature HB 1925, First Engrossed

as a nenber of the board, and the prem umthereon shall be

paid by the board as a necessary expense of operation
Section 5. TFhat Each nenber of the board, before

assunming his or her duties, shall give a good and sufficient

surety bond in the sum of twerty—fHvehundred—dotHars

($2, 500-00), payable to the Governor of the State of Florida

and his or her successors in office, conditioned upon the
faithful performance of his duties as a nenber of the board.
Such bond shall be approved by and filed with the Conptroll er
of the State of Florida, and the prem um or preniuns thereon
shal|l be paid by the board as a necessary expense of——=said
Adthori-ty-.

Section 6. Four That—two menbers of the board shal
constitute a quorumfor the transaction of business, and a

majority vote of all nenbers present shall be necessary in
order to authorize any action by the board. The Chair Ghairwan
shall be entitled to vote on all questions.

Section 7. Each menber of the board shall receive
twenty-—ve—dotHars—($25-00)per day as conpensation for his
or her service when performng his or her duties.

Section 8. Fhat Each nenber of the board, its
engi neers, auditors, attorneys, agents, and enpl oyees, shal
be paid their actual expenses incurred when engaged on
busi ness of the Authority, but such expenses shall not be paid
unl ess paynent has been authorized and approved by—theBoard.
The board may aut hori ze and approve the paynent of any

expense; or it may delegate to the Executive Director the

power to authorize such paynent as long as, at the tine it

nakes the del egation, it approves paraneters, including, but

not linted to, paraneters on the anount that nmay be expended,

wi thin which the Executive Director nay exercise that power. A
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1| separate del egati on nust be nade with respect to any
2 | expenditure or class of expenditures.
3 Section 9.(a)— Fhat The board shall have all the
4 | powers of a body corporate, including the power to sue and be
5| sued; to nmake contracts; to adopt and use a conmon seal and to
6| alter the same as may be deened expedient; to buy, acquire by
7 | condemmati on or eninent domamin in the nanner prescribed for
8 | use by counties in Florida, sell, own, use, control, operate,
9| inprove, and lease all |and and personal property as the board
10 | ray deem necessary or proper in carrying out the provisions of
11| this act; to appoint and enploy, and disniss at pleasure such
12 | engi neers, auditors, attorneys, and other enployees and agents
13| as the board may require, and to fix and pay the conpensation
14 | thereof; to establish an office for the transaction of its
15| business in the Gty of Tavares—take—County—Ftotrieda or any
16 | other nunicipality in Lake County; to pay all necessary costs
17 | and expenses incident to the adninistration and operation
18 | thereof, and to pay all other costs and expenses reasonably
19 | necessary or expedient in carrying out and acconplishing the
20 | purposes of this act.
21 Seet+on—9(b)— Each year a budget shall be prepared by
22 | the Authority tktawaha—basinrecteation—and—water—conservation
23 | and—econtrot—authortty—+ntake—County, and a nillage, not to
24 | exceed 0.5 mills sufficient to neet the budget within the
25| provisions of law shall be certified to the board—oef—county
26 | eormmisstoners—of Lake County Tax Col | ect or fer—assesstent.
27 Seet+on—9(c)— The board shall have the authority to
28 | grant licenses or pernits for the construction and excavation
29 | of canals and ditches connecting with navigable waters; to
30 | establish, promul gate, and adm ni ster rules and regul ati ons
31 | governing the construction and excavation of canals and
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ditches with authority to prohibit any constructi on deened by
the board to be detrinental to the best interests of the
public or purposes for which the authority was established; to
do any and all other acts and things hereinafter authorized or
required to be done; and to do any and all things, whether or
not included in the enunerated powers of this act, necessary
to acconplish the purposes of this act.

Seet+on—9(d)— The Authority shall control all streans,

i ncludi ng slow noving streans, flowing fromany of the water
reservoirs in Lake County, whether natural or constructed,
into the system of | akes and streans in or adjacent to Lake
County for the protection of the natural water reservoirs and
t he adj acent and nei ghboring areas.

Section 10. Fhat The Authority is hereby authorized
and enpowered to acquire by purchase, gift, |ease
condemat i on, e+ em nent domai n, or any ot her manner, such
lands within the territorial extent of the Authority as nay be
reasonably necessary;for constructing and nmi ntaining the
wor ks and making the inprovenents required to carry out the
intent of this Act, including without |linitation HmtinrRgthe
reaning—of—theforegoetng—genera—teras, the right to acquire
by condemmation or em nent dommin such | ands and any interest
t her ei n;reasonably necessary for any such purpose which that
may al ready be devoted to public use for county, nunicipal
district, railroad,or public utility purposes where and to
the extent that the sane may cross, intersect,or be situate
upon or within the area of such |land hereinbefore referred to,
and the Authority shall also have the right to acquire by
purchase, gift, |ease, condemmation, or em nent domain, or in
any other manner, |and, tinber, earth, rock, and other
materials or property, and property rights, including riparian

8
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1| rights, in such anbunts as may be reasonably necessary or
2 | useful in the devel opnent of the works or inprovenents before
3| referred to. Condemation or eninent domain proceedi ngs shal
4| be maintained by and in the nane of the Authority, and the
5| procedure shall be, except insofar as is altered hereby, that
6 | prescribed for use by counties in Florida.
7 Section 11. Fhat The Authority shall have the right to
8 | take, exclusively occupy, use,and possess, insofar as may be
9 | necessary for carrying out the provisions of this Act, any
10 | areas of land owned by the state ef—Forida and within the
11 | territorial extent of the Authority, not in use for state
12 | purposes, including, without |initation Hmtngtheforegorng
13 | generat—teras, swanps and overfl owed | ands, bottoms of
14 | streans, |akes, and rivers, and the riparian rights thereto
15 | pertai ning, and, when so taken and occupi ed, due notice of
16 | such taki ng and occupancy having been filed with the Trustees
17 | of the Internal |Inprovenent Fund of the State of Florida by
18 | the Authority, such areas of |and are hereby granted to and
19 | shall be the property of the Authority. For the purposes of
20| this section, the neaning of the term"use" shall include the
21| renoval of material fromand the placing of material on any
22 | such land. In case it is shatHt—be held by any court of
23 | conpetent jurisdiction that there are any | ands owned by the
24 | state that ef—Ftertda—whieh may not be so granted, then the
25 | provisions of this section shall continue in full force and
26 | effect as to all other |lands owned by the state ef—Ftorida and
27 | granted to the Authority under this section hereunder. The
28 | provisions of this Section are subject to all |aws and
29 | regulations of the United States of Anerica with respect to
30 | navi gabl e wat ers.
31
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Section 12. Fhat In addition to all other power
conferred upon by the board by this act, the board may shat
have—the—power—to—and—+s—hereby—avthorized—+n—its—di-seretion
to enl arge, change, nodify, or inprove any stream | ake, or
canal within the territorial limts of the Authority and to
cl ean out, straighten, enlarge, or change the course of any
wat erway;or canal, natural or artificial, within the
territorial limts of the Authority; to provide such canals,
| ocks, |evees, dikes, dans, sluiceways, reservoirs, holding
basi ns, floodways, punping stations, buildings, bridges,
hi ghways, and other works and facilities that whieh the board

deens fmay—deem necessary; to cross any highway or railway with
wor ks of said district and to hold, control, and acquire by
donati on, |ease, or purchase, or otherw se any |and or

personal property needed for carrying out the purpose of this
act and may renove any buil ding or other obstruction necessary
for the construction, naintenance, and operation of such satd

wor ks. The inprovenents nmade or to be nade under this act are
sonetinmes referred to in this act as "the works" of the board
of—Authoerity. The board shall al so have power to operate any
and all works and inprovenents of the Authority. The
provisions of this section are subject to all |aws and
regulations of the United States of Anerica with respect to
navi gabl e waters

Section 13. Fhat The board shall have authority to
t ake possession of and control and use and operate and
maintain all streams, | akes and canal s, dans, |ocks, |evees,
di kes, sl uiceways, reservoirs, holding basins, floodways,
punpi ng stations, buildings, bridges, highways, navigation,
and conservation works and other works and facilities, within
the territorial limts of the Authority to the extent only

10
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t hat such possession, control, and use shall be deened by the
Board, in its sole discretion, to be useful and necessary in
carrying out the purposes of this Act; provided that such
possessi on, control, and use shall be subject to the rights of
persons, firms, and corporations, and the rights of Lake

Count y-—Ferida and nunicipalities, districts,and politica
bodi es in Lake County,—Ftre+rida (which rights may be acquired
by the Authority by condemmation or em nent dommin as provided
for by this act).

Section 14. “Fhat Lake Count y—Herida and al
muni cipalities, districts, political bodies,and politica
subdi vi si ons of the state ef—eorida-i n Lake County—Frorida
are hereby severally authorized to grant, convey, transfer to,
and pernmt the use of by the Authority upon such terns and
conditions as are agreeable to the governing bodi es thereof of
real and personal property belonging to themor either of
them that nay be necessary or useful to the Authority in
carrying out the purposes of this act.

Section 15. Fhat The board shall have power to enter
into any agreenent or contract with the Federal Governnent or
t he state ef—Fterida, or any agency, political subdivision,or
instrunentality of either, and counties adjoining Lake County,
Frorida;-and nmunicipalities and taxing districts in Lake
County and in counties adjoining Lake County, Herida—Tfor the
pur pose of carrying out, or which in the judgnent of the board
may assist it in carrying out, the purposes of this act.

Section 16. Fhat Al Authority funds shall be
deposited in a bank or banks or federal or state savings and
| oan association to be designated by the board, but before any
Authority noneys are deposited in such depositary or
depositaries, securitys;shall be furnished the Authority anple

11
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to protect such deposits to the full extent and anount that
such deposits shall not be otherw se protected or insured by
Federal Deposit |nsurance Corporation;-or Federal Savings and
Loan | nsurance Corporation. Funds of the Authority shall be
pai d out only upon warrant signed by the Treasurer of the
Aut hority and countersigned by the Chair €Chai+ran or Vice
Chair €hairman. No warrants shall be drawn or issued

di sbursing any of the funds of the Authority except for a

pur pose aut horized by this actyand only when the account or
expenditure for which the sane is to be given in paynent has
been audited and approved by the board.

Section 17. The board shall have and is hereby granted
the power to deternine, annually on or before July 15, by
resolution the anbunt of noney that will be required to carry
out the purposes of this act for the next ensuing fiscal year
(which fiscal year shall be the sane as that of Lake County)
and the nml | age net—exceeding—during—thenext—Fve{(5—years

: " I e ’ I ha— N

I ot ey o I I I e

I hoti-ty- | o e 5 odt I I

I " b I 4y ik I ot
steh—property;that will be required to be levied to produce
t he said anount of noney set forth in the resolution; provided
that the deternination of the anmount of noney to be raised and
the nillage to be | evied may be del ayed until the board

recei ves froemthe—county—tax—assessor—and—the—conptrotter the
necessary i nfornmati on they—are—regut+red—to—furnish—theboard
as—set—out—in—this—seection—of—this—act; i mediately upon the
adoption of the resolution a certified copy thereof shall be
furnished to the board of county commi ssioners of Lake County,
and the board of county conmi ssioners of Lake Countyyshall,

12
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for the year naned in the certified copy of the resol ution
|l evy, assess, collect,and enforce taxes upon all taxable rea

and personal property wthin the authority—previded—that—n
hal et | o . I F I

hoti-ty- . 4 . F 4y ik

I ot f ol o I I I e
the—authority. The procedure to be followed to acconplish the
purpose of this section shall be as hereinafter set out,
to-wit:

(a) Assessnent of property shall be as provided by

gener al | aw. The—County—TFax—Assessor—of—tLake—County—FHorida-

each—year—begiAring—wththe year 1953 —mrediatety afterthe

(b) The board shall i+#rediatety—thereupon, by

resol ution,determine the total anmount to be raised by
taxation in such year upon the taxable property within the

13
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Authority, and shall, in and by such said resolution, fix and
determ ne the mllage on each dollar valuation of property on
t he satd assessment rolls, which, when levied, will raise the
sate¢ anpbunt so determi ned as aforesaid as the total anmount to
be raised by taxation in that year, and in and by such satd
resolution the board shall direct the board of county

commi ssioners to | evy, assess,and fix such satd millage as

the rate of taxation upon all the taxable real and persona
property within the Authority—proevided—that—the—-Authority
b r I . F I ’

(c) Acertified copy of such tax resol ution executed
in the nane of the Authority by its Chairnany-or Vice
Chai rman, and attested by its Secretary, under its corporate
seal, shall imrediately be delivered to the Board of County
Commi ssi oners of Lake County—Horida.

(d) It shall be the duty of the satd board of county
conmmi ssioners, each year: (1) to |levy, assess,and fix the
mllage and the rate of taxation upon all the taxable real and
personal property within the Authority as set forth in the
certified copy of the resolution of the satd board,and (2) to
certify the said mllage to the Departnent of Revenue
CorptroetHer of the State of Florida,and (3) to order the

property appraiser Assessor of the said county to | evy and

assess, and the county tax collector to collect, a tax at the
mllage fixed by the said board of county comm ssioners upon

14
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1| all of the taxable real and personal property within the satd
2| Authority for the satd year, and the said | evies and
3 | assessnments shall be included in the tax roll and warrant of
4 | the property appraiser Fax—Assessor of the satd county for
5] each fiscal year thereafter. The tax collector of the satd
6 | county shall collect such taxes so |levied by the board of
7 | county conmmi ssioners for the sad Authority in |lawful noney of
8| the United States of America in the sane manner and at the
9| sane tine as county taxes are coll ectedyand shall pay and

10| renit the sane upon collection to the board.
11
12
13

-

24 (e) )y The Property Appraiser Fax—Assessoer, Tax

25| Col l ector, and Board of County Conmi ssioners of Lake County;
26 | Hoeridaand t he Departnent of Revenue Eonpttretter shall, when
27 | requested by the board, prepare fromtheir official records
28 | and deliver to the board any and all information that may be
29 | requested fromtine to tinme fromthemregardi ng the tax

30 | valuations, |evies, assessnents,or collections in such

31| county.
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Section 18. TFhat Al taxes l|levied and assessed by the
Board of County Commi ssioners of Lake County—Fte+ri+da for the
Authority (beginning with the year 1953) shall be coll ected
and the enforcenment thereof shall be at the sanme time and in
t he sanme nanner as other county taxes are collected and
enforced and when so coll ected shall be paid over to the board
for its use pursuant to this act.

Section 19. (a) Fhat The board is hereby authorized to
borrow noney at such tine or tines as it nmay deem necessary to
carry out the purposes of this act and to execute and deliver
its promissory note or notes therefor bearing interest as
fixed by the board; however, provided—that the board shall not
borrow any sum of noney or ner give its prom ssory note
therefor, for a period of tinme |onger than 1 ene year, and the
total anount of noney borrowed and outstandi ng shall not
exceed thi+ty-—fivethousand—andrnol100—dears—($35, 00006)at
any one tine.

(b) The board nmay i ssue bonds payable solely from

revenues of the Authority. The value of all such bonds

outstanding at any tinme nay not exceed an anpunt equal to

one-third of the Authority's anticipated revenues for the

period for which the bonds are outstandi ng. Revenue bonds nay

not be issued unless their issuance has been approved by a

majority of those electors of the Authority voting in a

referendumin which the ballot statenent describes in detai

t he purpose for which the bonds will be issued.

Section 20. TFhat At |least once in each year the board
shal | publish in sonme newspaper published in Lake County;
Frorida;a conplete detailed statenent of its financial
condition,including a list of all nobneys received and
di sbursed by the board during the precedi ng year
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Section 21. TFhat All real and personal property owned
| eased, controlled, or used by the Authority shall be exenpt
fromall county, municipal, taxing district,and other ad
val orem taxes and speci al assessnents for benefits.

Section 22. Fhat It is the intention of the
Legislature that the provisions of this act shall be liberally

construed to acconplish its the purposes provided—+or—herern
Section 22A.(a) The Authority shall prepare a plan

that describes the Authority's goals for the ensuing 5 years.

The plan nust include projects that will be undertaken within

that period in furtherance of its goals. The Authority shal

update the plan periodically.

(b) The Authority shall prepare a report annually

whi ch i ncludes an eval uati on and assessnent of the

ef fectiveness of the Authority's activities in the preceding

year. The report nust address both ongoing activities of the

Authority and the progress in neeting goals and projects

enunerated in the 5-year plan
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11 Section 2. The date on which the additional seats on
12 | the Board of Trustees of the Lake County Water Authority are
13| created is the second Tuesday followi ng the general election
14 |1 in 2000, and those seats will be filled initially on that date
15| by persons el ected at the general election in 2000 in the

16 | manner described in section 4, chapter 29222, Laws of Florida,
17 | 1953, as anended by this act.

18 Section 3. The Legislature shall review chapter 29222,
19 | Laws of Florida, as anended, prior to Septenber 20, 2010, to
20 | evaluate the continuing mssion, responsibility, and
21 | effectiveness of the Lake County Water Authority.
22 Section 4. If any provision of this act or the
23 | application thereof to any person or circunmstance is held
24 | invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or
25 | applications of the act which can be given effect w thout the
26 | invalid provision or application, and to this end the
27 | provisions of this act are decl ared severabl e.
28 Section 5. Except as otherw se expressly provided in
29 | this act, this act shall take effect upon beconing a | aw.
30
31
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